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nasal

YcTano B3MaxumBas HATPYXEHHbIMWU KpPbIIbSAMU,
CBUHPUHCTENb BblSIeTen 13 NaBHoOro 3ana XoreapTca,
pa3aymbiBas npo cebs, a He 6poCUTb NN eMY 3Ty YTOMUTENbHYIO
paboTy. MocbiNkK, KOTOpblE MUCCUC YU3NKM OTMpaBssiiia CBoEMY
CbIHY, A€Hb OTO AHS CTAHOBW/IUCH BCE TSHXXeNee, U COBEHOK Havasl
nopsiAKoOM yctaBaTb. HeT, 6€3ycnoBHO, 3TO XOPOLLO, YTO Y HUX
NnosiIBUIMCb AE€HbrM, HO HOBas NpasAgHWYHas MaHTUs PoHa
1 «DHUMKIIONeansa rnpenckasaHnii», kotopbie CBUH AOCTaBU
CerofHs yTpoM, BECU/IN YX CIULIKOM MHOro. XoTs, C Apyroun
CTOPOHbI, HE Dpposa xe HarpyxaTb. OH U1 TaK yXxe efne neTaerT,
HO BCE elle CaMOOTBEPXEHHO HOCUT mMo4yTy. BcnomMHuB npo
Oppona, CBMHPUHCTENb 3HepruyHee 3apaboTan KpblibSaMU.
CerogHsi oH obellan nokasaTb CTAapMKy OT/INYHOE MECTO OXOThbI
B 3anpeTHoM Jlecy. lMpaBaa, 3To TONbLKO 4SS noaen nec boin
«3anpeTHbIM». Bce MeCTHble XXUBOTHbIE U NTULbI HA3blBaaN €ro
CupeHeBbIM JlecoM 13-3a TOro, YTo Mo BeyepaM Hag 03epamu
Tam KNybuncs cupeHeBbIn TYMaH.

C Opponom CBMH AOroBOPUCS BCTPETUTLCS Brivxe K Beyepy,
HO eMy XOTeNnoch elle pa3 ybeanTbcs B TOM, TaK /i1 XOPOLIO 3TO
MECTO, O KOTOPOM OH paccKasblBasl CBOEMY MOXWIOMY APYry.
K TOMy e NoAKpenuTbCs Nocne yToMUTENbHOro nepeneta 6u110
COBCEM He JIMLLIHMM. SpK1e Ny4Yn yTPEHHEro COMHLA NPOHU3bIBaNN
3e/IeHyl0 JIMCTBY AepeBbeB, OT Yero KasasnoCb, YTO KTO-TO
Habpocun Ha nec TOHKYK CEeTb U3 30/10TbIX HUTEN. <N nouemy
noau Tak 605TCs 3TOro Mecrta? — HeAoyMeBasi COBEHOK, Mobysch
OKpY>atoLLern ero KpacoTon. — 34ecb Tak 340poBo!»

B yawe 6b110 3HauMTEeNbHO TeMHee, HO CBUHPUHCTENS 3TO
HeMano He 6ecnokonno. OH CbITHO Mo3aBTpakasa U Tenepb B
6narogylwHOM HacTpoOeHMW ApeMasl Ha fane MOXHaTon enwu,
NMPUKpPbIB OAWH Na3. BApyr KakoM-TO HESICHbIN WyM NpuBek
€ro BHMMaHM1e M 3aCTaBuil CTPAXHYTb C cebs cOHMMBOCTb. CKBO3b
yawy, OCTOPOXHO NlaBUpys MexXAy AepeBbsaMu, NneTena
He3HakoMas coBa. Cyas no ee nepeaBMXeHUsIM, YyBCTBOBaa
OHa cebsa He CANWKOM yBepeHHO. JliobonbiTHbIN CBUH
NPUMNOAHSNCA Ha CBOEN BETKE W 3axionan KpbiibsiMu. Yyxas
COBa, 3aMeTuMB €ro ABUXEHUEe, pe3Ko U3MeHuna Kypc
1 Npu3eMannacb psaom ¢ coBeHkoM. OHa OKasasiacb He cTapLue
CBWHpPUHCTENA, ManeHbKas, akkypaTHasi, 04HOM C HUM Nopoabl.

— CkaxwuTe, noxanymncra, — BeX/IMBO obpaTmnacb OHa K
CBUHY, — Kak goneTteTtb A0 Xoreaprca?

— O! — TONBbKO TEMEepb COBEHOK 3aMeTWJ1, YTO K KOITUCTOM
narnke He3HaKOMKW 6bl10 NPUBS3aHO NMUCbMO, — TakK Bbl TOXE
rno4ytoBasi cosa?

— [la, — CKPOMHO onycTufa rnasa Ta, — HO Sl COBCEM
HEeAaBHO COCTOK Ha 3TOW CyX6e U NO3TOMY HE OYeHb XOPOLLO
OPWEHTUPYHOCH ...

— Kopoue, — wenkHyn kntosoM CBUH, — Tbl 3abnyamnack.

— HeT. 4 TONbKO... fl... — OHa 6e3HajexHo onycTuna
Kpblibs. — Hy, B 06wem-To, aa, 9 3abnyamnacs.

— Xouewb, NpoBoXy Tebs Ao Xorsaptca? — MNpeanoxun
CBWHpPUHCTENb, HE3aMeTHO pa3rnaabiBas cobecegHumuy.

— O, 370 6b1110 6bI NpEeKkpacHo! — He3HakKoMKa 3axsionana
KpblIbSIMM OT BOCTOpra, a noToM CMylweHHo gobasuna. — 4,
HaBepHOe, O4YeHb Mjoxas Mo4YToBas CoBa, HO XOreapTC Tak
XOPOLLO 3aLUMLLEH Pa3HbIMU OTBOASLUMMU 3aK/TMHAHUSAMK, @ A TaM
elle HM pasy He bbina...

— [a 6pocb Tbl! — BockANKHY CBWH, 4yBCTBYS cebs XyTKO
B3POC/IbIM U YMYAPEHHbIM OMbITOM. — HMYero cTpawiHoro, CKopo
npuBbIKHeLWb! JleTn 3a MHOW, He oTcTaBal!

OH CHSNCA C BETKW W, pacrnpasBuB Kpblibs, 6ecllymMHO 3a-
CKOJIb3UN Mexay AepeBbsiMU. He3HakoMKa nocneaoBana 3a HUM.
He npowno v nonyyaca, Kak OHW YyXe OKa3aauCb Ha onyLuke
CupeHeBoro Jleca. XorsapTc npeacrtan nepeg HUMU BO BCEM
BeNMKOnenun, 3anuTtbii barpsHuem 3axoasiero conHua. Koe-rae
B HalLHAX yXXe 3aXr/IMCb OFHM U CBEPKan, Kak ManieHbK1e Masiuku.

— Hy, Tenepb-T0 Tbl He 3a6nyauLbCs, — cka3an CBUHPUHCTENb,
3a710)KUB JINXOW BMPAX 1 ONYCTUBLUMCb Ha BETKY CTaporo ay6a.

— Cnacmbo 60nblioe, — HE3HAKOMKa caenasa HecKoJIbKo
KpYroB Hajg nonsHou. — Tbl MHe O4YeHb NMoMor. Tkl Takowm
3aMeyaTesibHbIn!

CBWHPWUHCTENb pasayncs oT ropaocTy. HakoHew-To X0Tb KTO-
TO OUEHWN ero no AOCTOMHCTBY, a TO XeaBura A0 CMX MOp
CUMTaET ero HeEONepPMUBLLMMCS XXENTOPOTbIM NTEHLIOM, COBEPLUEHHO
MrHopmpys 10, 4To CBUH yXe AaBHO HE COBEHOK AaXe, a BMNOJIHe
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B3pocnas ntuua. Anga Xeasuru, aa v Ans oCTanbHbIX XXUBOTHbIX
B XOrBapTce, OH TaK U OCTasICA MaNleHbKUM.

— [asai, netn, — notoponua CBMH HOBYHO 3HaKOMYHO, NbITasiCb
CKpbITb CMyLlEeHWe, — Tbl U TaK yXe, HaBepHOe, NOpsAKOM
3aepXasnacb, a NoOYTOBbIE COBbI LIEHSTCS 3@ CBOO MYHKTYasIbHOCTb.

— [a, na, — 3aToponuiack coBa, — eLle pa3 cnacubo. MNoka!

— Ewe yBuammcsa! — kpukHyn en scnes CBUHPUHCTENb.

[JOmKHbI e OHM YBMAETBCH, pa3 OHa ByaeT HOCUTb NouTy ANs
KOro-to B XorsapTtce. [1pocTo He MoryT He yBuaetbcs! U B camom
NPUNOAHSATOM HAaCTPOEHUW COBEHOK MNOJIeTesN Ha BCTPeYy C SpposiomM.
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B coBsiTHE 61110 TEM0 M YIOTHO. JTaCKOBbI OCEHHWI BETEPOK,
3aneTtas B OKHa, epoLnn nepbs ApemMasLunx ntmu. CBUHPUHCTENb
N Dppos TUXOHLKO NeperosBapvBasnincb, CUAA B CAMOM AalfibHEM
yriy.

— Tbl CTapbIl U MyApbIA, — NpUCTaBan COBEHOK K APYry, —
Tbl MHOIO noBuAan Ha ceete. Ckaxwu, 4To 6bl Tbl caenan, ecnu
6b1 Tebe noBcTpeyanack kakas-HMbyab coBa?

— Hy, — 3ppon ¢ KpaxTeHneM 3aBO3W/CA Ha CBOEM MeCTe, —
BCE 3aBWCUT OT TOrO, Kakas OHa...

— Camas nydywas Ha ceeTe, — 3aBepun ero CBMH, cBepkas
rnasamm.

— B 3TOM-TO 9 HEe COMHEBaKCb, — B rPyAM CTaporo puanHa
4YTO-TO rNyxo 3abynbkano. Moxoxe, OH cMesncs.

— Tbl 3HaeWwb, 3HaelWb, 3HaelWb, YTO HYXHO Aenatb! —
CBWHpPUWHCTENb COPBAasCsA C Mecta M NPUHSANICS HaBOpayMBaTb
KPYru noa noTosIkoM. — lNoyeMy Tbl HE XO4ellb MOMOYb MHE?

— BuHpwn, — oTBETMN DUAMH, cneas B3rns4A0M 3a MnoseTom
COBeHKa. — 51 yXke He NOMHI0, KOrAa NoCneaHni pa3 BCTpeyasncs
c keM-nnbo. Yto g mory Tebe nocoseToBaTh?

— Hy, ut0 en ckasaTtb npu BCcTpeue? Kak cebsa sectn? —
CBWHPUHCTENb HUKAK HE MOT YCMOKOUTbLCS.

— Y10 TYyT y Bac onsaTb NMPOUCXOAUT? — B OKHO BfeTena
Xeasura v CypoBbiM B3rnsiA0M OKWHYNA COBSATHIO. — BuHpw,
CKONbKO pa3 Tebe roBoputb, Beamn cebs, Kak BCce NOpsAOYHbIE
rnoYToBbIE COBbI!

— Xepaun, He pyrain ero cerogHsi, — no6poayLHO yxHyn
Sppon. — MNoxoxe, Haw Manbuuk Ba6uncs.

®UNNH C HEXHOCTbO nocMoTpen Ha CBWHA, KOTOPbLIN
npoAos/mkan BblAeNbiBaTb NO4 MOTONKOM (Urypbl BbICLIErO
nunoTaxa. Y Dppona HuKoraa He 6blno ceMbu. 3a BCO CBOKO
He TaKyl Y>XX KOPOTKYI0 XW3Hb OH TaK W He Hallen BpeMeHw,
4YTO6bI BbIBECTU XOTS Obl OAHOrO NTEHLUA. Mo3ToMy, KOraa B AOMe
Ynsnu noasunca CBUHPUHCTENb, BCA HepacTpayeHHas
poanTenbckas Nob0Bb, CKONMMBLLAACA 3@ A0O/TNe rofbl B cepaue
cTaporo ¢ununHa, obpylwmnnacb Ha ManeHbKOro HeNoOCeaMBOro
COBeHKa.

— M-pa, — XeaBura npuHana cnosa Dpposia BeCbMa
CKenTU4YeCKn, — MHTEePEeCHO, HaAETCA NN Takas HeHopMasbHas
COBa, KOTOpas COrnacuTcsa CBUTb C HUM rHe3407?

— He wenkan 3pa k1OBOM, AeBOYKA, — MSANKO MOXYypun
noapyry ¢duwnvH. — ByATo 5 He 3Halo, Kak Tbl Ha caMOM Aene
OTHOCMULLBLCS K BUHpH.

YTto npaBaa, TO NpaBaa. Ta CTpPOroctb, C KOTOpor Xeasura
oTHOcuNack K CBMHPUHCTENO, 6bina TobKO MoKasHoM. [MpocTo coBa
cuMTana, 4Tto MonoAexb He cnepyeT 6anoBaTb M3NUWHUMMU
noxsanamun. ManeHbkoro CBMHa — a OH TaK W OCTancsa Ans Hee
ManeHbKMM, HECMOTPS Ha TO, YTO Y>Xe AaBHO BbIPOC — OHa CTapanach
BOCMUWTbLIBATb TaK, Kak B CBOE BPeMs ee MaTb, MONspHas CoBa
c nanekoro CeBepa, BOCnuTbIBaNa ee caMy. XeaBura Bblpoc/a
B CYPOBOM Kpato 6eckpaliHux CHeros 1 6ecnpocBeTHO-A0MX HOYEN,
rAe N1eTo Takoe KOPOTKOE, YTO ero 3anpoCcTo MOXHO U HE 3aMeTUTb.
Mo3ToMy 1 cTana XeaBura Takon CAepXXaHHOW K xonoaHon. Kak
Wy Oppona, y Hee Toxe He 6bi10 cBOMX NTeHUoB. W korga sToT
Be/IMKaH C KocMaTtorn 6opogown, Xarpua, kynun ee ans Fappw,
XepBura 6bina 6e3mepHo cyactnunea. JecatunetHui MoTtTep cran
ON9 Hee nepBbIM, @ NOTOMY CaMbIM IO6MMbIM «COBEHKOM>». Buas,
KaK OAMHOK MasibyMK, OHa, KaK Morna, crapanacb noaaepxaTtb ero
W YacTo cepannack, 4Tto Nappu He NOHMMaeT ee NoabaapuBaoLLErO
yXaHbsi U1 MPUHWMAET ero 3a NpocLOy BbINyCTUTb ee 13 keTkn. OHa
rotosa 6bln1a NO/MKN3HM NPOBECTW B3anepTH, N1LLb bl ee IoXMaTbiv,
BEYHO B3bEPOLLUEHHbIN «COBEHOK» HE OCTaBasiCs OAMH.

A notoMm noseunacsa CeBuMHpuHCTENb. MoHavany Xeasura
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OTHecNachb K HEMY C U3PSAAHON A0MEN Npe3peHns, CIMLLKOM yX
ero 6yWHbIN TemMnepaMeHT NpPOTMBOPEYUST ee XOI0AHOM
caep>xxaHHocTn. CBMH BCcerga 6bin1 B ABMXKEHUW, BEYHO YTO-TO
nckan, yero-to Tpebosan. «OT HEro C/AMLWKOM MHOrO WyMa, —
»)anosanacb Xeaswra Dpposy, Koraa ToT npunetan B XorsapTc
n3 ,Hopbl™. — Hactoswas coBa AonxHa 6bITb moxoxa
Ha Npu3pak, MHaye Ha oxoTe e He ByaeT ConyTCTBOBaThL yaaua».
«bpocb, neBoyka, — pobpoaylWwHO ycrnokanesan ee 3ppon,
KOTOPbIV C NEPBOro AHSA MOsIBAIEHNS XeABUrv B COBATHE NMPOHUKCS
K Heln rnybokuM pacnonoxeHneMm. — Y Yn3nu, KOHe4Ho, He Tak
MHOIO [AEeHer, HO COB OHW, MO KpaWHen Mepe, HaxoasaT, YeM
KOPMUTb. BOT yBUAMLIb, ManblLl eLle NoKaxeT cebsa».

MocteneHHO XeaBura npusbikna K CBMHPUHCTENIO, NOTOM
nontobuna ero, a NOTOM BCEPbE3 3aHANACb €r0 BOCMUTAHMEM.
MNMocneaHee COBEHKY COBEPLUEHHO HE HPaBMW/IOCb, HO AeBaTbCHA
6b1510 Hekyaa, TeM bosiee, UTO OH NMOHMMan — XeABUIon ABUXYT
Haunnydwue nobyxaeHuns. Bot n Tenepb CBWH He cTan obmxaTbes
Ha NONSPHYIO COBY 3a €e A3BUTe/lbHOE 3aMeyaHue, a Ha-
6pocucs Ha Hee C TeM e BOMPOCOM, C KakunM NsATb MUHYT Ha3aj
npucrasan K 3ppony.

— He 3Haw 4, uto Tebe nocosBeToBaTb, — OTpe3ana
Xepsura. — Kaxabli AO/MKeH caM pa3bupaTtbCs CO CBOEN JIMUHOWN
XKM3HbIO, HA TO OHa M Nn4YHas. OTCTaHb M He nNpucTasa 6onbLue
HM K KOMY CO CBOMMM nNpobnemamu.

CBWHPWHCTENIO HUYEro He 0CTaBanoChb, Kak NMOAYMHUTLCS,
HO YCNOKOWUTbCA OH He MOor. Heckonbko AHel noapsAa
OH Kapay/sua CBOK TauMHCTBEHHYI HE3HAaKOMKY Yy OKHa
B [NaBHbIN 3an. Ecnu HyxHO 6b110 AocTaBuTb NouTy, CBUH
BblneTan u3 «Hopbl» ewe 3ateMHO, 4TO6bl yCneTb OKa3aTbCH
Ha noanetax Kk MnaBHOMy 3any paHbLue Apyrmx coB. POH, KOTOPbIN
4acTo onasAbiBan K 3aBTpaKy, TakuM o6pa3oM He nony4mn
HECKOJIbKO MWCEM C CEepAUTbIMM yNpekamun Muccuc Ymsnu,
HerofoBaBLlIEN, YTO CblH YYUTCH HEAOCTaTOYHO YCUAYMBO.
A ®uny B KOHLUE Heaenu Bbl-rpeb ns-noa crona MNpudoduHaopa
Lenyt Kydy MakynaTypbl, aApecoBaHHOW Mnapwemy Yusnm,
rpo3siCb BCEMM KapaMun HebeCHbIMM Tak OTXOAUTb MET/ION 3TOro
YyepToBa ManbyumLLKY, YTO TOMY Masno He nokaxetcs. CBUH, Ybs
ronosa 6bina 3abuta 6onee BaxHbIMM npobnemMamun, faxe
He noJo3peBas, Kak 340pOBO MOACTaBWUN CBOEro XO03sMHa,
HebpexHOo 6pocas KOppecnoHAEHLUMIO Ha NMyCTOW CTOM, Aaxe
He rnsaas, KyAa oHa npus3emMnmnach.

Ecnn noutbl He 66110, CBUHPUHCTENbL C yTpa MNopaHblue
3aHUMan HabnaaTeNbHbIN NOCT HA OAHOWM M3 XOrBapTCKMx HalleH
W TeprenvBo BbICMAaTPMUBas, HE NMOKAXETCS S 3HAKOMbI CUNY3T
Ha doHe ocnenuTenbHo-ronyboro Heba. Ho wnu aHK, a coBa Tak
W He nosensnack,  CBMHPUHCTENb COBCEM Man AyxoM. OaHaxabl,
yXXe COBCeM OTYasBLUNCb BCTPETUTLCH CHOBa C NMpeKpacHoOMn
He3HakoMKoW, CBMH MeaneHHo neten u3 «Hopbi», ene yaepxvsas
B J1arKax TONCTEHHbIV CNPaBOYHUK MO TpaHcdurypaumn. He rnaas
Nno CTOPOHaM, OH NMoAJIETEN K OKHY U TYT )€ Bpe3asCsa B KaKyo-
TO COBY, Kak pas BblieTaBLyto 13 MnasHoro 3ana.

— O, npocTuTe MeHs, noXxasnyncra, — Hayana 6bino Ta,
HO cbunack U pafoCTHO BOCKNKHYa. — lMpueeT! A 9 Tebs cpasy
He y3Hana!

CBUHpPWHCTENb YyTb He BbIpPOHWA CBOK Howy. lNepen HUM
6blna Ta camMas He3HaKoMKa, KOTOPYl OH moBcTpeyan
B CupeHesom Jlecy.

— 370 TbI! [lpuBeT! — BOCTOPXEHHO 3awenkan
OH knoBoM. — Mogoxaun! A cenvac! He ynetan! 4 murom!

OH 3amMeTancs OT OKHa K coBe u obpaTHO, He 3Has, 4To
Aenatb. Beab noka oH netan B [NaBHbIM 3an, C TakuMm TpyaoM
obpeTeHHas He3HaKOMKa MOrila BHOBb MCYe3HYTb. Ho Bce-Takum
YyBCTBO A0/ra B3s710 BepX. BpocnB Ha COBY MOMHbIA TOCKM
B3rns4, CBVH HbIPHY/T B OKHO M CMIMKNPOBas K rpudp@urHAOpPCKOMY
cTtony, cbpocuB cBepxy CBOK Howy. TONCTbIA y4yebHUK
no TpaHchurypaumm npus3eMamnsacs TOYHO Ha ronosy PoHy,
KOTOPbI CMOKOMHO MW/ TbIKBEHHbIN COK. POH OXHyn oT 60nu
N HEOXWAAHHOCTW, NOAABU/ICS N 3aKalnsasics.

— [a, — ckasan Nappu, COYYBCTBEHHO rnaAs Ha gpyra, —
4YTO-TO B nocnegHee BpeMss CBMHPUHCTENb CTan Aaxe 6onee
paccesiHHbIM, YeM Dppor.

— Kak npeacrassnto, UTO MHE C HUM BCHO XWU3Hb MYYUTLCS... —
npo6opmoTan PoH Mexay npucTynamm Kawns.

A CBWHPUHCTENb YXe MYyancs npoyb, BCTOMOPLUMB MNepbs
W pacnywms XBOCT. K cyacTblo, He3HaKOMKa HMKyAa He Aenach
W xAana ero Ha KapHuse, kak n obewana.

— Botu al — coobwun CeuH, onyckasack psaom. — Npasaa,
ceroAHs xopowas noroga?

— [a, BnonHe, — coBa MCKOCA NOCMOTPena Ha Hero.

— 8 TyT nogyman, 3-3-3... — Ha4yas, 3aMKasiCb, COBEHOK, —
noyemy 6bl Tebe... noyeMy 6bl HaM... 3-3-3... Tbl YXXe BUAena Hawy
COBSITHIO?

— HeT, — oTBeTUNA COBa, — MOW KOMMNaHbOH He paspeluaeT
MHE HO4YeBaTb B COBATHe XoreapTca...

— KoMnaHboH? — HacTopoxwuncs CBUHPUHCTENb.

— Hy, pa. KoMnaHbOH, X03auH, paboTogaTtenb, — coBa
3auwenkana kKNwBOM. — HO OH nmpeanouymTaeT BCe Xe
«KOMMaHbOH>... KCTaTn, — OHa KOKETIMBO NMOBEPHY/a rofoBy, —
MeHs 30BYyT [lasHupa. MoxHo npocTo JaHa. A T1ebsa?

— CBWHpPWHCTENb, — OTBETUJ1 COBEHOK M MOCMELWHO
nobasun, — ana 1eba npocto BuHpu, — a 1o ewe JaHe, yero
no-6poro, B36penet B ronoBy HasbiBaTb ero CBMHOM. 3TO
AypauKoe npo3suLle oH BoobLe TepneTb He Mor.

— Tbl NOKaxewWb MHe COBATHIO? — cnpocuna JaHa.

— Tak Tebe xe, Bpoae, Tyaa Henb3d, — 3aMmeTun CBUH.

— Hy, a9 aymalo, 4To OAMH pa3oyeKk BCe-Taku MOXHO. YX
OYeHb Xxo4yeTcsl, — Beceno yxHyna flaHa. — Bce paBHO Befpb
HUKTO M3 Moero AoMa 06 3TOM He y3HaeT.

— Torga netuM! — paioCTHO B3MaxHY KpbUibsiMn CBUHPUHCTENb.
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CBUHpPUWHCTENb CTan BUAETLCA C asiHMPOW KaXAbl AeHb.
[axce koraa He 6b1710 NOYThI, COBa NpuieTana B XorsapTc NpocTo
nob6onTaTb C HOBbIM APYroM, oT4ero CBMH NpakTU4eCcKn nepectan
6bIBaTb B COBATHE.

— He HpaBuTCcsa MHe 3Ta rarapa, — Bop4ana Xeasura,
Habnoaas B OkHO, kak CBMH 1 [laHa HOCATCA ApYr 3@ APYroM. —
He BbINAET HUYEro NyTHOroO U3 3TOM APYX6bl.

Dppos, KOTOpbI MO cBOEMY OObIKHOBEHWUID 3acTpsn
B XOrBapTce Ha HeCKOJIbKO AHEN Nocre Toro, Kak npuHec ®peay
n ropaXy AeHbrM Ha KapMaHHble pacxoabl, 406poayLUHO yxarn,
ycrnokauvBas noapyry.

M3 rnaBHbIX BOPOT LUKO/bI BbILeN KPYr/10/MUbIA, TOJICTEHbKUIA
ManbyuLlKa C MOKPACHEBLUMMU OT cfie3 rnasamMu. Bexnuneisas,
OH Hayan obwapueaTb Tpasy.

— CMOTpH, — 3aMeTun Dppon, — KaxeTcs, Hesunn onatb
notepsn Tpesopa.

— Thbl X04elb cKaszaTb, — XUXUKHYNa Xeasura, — TpeBop
onATb yApan oT Hero?

M TyT Xe, nepeneTeB Ha NOAOKOHHMK, OHa KPUKHYNa:

— BuHpwu! BuHpu! Cenyac xe Hanam Tpesopa! Hesunn yxe
COBCEeM C Hor cbuncs!

Ycnbiwae TpeboBaTenbHbI OKpUK Xeasurn, CBUHPUHCTENb
pe3Kko 3aTopMO3u B BO3AYXE W MaxHyn KpbiioMm [laHe, mon,
NIeTU CO MHOM.

— Xaba HeBunna onatb notepsnacek? — cnpocuna JasHupa,
HaroHss COBEHKa.

— Tbl 3Haewsb TpeBopa? — yamsuncsa Tot. — OTkyaa?

— Mol KOMNaHbOH paccka3biBaeT MHe 060 BceM, 4TO
rnpouvcxoauT B XoreapTce, — nosicHuna JaHa, ¢ Tpy4oM nocresas
3a CBMHOM. — OH BoOb6Le yacTo 6ecenyeT coO MHOM, 0CO6EHHO
no sevyepam. BnpoueMm, OH, Kak u BCce, cuymTaeT Hesunina
yepecyyp paccessHHbIM. Mo KOMNaHbOH FOBOPUT, UTO AaxXe ecnu
y Tebs NnamMaThb, Kak peLleTo, 3TOT HeA0CTaTOK MOXXHO UCNPaBUTb
exefHEeBHbIMN TPEHNPOBKaMMU.

— A KTO TBOM KOMMNAHbOH? — cripocusi CBMHPUHCTENb, Cerka
3aenays [aHe. PoH HMKOrga He yaocyxusancsa nobontatb C HUM
Ha paBHbIX, a TOJIbKO Kpwu4asn, 4Tobbl COBEHOK YrOMOHMUJICS,
BCAKWUI pa3, Kak TOMY MPUXOAN/I0 B FOJIOBY HEMHOIO Pa3MsATbCS.

— O! OH cambIl ny4ywmin Ha ceeTe, — oTBeTwna [aHa, —
cambln fo6pbI, caMbll NOHUMaKLWKMA. Ero 30ByT...

N TyT OHU yBmaenu TpeBopa. ToncTbin xab, Takon xe
KPYFNEHbKMA W HENMOBKWIA, Kak M ero Brageney, npecrnoKoMHO
npbiras no TPOnuHKe, BeayLlen K 3anpeTHoMy Jlecy, n He 3amevan,
YTO BbICOKO B Hebe KpYXXWUT YePHbIi BOPOH, KOTOPbIV 3/1bIM M1a30M
KOCUTCs Ha 3eMto. He ycnenu CBUHpUHCTENb 1 [laHa NOHATb, YTO
NPOVCXOANT, KaK BOPOH KaMHEM yNan BHU3 1 Yepe3 CeKyHAy CHOBa
B3neTen. B knoBe y Hero 6ecnomoLHo 6ontancs Tpesop.

— A Hy noctaBb Moero agpyra obpaTHo! — rHeBHO 3akpuyan
CBWH. — Kak Tbl cMeelub ecTb Tpesopal!
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BopoH B OTBeT Aaxe rofoBbl He MOBEPHY/, a NuWb
3HepruyHee 3apabotasn KpbibsaMu. CTepneTb NoA06HYO HAr/I0CTb
CBMHPUHCTENb HMKAK He MOr. [pOo3HO LWenKkas KAlBOM,
OH 6pocunca B NoroHw. Bckope Bbicokne 6awHM XoreapTtca
ncuyesnu saanv. BopoH yBepeHHO neTen Brepes v, NoxXoxe,
He paccTaBasiCcs C MbIC/IbIO XOPOLIEHbKO 3aKyCcuTb xabo. [aHa
He oTcTaBana oT CBUHPUHCTENS W, NO Mepe TOro Kak OHMu
NpoABUIraNUChb Aanblue, Nepbs Y HEe Ha 3aTblsIKe TOMOPLUUINCD
BCe 6onblie n 6onblue.

— MNo-mMmoeMy, — 3aabixascb OT 6bICTPOro noseTa,
npokpuyana oHa CBUHY, — NO-MOEMY, Mbl JIETUM KO MHe AO0MOW!

— K 1ebe goMOI? — yAMBNEHHO YXHY/N COBEHOK. — YTO
3abbin 3TOT NoXMpaTens narywek y Tebs goma?

— HasepHoe, 370 1 ero oM, — B340xHYyNa JaHa. — 4 xe
roBopunaa, YTo COBCEM HeAaBHO MOCTYNUa Ha 3Ty cnyxoby, u
MHOrmne obutatenm UMeHns MHe He3HaKOMbI.

— WUMeHna?! — CBWH Tak pe3ko 3aTOPMO3WUJ, 4YTO
nepeKkyBbIpHYNCS B BO3A4yXe 4yepes3 ronosy. B aywe y Hero
3apoAnNINCb Hexopolwmne npeayvyyBCTBMSA, HO cenyvac 6bino
He A0 Toro. BopoH cTpeMuTenbHO yaansancs n rpo3nscs BCKope
COBCEM UCYE3HYTb U3 BMAY.

Ha ¢oHe ronyboro Heba npocTynun MpaudHbiin CcunysT
CTapyHHOro 3aMKa. BopoH Hanpasuncsa NpsMo K HeMy. [NepeneTtes
yepes CTeHy, OH CrniaHMpoBan Ha rpybbivi 6yNbIKHMK MOLLLEHOIO
ABOpa W BbINOHYN TpeBopa Ha kKaMHW. BeaHbili xab Haxoanncs
B rnybokom obmopoke. OH nexan HenoABMXHO, pacrniacTtas
nanku. CBMHPUHCTENb BMECTO TOro, YTOo6bl MOMbITAaTLCA YTALUUTb
Apyra us3-noj Hoca Bopa, BCTONOPLUWUA Nepbs, pacnyCcTu XBOCT
M C rpO3HbIM K1EKOTOM 6pocuncsa Ha BOpoHa. OaHako TOT 6bin
COBCEM He pacnosioXeH ApaTbCs, HO W A06bIYy ynyCcKaTb OH 6bin
He HaMepeH, a NOTOMYy, BHOBb NOAXBAaTUB TpeBopa, IOPKHYN B
OAHO U3 OKOH Ha nepBoOM 3Taxe. CBMHPUHCTENb 3@ HUM. OHM
CTpeMrnaBs M4yanucb No NOJyTEMHOMY KOpuAOpYy, He obpalias
BHMMaHWA Ha JIeCTHULUbI, KOTOpble YBOAWAM WX BCe Aanblue
M Janblue K nogsanam.

CBUHpPUWHCTENb 6bI1 Tak yBJIeYEeH NOroOHEN, YTO He 3aMeTu,
Kak ogHa m3 B6OKOBbIX ABEpeln OTKpblacb, U U3 Hee Bbiwen
Kakon-To yenosek. Ha nmonHol ckopocTu CBUHPUHCTENDb
Bpe3asiCs B YepHblli 6apXxaTHbI XXUNeT 1 pyXHy/ Ha Mon.

— Kpakc! — 310 KpuKHyn HesHakomel. — YTo 34echb
nponcxoanT?

BOpOH HexoTs BepHYyNCa M cen Ha NoACTaBAEHHYI PYKY.
CBUHPUHCTENb, 3aApaB ronoBY, B3rNSHYN Ha yenoBeka
1 okameHen. bnegHoe NMUO C apuUCTOKpPaTUYECKUMN YepTaMmu,
cepebpucTbie BONOCHI, paccbinaBluMecs Mo njaeyam, KOa4ni
B3rnaa 6ecuBeTHbiX rnas.. Jliounyc Mandon! Tak BOT,
OKa3blBaeTCs, KTO 3TOT 3arafoyHbli KOMMaHbOH [asHupbl!
He yamButenbHO, 4TO eli 3anpeweHo 6biBaTb B XOrBapTCKOM
COBSITHE.

CBMHPWHCTENb HEMAO Cblan o0 cemencTee Mandoes 1 gaxe
napy pa3s CTasikuancs ¢ Maaawmm n3s Hux. Kpome Toro, Mandoes
TepneTb He MOr 2ppon, a yx XeasBura, Ta U NoAaBHO MO-rna
TONbKO 6paHNTLCA, KOrAA MNPy HEN YNOMUHANW 3T0 UMSA. MHeHns
Xeasurn ana CeuHa 6b110 gocTaTtoyHo. Pa3 oHa cuuTaer, 4To
Mandoun — 3T0 3710, 3HAUUT, TaK OHO N eCTb.

— Y70 ewe 3a ApSHb Tbl NPMBONOK? — CTPOro cripawuunean,
Tem BpeMeHeM, Jlioumyc. — BbinnoHKM cervac xe! MoxHo
noaymatb, Tebsi He KOpMST, pa3 Tbl BCE BPEMS HOPOBULLb COXPaTb
KaKy-HMbyAb A0XNYI0 Xaby.

BopoH HexoTsa packpbln KB, U TpeBOp CHOBa LWEenHycs
Ha KaMeHHbI nos. JIIouMyC OTWBbIPHY/1 €ro HOCKOM 60TUHKa
K CTeHe.

— Hapo 6yaeT BeneTb AOMOBbIM 311bdam npmubpaTb 34eCb, —
npobopMoTan oH, HaKNOHAACL Haa CBMHPUHCTENneM. — JasHupa,
KTO Tebe no3Bonua BReTaTb BHYTPb 3aMKka? — Jllounyc pesko
CXBaTUN HaxoAsLEerocs B CTynope CoOBeHKa 3a nanbl U NOAHAN
BBepX. — XM, Aa 370 He [asdHupa! — BOCKIUKHY/ OH,
paccMoTpeB ero XopouweHbko. — [MpubnyaHbIi Kakon-To...
Pa3ssenochb TyT nonpoLuaex...

Nlounyc nepexsatun CBWUHPUHCTena noyaobHee,
HaMmepeBasCb CBEPHYTb eMy wet. W TyT eMy Ha ronosy
C NoToJIKa CBanwunacb npsataswasncsa Ao atoro JaHa. Cosa
BUEnunacbk Korrsamu B 6enokypble Bonockl Mandos-crapLliero
1 CBUPEno 3aluenikana KJtoBOM Y HEro nepea anmuom, oTHasHHO
xnonas KpbibsMu. OT HEOXNAAHHOCTU JTIOLUMYC BbINYCTWUA U3 PYK
CBWHPUWHCTENS, KOTOPbIN, HAKOHeL-TO Npuasa B cebs1, MeTHyncs
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K cTeHe, rae 6ecnoMowHO nexan TpeBop, M OCTOPOXHO
noaxsaTun apyra.

— Y710 3a uept! — Mandoii, 6e3ycnewHo nNbiTaBWMUIACS
n36aBuTbCS OT B36ECUBLLENCS COBbI, MOTSAHY/CS 3@ BOSLWE6HOM
nasioyKomn.

— [aHa, 6eperucb! — CBUH BOBpeMs ycrnesn B3JieTeTb
W TONIKHYTb MOAPYry 3a OAHY W3 KOJIOHH, NMOAAEP>XMBALLINX
CBOAYATHIM NOTONIOK KOPMAOPA, KOrAa 3efeHas BCrbllKa ABajga
Kegaspa ypnapvina B CTeHy, NpoJfieTeB TaM, FAe TONbKO 4TO 6bina
coBa. MpamopHasa Kpowka 6pbi3Hyna BO BCE CTOPOHbI, a ABe
COBbI, WWApaxascCb OT CTEHbl K CTEHE, METHYJINCb NO KOPUAOPY,
BeAyleMy B noa3eMenbs. Bcneg um netenu 3eneHblie BCMbILWKK
W NPOKNSATUSA, KaKUX He Cbllan eLe KONA40BCKON Mup.
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Xepsura HepeHuyana. C tex nop, kak CBUHPUHCTENDb
OTNPaBWIICS Ha NONCKKN TpeBopa, MNPOLUSIO YXe HECKONIbKO AHen!
[daxke, ecnu NpeanonoXxutb, 4To xab npbiran Bce BpeMms
C MakCMManbHOM CKOPOCTbIO, Ha KaKyl TONbKO crnocobeH,
OH He MOr ycKakaTb ganble 3anpeTHoro Jleca. [ae ke MOXHO
NCKaTb ero CTO/IbKO BpeMeHn?

— 3Hana 5, 3Hana, 4to Hu4ero n3 3Ton Apyx6bl XopoLlero
He BbINAEeT, — npuuuTana Xeasura, cMas Ha NOAOKOHHWUKE U
BrnsiabiBasicb B Aanb. — HaBepHsika, u3-3a 3ton JaHbl BuHpn
BMYyTasiCs B KaKyl-HU6yAb CKBEPHYIO MCTOpUIO!

— He Hapo Tak roBoputb, Xeaam, — rpyCTHO yXHyn Dppor.
OH TOXe nepexwunsan 3a coBeHka. — [laHa Hennoxas AeBoYKa,
a ¢ TeM, 4yTo BuHpu BNobmncs, Tbl BCE paBHO HUYEro He CMOXeELLb
nogenatb. Kak 6bl Tbl HM X0Tena, 4Tobbl OH BCHO XW3Hb Npocuaen
psaom ¢ Tobon, paHo Mnn NO34HO HacTaHeT BpeMs CBUTb eMy
CBOE rHes3ao.

— Korpa oHo ele HacTaHeT! — BcTonopLiuiacb Xeasura. —
BuHpW paHo AyMaTb O ceMbe, OH C/IULLKOM ManeHbkui!

— YBepsito Tebs, — 3ameTun Dpposi, — OH NoKa U He AyMaeT.

— Ho rae xe oH, rae? — XeaBura B HepBax KJIOHYa
AEepeBAHHYIO pamy.

CKkpunHyna ABepb, W B COBATHIO, He crnewa, Bowen
Koconancyc. O6BMB nanbl XBOCTOM, OH yCeJiCS Mo OKHOM
N ckasan:

— Cnbixanu HOBOCTb? [AamMbnaop onsiTb KyAa-TO HaMbIIUACS
exaTb M, KOHEYHO Xe, KyAa-To AaNneKo.

— 3HaunT, ONATb XAW HENPUATHOCTEN, — PACCTPOEHHO
wenkHyna kntoBoM Xeasura. — Koconancyc, y Hac
CBWHpWHCTenb nponan!

— HanpeTtcs, HUKyAa He AeHeTCsl, — KOT pacTaHycs
Ha nosy, NoACTaBMB MOXHaTbIM 60K conHuy. — He B nepBbIl pas.

CHOBa cKpunHyna ABepb, U B COBATHIO 3arnsHyna Mucecuc
Hoppwuc. Bua y Kowkm 6611 o4eHb nevasnbHbi. Koconancyc pe3so
BCKOYMA U BpoCcuncsa e HaBCcTpeyy':

— YTto c Tobon?

— MeHs onaTte No6UAN yyeHuKU, — rpycTHO cCKaszana
Kowka. — Kak 06bl4HO. Hy, CKaxu Tbl MHE, NoyeMy KaXkAbli
B XOrBapTcCe Tak U HOPOBUT MEHS NMHYTb? — OHa CMaxHy/ia Cre3bl
KOHYMKOM XBOCTa 1 3abunacbk B caMblli faNIbHUI YO COBSATHU.

Koconancyc cen psaoMm C Her, yCrnokavsatoLle Mypiibiya YTo-To.

— Bcsa 6epga B ToM, — ckasan Dppos, — 4YTO AETU CUMTAIOT,
6yATO Thbl 32 HUMM LUMMOHULLL W AOKIaAblBaellb 060 Bcem dunyy,
a ®unya 34ecb Mano KTo SIl0bUT, 3HaAUUT, He NbaT 1 Tebs.

— W BOBCe A He WNWOoHK, — cepanTo npowwunena Hoppuc.

— WBylwKa, — 3a CTpPonHyo durypy n rubkune nanku Sppon
Ha3blBas ee TO/IbKO TakK, — MbI-TO MPEKpPaCHO 3TO 3HaeM, HO
Belb He O6BACHULIDb Xe Takue C/0XHble Belu TeM, KTO
He MOoHMMaeT Hallero sA3biKa.

YueHukn n B caMoM gene Hegonwobnmeanu kowky dunua,
BMNpoOYeM, KaK 1 ero camoro. Muccuc Hoppuc, AencTBuTenbHO,
nosiensanace 6ykBanbHO U3 HUOTKYAA B CaMblil HENOAXOASLWMIA
MOMEHT M 3a4acTylo SloMana TWwaTesibHO NPOAYMaHHbIE NaHbI.
Kak niobas kowka, OHa NpekpacHO OpuMeHTMpoBanach
B 3aMyTaHHOM MepensjieTeHUn KOPUAOPOB W 3HaNa He TOSIbKO
noTaliHble X04bl, HO U MbILNHbIE TPOMbl, U TYHHENN, NPOPbITbIe
KpOTaMu M Caf0BbIMM FTHOMaMW, KOTOPbIX Ha HUXHUX 3Taxax
wkonbl 6bI10 60nbWe, YyeM gocTaTo4yHOo. Ho oHa BoOBcCe
He WNWOHWNA 3a y4yeHukamu, a, Kak morna, obeperana
OT OMacHOCTeN, nmoAacTeperaswnx Nbutenen NpuUkKIOYEHUN
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B HOYHbIX KOpuaopax Xorsaptca. [TpoxunsLIas NOYTH BCIO XU3Hb
B WKone, Muccmuc Hoppuc 3Hana takoe, o0 YeM He nofo3pesan
paxe cam [Jambnmop. A CKONbKO pa3 HECBOEBPEMEHHOEe,
Ha nepBbIA B3rnsaa, nosieneHne dunya crnacano pedbaT ecnu
He OT CMepTu, TO yX OT 60/IbHUYHOWN KOWKM TOYHO. KOHEe4yHo,
XOrBapTCKuUin 3aBxo03 6bl He caMOl MPUATHOW Ha CBeTe
JINYHOCTBLIO. JlaguTb € HUM 6bI10 OoYeHb TpyAaHO. [laxe cama
Mucecnc Hoppuc, koTtopyto ®uny nobun 6e3 namatm, ctapanacb
AepXxaTbCs nojasblue OT CBOEro X03siMHa, Koraa y Toro 6bisio
nnoxoe HacTpoeHue. Ho kowka noHwuMana, 4to Ounuy
npuxoamnTca Henerko. OH CAWLWKOM 3auUUKAWACS Ha CBOEWN
ywepbHOCTN, KaK OH cuyuTan, NpokanmHas camoro cebs
3a OTCYTCTBME Marmyeckux crnocobHocTten. OH CTbIgUICSH
NOKa3blBaTbCS Ha rna3a CBOWM POAHbIM W Mpeanoyen BecTu
3aMKHYTYI0 XW3Hb OAMHOKOro 4yefsoBeka, noao3pesas,
BO3MOXHO, U He 6e3 ocHOBaHwuii, uyTo ambnaop B35 €ro Ha 3Ty
[O/MKHOCTb UCKJTIOUUTENBbHO U3 XXanocTtu. Tonbko Muccuc Hoppuc
3Hana, yero cromno ®un4dy NpmMsHaTh TO, YTO OH CKBKO. B AeTcTBE
OH 6blN TWeCNaBHbIM MAPHULIKOW, SHEPTUYHbIM, MOJIHbIM
MeuTaHWi 0 BEIMKNX CBepLUeHNAX. Ero HacTonbHOM KHMrom 6bina
3HUMKIoneams «Benvkue sonwebHkn Mnpa». ManeHbkuim duny
3HaN ee Hau3yCTb W MeyTan CcTaTb TakKMM Xe, KaK 3Tu
BosiwebHunkn. Het, paxe nyywe! A NOTOM MUP BOKPYr Hero
PYXHyn. OH MOHSAM, YTO OH HUKTO, YTO €ro pajgyXHblM MeyTam
He CyXZAEeHO BOMIOTUTBLCS B XWU3Hb. DTO OblN CINLLIKOM CUNbHbIN
ypaap, v ®uny 3amkHynca B cebe, npeBpaTUBLIUCH
U3 XXM3HEPAAOCTHOro Masnbymka B Opro3Xallero, BE4YHO BCEM
HeZ0BOIBHOrO CTapuka. TonbkKo Co cBoel nwbumnuein, Mmccmc
Hoppuc, oH penuncsa Tem, 4TO fieXano y Hero Ha cepaue, u,
BO3MOXHO, MOTOMY, YTO APYrMx cobeceiHMKOB Y Hero, B obLiem-
TO, He 6bIN10, OH MNOCTENEHHO CTan MOHMMATbL CBOO KOLLUKY TaK Xe
XOpOLWO, Kak ecnn 6bl OHa roBopuia No-4enoBeYvecKu.

Munccuc Hoppuc Tsxeno B3AO0XHYyNa W, B3rNsSHYB
Ha Koconancyca nonHbIM TOCKM B3rNS40M, CKa3ana:

— JlagHo, noray s, a ToO MOM CTapuk TaM 6e3 MeHs coBceM
3acKy4aeT, — OHa NoAHSAIACb CO CBOEro MecTa 1, NpuxpamblBas,
3aKoBblf1SN1a K ABEPMU.

Koconancyc co4yBCTBEHHO MOCMOTpen eu Bcnes. Muccuc
Hoppuc ornsiHynacbe Ha Hero, ropbkKo yCMexHyfacb 1 ckasana:

— Buanwb nn, y HEKOTOPbIX YYEHWKOB OGOTUHKU OYEHb
TSHKeNble, 1 MOUM flanam TPyAHO C HUMK obLaTbes.

Fnasa 5

Xeasura niaBHO CrnylaHMpoBara Ha nsedyo appu 1 cyHyna
eMy B pyku nmucbMo oT Cupuyca Bnaka. Manbunk pagocTHO
ynblbHYnca n 6naroaapHo nornaann 6enocHeXHbIe Nepbs COBbI.
XeaBura HeXHO YLUUMHYNa ero 3a yxo, HO Ha Aylue y Hee 6b110
HeCnoKomHo. CBMHPUHCTESb TaK N HE BEPHYICS.

— 3n, Nappwn, — PoH TKkHyn apyra noktem B 60K, — cMOTpU-
ka, ¢ MandoemM 4To-TO CTpaHHOE TBOPUTCS.

Fappw ornsHyncs, Xeasura Toxe. 3a C/IM3E€PUHCKMM CTOMOM,
roe HeCcKoNbKO MUHYT Hasaja uapuno Bceobliee Becenbe,
BbI3BaHHOE [BYCMbIC/IEHHbIMU LWYTKaMU, KOTOPbIE OTMycKan
Opako B agpec rpudduHaopues, yCTaHOBMIACcb MepTBas
TMWKWHA. Jpoxawummm pykamu Mandon agepxan nucbMmo,
3aCTbIBLUMM B3r1S40M YCTaBUBLLUCE B OAHY TOUKY.

— [Opako! — lNMaHcu MapKMHCOH TpOHYNa ero 3a pyKy, — 4To-
TO He Tak?

— Mnoxne BectTn n3 goMa? — He OT/IMYABLUMNCS TaKTOM
Kpabbe noTaHyncsa 3a nucbMoM, HO [pako 6bICTpPO CKOMKarn
nunctok 6ymarum n CyHyn ero B KapMaH MaHTuu.

— Bce B nopsaake, Kpab, — ckasan oH AepeBsiHHbIM rOJI0COM
M noAHsnca ¢ mecrta. — MHe Haao naTw.

C HEeNpOoHMLIAEMbIM BbIpaXXe€HVEM NMLA OH MPOLLECTBOBa MUMO
"appw, PoHa v F'epM1OHbI, KOTOpbIe C U3YMJIEHUEM B3MPasiv Ha Hero.

— Mo-moeMy, y Mandos 4To-TO Cny4ynnocb, — cKasana
epMnoHa, korga [ipako Bbiwen 13 3ana.

— HamMm, Bo BCSIKOM cniyyae, A0 3TOro Aesia HeT, — 0To3Basicsa
PoH. — KT0 xou4eT eLle TbiIkBEHHOro coka?

N HWKTO He 3amMeTwun, Kak Bcnen 3a Mandoem B ABepwu
npockosb3Hyna Muccmnc Hoppuc.

HeBnanMMON TeHbIO KOLWKa Kpanacb BAOMb CTEH, AepXacCb
Ha paccTosiHMM OT [Ipako 1 No BpeMeHaM MpUHIOXMBASACh, YTO6bI
He cbuTbCa Cc NnyTW. 3a Aonrve roAbl HKWOX y Hee pa3BuCSH

npeKpacHbINn, n Tenepb oHa Morna 6patb cnea He Xyxe ntobol
cobaku. B noazemenbax, kak Bceraa, 661710 CyMpayHo U CbIpo.

Manb4umk 66111 CMbHO paccTpoeH. 3To Muncecmc Hoppuc noHana
cpa3sy. B Takom cocTtosiHum oH Mor 3abpecTn HeBeAOMO KyAa
WU CTONKHYTbCA TaM HeBeAOMO C KeM. Pa3 yx OH pewwun
cnpsaTaTtbCsa OT NO6OMNbITHLIX a3 He rae-HMbyab HaBepxy,
a B C/IM3EPUHCKMX NOABaNax — XAN HerNnpusaTHOCTEN.

Xyawue onaceHnsa Muccmuc Hoppuc noaTBepAnInCb, Koraa
[pako cBepHyn B KaKon-TO Y3k 6OKOBOW NMpoxoa v, nponas
HECKOJ1bKO LIAroB, NPUHSICA BHUMATENbHO U3y4YaTb CTeHy. Yepes
MWUHYTY OH Hawen, 4Tto uckan. C TUXUM LWEeNYKOM HECKO/bKO
KaMHel NpoBasMaANCb KyAa-TO B TEMHOTY, OTKPbIB Y3KWi Nnas,
B KOTOPbIA MO MPOTUCHYTbCA TONbKO pebeHok. Hy, n Kowka,
pa3symeetcs. OgHako Muccuc Hoppuc egsa ycnena npockounTb
B TEMHYIO AbIPY, NpeXae YeM KaMHU BCTanu Ha MecTto. Ho xBocT
el BCe-Taku, XOTb M YyTb-4yTb, HO NpuLLeMUO. MNogaBmBLUNCD
COBCTBEHHbIM LUMNEHNEM, KOLLKa Ornsaenacb BOKPYT... U CEpAUTO
3awmnena cHoBa. Tenepb yxe oT fgocaabl. OHa 3Hana 3To MecTo,
M To, 4TO OHa 0 HeM 3Hana, el He HPaBWIOCh.

[Opako 4TO-TO NpowenTan, U B TEMHOTE 3aTennuiacs
ApOXallnii OroHeKk ceBe4yn. B ee HEpOBHOM CBeTe MPOCTyNuAU
oyepTaHus HebOoNbLOW KPYr/ion KOMHAaTbl, BCHO 06CTaHOBKY
KOTOpOM cocTaBnsina rpybas KaMeHHas CKambs y CTeHbl. [oxoxe,
Mandoli npuwen coga He B nepsBbii pa3. Muccmuc Hoppuc
3aMeTuna CBA3KY CBeYen Nnoh CKaMbel M HeCKONbKO 0b6epTok
OT LWOKOMaAHbIX NAryLlweK n opelwwkos boTca.

[pako cen Ha CKaMbio W YTKHYJICA NMLOM B NaAoHW. YyTkue
ywn Mwuccmc Hoppuc ynoBuamM CTpaHHbIA, He CBOMCTBEHHbIN
yenoseky, 3BYyK. [lpako Mando TUXOHbKO CKyuni, packavmBascChb
U3 CTOPOHbI B CTOPOHY. Muccmnc Hoppuc HecnbIWHO nogKpanach
nobnwxe. BApyr WepcTb Yy Hee Ha CrivHe BCTana Abl6oM. B TEMHbIX
Yyronkax KOMHaTbl OAWH 3a APYIMM CTanu 3aXuratbCs TYCK/ble
OroHbku. Yenosek, 6yab OH Jaxe BoO/WEOHWKOM, He MOr
WX BUWAETb, HO rNasa KOWKW OTYETINBO pasnuyanu cnaboe
cBeyeHume. IToro-to Muccmnc Hoppuc n 6osnack. Ta yacTb 3aMKa,
Kyaa Opako cbexan u3 nasHoro 3ana, 6bina obutanuiiem
MOPOKOB. 3TV 3arajoyHble HEeBMAWMbIE CyLLeCTBa MUTannCb
YenoBeYeCKMMM HecyacTbsSMW, Hacbllas B3aMeH 6naxkeHHoe
3abeseHune. Het, oHM BOBCe He 6bIn 3N106HBIMU NOPOXAEHUSMU
TbMbl UK Kakoro-HMbyab BonwebHuka Bpoae Bongemopta. OHun
npocTo 66111 TakMMKU. MOXeT, TO, YTO OHM Aenanu, 66110 6bl U He-
nnoxo, ecnun 6bl cTeneHb 3abBeHMs, KOTOPOe OHM Aapwiau, He
yBenun4yMBanacb COOTBETCTBEHHO NePeXnBaHMAM Yenoseka. [ipako
Mandow 6611 6ykBanbHO youUT ropem, a B TakoM crlydae 3abBeHnem
MOXET 6bITb TONIbKO 0A4HO. CMepTb.

Mopokun HeToponnneo npmbnawmxanuce. Muccuc Hoppwuc, Bbl-
rHYB AYrON CAWHY, BbICKOYMIA UM HaBCTpeYy, CTapasiCb 3aKpbiTh
cobown [ipako. Mandown B34pOrHyn n noaHsan ronosy. Masa ero
OKPYrIMAMCb OT YAUBNEHMS, KOraa OH yBuaen nepep cobown
SPOCTHO LWMNSLLYHO KOLUKY.

— Mwuccnc Hoppuc?! — BOCKAMKHYN Manbyuk. — OTKyaa
Tbl 34€Cb B3si1acb?

Habniopaa kpaem rnasa 3a 4yTb OTCTYNMBLUMMU MOPOKaMMU,
Munccuc Hoppuc passepHynacb K [lpako u 3anpbirHyna emy
Ha KONeHW.

— 30, 4TO Tbl Aenaewb?! — BO3MyTUACHA TOT. — A Hy, 6pbICb!

He 3aaymbiBasicb, OH AOBOJIbHO rpy6o cTtonkHyn Muccuc
Hoppuc Ha non, HO KowKa He yHMManack. OHa BHOBb BCKOYMa
[pako Ha KONeHW 1, NaCKOBO Mypiblva, CBEPHYNack B KNy6oK,
HaCTOPOXXEHHO NoCMaTpmMBas B TEMHOTY.

— MNoxoxe, MHe oT Tebs He n3baBuTbcs, — 3amMeTun Jpako
W BAPYF, YTKHYBLWMWCb SINLOM B MAMKYK KOLWAYbl LEPCTb,
paspblaancs.

«Hy, pacckaxw xe MHe, 4To Tebs TPeBOXUT», — MbIC/IEHHO
mMonuna ero Mucenc Hoppuc. bnarogaps AnvtenbHOMy 06LeH1Io
¢ ®unyem oHa 3Hana, 4YTo YenoBeKy HaA0 BbIrOBOPUTLCSH, TOrAA
eMy cTaHeT nerye. Ecnm 6b1 Tonbko [lpako noaenuncs € Hewn
CBOMM rOpeM, MOPOKM OTCTYNunAun bl OT Hero.

To nvn pako, n Npaeaa, yibiwan Monbbbl Mucecnc Hoppuc, To nin
MO/4aTh Y Hero yxe 6orblue He 6b110 C1i, HO HEOXKMAAHHO OH CKasan:

— BOT 4TO TbI TYT CMAULWBL CO MHOM? MOMOYb Xo4uelwwb? HUKTO
MHEe NMOMOYb HE CMOXET! — OH Mone3 B KapMaH MaHTUKM 1, AOCTaB
CKOMKaHHOe NncbMo, pacnpasun bymary Ha ckambe. — CerogHs
MHEe Hanucan oTeu, — MNpOA0/HKAN OH M1yXMM rosocom, —
OH BOO6LEe peAKo MHe MULIET, U BCeraa ero NucbMo HeceT B
cebe aypHble BecTn. BoT 1 cerogHs... OH Hanucan... Hanucan... —
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ronoc [lpako copsarsncs. — JasHupa ymepnal Mos coBa, mMos
[ana! OH cam ee ybun... Mow oteu ybun moto coy!

Muccuc Hoppuc BCTana Ha 3agHue nanbl U NpUHAAach
BblN3bIBaTb [lpako N1L0, MO KOTOPOMY TEK/IN CONEHbIE Cre3bl.
Koraa ee koTsTa nnakanm unm 6snm pacctpoeHsl, Muccuc Hoppuc
BCeraa BOT Takxke Bblv3biBana ux. Ho oHa coBceM He 6bina
yBepeHa B TOM, YTO B AAHHOM C/llyyae 3TO MOMOXeT. XOpoLlo,
XOTb MOPOKW pacTBOPU/IUCE B TEMHOTE.

Fnasa 6

— 51 He Bepto! — Xeaura c cunon ygapunacb O CTEHY. —
A He Bepto! BuHpu xuB!

Muccuc Hoppuc cupena Ha nony psgoMm c Koconancycowm,
MpayHo HabnwAaasn 3a UCTEPUYHBIMU METAHUAMMW COBbI.

— Xepau, ycnokoncsa! — Dppon, TAXeno B3MaxHyB
KpblbAMK, NOANETEN K NOAPYre U 3aropoauns en opory.

He ycneslas 3atopmo3nTb Xeasura Bpesanacb B GUInHa,
M OHW BMECTE PYXHY i1 Ha non.

— 51 He Beplo, — NpoLuenTana CoBa, 3aKpbIB rnasa. — ppon,
noXanyncra, CKaxxu, 4To 3To HenpasAa.

— D70 Henpasaa, Xepaau, — ckasan Dppos, C TpyAOM
noAHUMasnChb Ha Horn. — [lpako ckasan, 4to ero otew youn JaHy.
Mpo BMHPY B NUCbMe HMYero He 6b1s10 CKasaHo.

— CTaHEeT OH NncaTb CbiHY O KAKOM-TO COBEPLLEHHO HE3HAKOMOM
COBeHKe, — MpocToHana Xeasura. — BuHpwm 6bin BMecTe ¢ [aHon,
Tbl NOHMMaeLwb!? Bmecte!!! begHas aesoyka! beaHbii Mol BuHpw!

— Tuwe, — rpycTHO yXHyn 2ppon, — Tuwe. He Hapo
oTyaumBaTbCA. MOXET, BCe He Tak naoxo. Tbl Xe 3Haewsb Jlrounyca.
Ero cnoBam Henb3s AOBEpATb.

— S neuy Tyna! — XeaBura cBeukov B3BUacb B BO34yX. —
Ecnun BUHpW XuB, €My Hy>XHa rNMoMoLLb.

— S noneyy c To6oi, — Dppon npuwypunca. — B Takom
COCTOSIHUM Tbl CNOCO6Ha HAaTBOPUTL FYNOCTEN, — OH MOCMOTpen
Ha KOLeK, C 3alyM4YMBbIM BUAOM CMAEBLUNX Ha nony. — MByLuka,
Koconancyc, npurnsante, noxanymncra, 3a XorsapTcom, noka
Hac ¢ Xeaau He byaet goma.

— Cpenaem, — Koconancyc HepBHO AepHy/s XBOCTOM, —
He 6ecnokowcs.

Xeasura v Dppon OTNPaBUANCE B NyTb AaNeKO 3a NOHOYb.
NlyHbl He 6bin0, M HebO, cnaowb ycCbiMaHHOE 3Be34aMMu,
noaAMUIrMBaNoO CBEPXY MUIMOHaMu cusowmnx rnas. Cosam
HEe HY>XHO 6b1110 AONONHUTENbHOE ocBeleHne. OHM NpeKpacHo
BUWAENN B TEMHOTe, NpoknagbiBas cebe fopory cpeau necos
n nonen. KoHeyHo, NmeHune MandoeB 6bisI0 CKpPbITO
OT MOCTOPOHHUX rNas, CKpbITO, MOXET ObITb, Aaxe nyylle, Yem
caM XorapTc. Ho Tak1M OMbITHbIM NOYTOBbLIM COBaM, Kak Xeasura
1 DppoJ1, OTbICKaTb ero 66110 He Tak yX TPYAHO.

Yepes3 HeCKobKO YacoB BAAN MOKa3ancsa MpayHblii CUIyaT
ocobHsAka. CoBbl MeAsleHHO NeTenn Bnepen, BHUMATENbHO
ornsAbIBasiCb No CTopoHaM. OHW 3Hanu, 4To OoT MandoeB MOXHO
XAaTb NobbIX ragoctein. Bapyr Sppon yaMBneHHO yxHys. Y camon
3eMan, B NON-NeTa, efne-efe B3MaxuBas KpblibaMKu, neTtena
Kakas-To nTuua. Het, ABe NTuubl.

— BuHpun! — BocknnkHyna Xepsura, Toxe 3aMeTUBLLAsA UX,
1 cTpemrnas 6pocunach K COBEHKY.

3T0, AencTBUTENbHO, 6bi1 OH. B KOrTAX OH gepxan
nonyxuweoro Tpeesopa M NMOMWHYTHO MOATasIKMBaAN CAUHOM
[NasHupy, nomoras en netetb. YBuaes apysen, CBUH UCMyCTUN
B340X 06/1eryeHns N KpuKHyn:

— Dppon! Xeasura! Kak xopowo, 4To Bbl 34eck! TpeBop
paHeH! [laHa paHeHa! BongemopT cobupaeTcsa HanacTb
Ha XoreapTc! A g He 3Halo, YTo AenaTthb!

XeaBura noaxsaTuia TepsaWy CO3HaHuWe [lasHupy
M CepanTO yXHyna:

— BonaemopT cobupaeTtcsa HamacTb Ha XoreapTc? YTo
Tbl Hecewb? lkona xopowo 3awuuieHa OT NOAO06HLIX
HenpusaTHocTen!

— 51 6bl He cTan roBOpMUTL 3TO Tak YBEPEHHO, — TUXO YXHY
Sppon, BCMOMUHas cobbiTMs Npowbix net, — xota Jambngop,
KOHEeYHOo, cTaparncs.

— Xepswura, a4 cam cnblwan, — He YHuMancs
CBUHpUHCTENb. — Mbl 4OMKHbI BCcex cnactu! BongemopT 3agyman
4YTO-TO yXacHoe! {1 coBceM He noHsn, yYTo... Ho oH cobupaeTcs
HanacTb Ha XorsapTc nocne3asTpal

— Tbl B 3TOM yBepeH? — cnpocus Dppor.

— [a! — coBeHOK 3Hepru4yHo 3akmBan rosoBon. — Jppor,
a ewe [laHa paHeHa, n TpeBop Toxe... [lomoru um, noxanyrcra!
Hy, noxanyncra, Hemea/ieHHO NpuayMai 4yTo-Hnbyab!

— Mbl oTHeceM ux k Xarpuay, — ckasana Xegsura. — OH,
HaBepHsKa, CMOXEeT MM NMOMOYb. A MOTOM Tbl HaM Bce Nogpo6HoO
pacckaxelLlb.

Xarpupg 6bin HeckasaHHO yaMBIeH, Koraa nocpean Houm K
HEMY B XWXXWHY B/ieTena uesnas Ky4ya coB. BennkaH HMKak He Mor
MOHATb, YTO MPOUCXOAMUT, NOKa coBa Mappu He cyHyna eMy noj
Hoc xaby Heswnna Jlonrb6ottoma. BegHsara Tpesop 6bin
Ha nocneaHeM n3abiXaHUn 1 SBHO HYXAancs B MOMOLWK. Xarpua,
KOTOpbIN C Nt060BbID OTHOCUICS K NO6LIM XUBOTHbLIM, 6yab
TO €ANHOPOT WWN KpakeH, BUAS Takoe AeNo, HanjeBasn Ha Bce
3anpeTbl, Ha/IOXXeHHble Ha Hero MMHNCTEPCTBOM Marnun, n3snek
13-3a wkada CBON 3HAMEHUTbIN 30HTUK U NPUHSJICA KONAOBaTh.

— 3HaeTe, pebsTta, — npoksakan TpeBop, NPMOTKPbIB OANH
rnas, nocsie Toro Kak Xarpua octaBu/i ero, HakoHeL, B Nokoe
M 3aHancsa [laHol, — ele O4HO TakKoe MPUKIIKYEHME, U MeHS
MOXHO CMEJI0 MyCKaTb Ha TydIN... UM HA NepyaTKM...

— Pasmeutancs, — cepanTo yxHyna Xeasura, y6eamsLmcs,
uTO C Xxabom Bce B nopsgke. — He TAHewWwb Tbl HA Kpokoauna.
Kakue yx Tam us 1ebsa nepyaTtku...

TpeBop HUYYTb He obuaencs. OH HEeyBEepeHHO MOAHSANCSA
Ha ApoXKalux Nnankax n noxanosancs:

— He 3Hato, 4To MeHsa 6onblue BCero AOKOHano — BOPOH
Kpakc, Jliounyc Mandon nnm Xarpma C ero e4eHnem.

— Monuan 6bl yX, narywka-nyTtewecTBeHHMUa, — Xeasura
LwenkHyna knwoBoM. — U yto Tebe poma He cuamTcs. MOXHO
noaymatb, 4to HeBunny genatb 6onblie He4yero, KpoMe Kak
Tebs nckatb.

— §1 Tak xOoTen nocMoTpeTb 60nbWON MUP, — B3A0XHYN
TpeBop. — Mops, oKkeaHbl 1 AafibHUE CTPaHbl...

— Hy, narywka-nyTewecTtBeHHMUA M eCTb, — XeaBura
BCTOMOpLWKUIA nepbs. — Y Hero, BuauTe Nu, Aylia poMaHTMKa.
Cupen 6bl nyywe B cBoeM 6onoTe n He kBakan. Ox, 4yyeT moe
cepaue, KTo-HMbyab Tebs 0b6s13aTenbHO ChecT.

— lMopaBuTCa, — 3amMeTnn Sppos, — Haw TpeBop Mano KoMy
npuaeTcs no 3ybam, C/INWIKOM YX Yy HEro HesaBucmMmas HaTypa.

— Tak BOT NyCTb 3Ta He3aBMCMMash HaTypa NOMeHbLUe
oropyaeTt CBOero X03siMHa, — CepAWTO Ckasana Xeasura. —
Y HeBunna v Tak AoCTaTouyHO npobnem C yunmTtensmm, a emy
NpUXoAuTCS eLle N NOCTOSAHHO 6ecnokouTbes 0 Tpesope.

— Kcrtatu, — 3ameTun Dpposi, — a He OTHECTU In MHe
TpeBopa B cnajlbHIO Manb4YMKOB. HeBwunn yxe, no-moemy,
M HE HaJeeTCs YBUAETb ero XuBbiM. TO-TO pagoctu 6yaerT.

M, oCTOpOXHO NoaxBaTuB Xaba, GUINH BblNeTEN B OKHO.

[JasHupa, Bblsle4eHHass M HAaKOPMJIEHHAasi, yCHyna npsiMo
Ha obeneHHOM cTone Xarpuaa, CKJIOHUB rofioBy Ha rpyab CBuHa.

— Tak, — B yrnop nocMmoTpesna Ha Hero Xeasura. — Moxer,
Tenepb Tbl MHE MNOBeAaeLlb, YTO C BaMW MPUKITHOYMIOCH!

— [a BOT, NnoHMMaewb, — Hayan CBMH CBOM pacckas.

Fnasa 7

Ockonok Mpamopa, BblIOUTbIN M3 CTEHbl 3akKJMHAHUEM
Jounyca Mandos, yaapun [aHy no Kpbiay, U, BCKPUKHYB
OT BHe3anHow 60nu, coea 4yTb He ynana. CBUHpPUHCTENb eABa
ycnen noaxeaTuTb NoApPYry, NOACTaBUB el cnuHy. K cyacTolo,
OHW YyCMNenun CKPbITbCHA 3@ MOBOPOTOM, TaK 4YTO MPOKAATUSA
Jlioumyca yxxe He MOrnn nx 3apeTb.

— [HaHa, aepxucb! — 3anbixaBwucb, BbiroBopuna CBUH,
KOTOPOMY, MOMWMO [lasgHWpbl, NPpUXOAMNOCL TalWUTb elle
n TpeBopa. — He cMem TepsaTb co3HaHme! Cnbiwnwb?

— [-pa... a... 9 cenvac... — [aHa c TpyAOM LwweBenuna
NOBPEXAEHHbIM KpbIJIOM, TUXO LWenKas KAlBOM OT 6onu. —
BuHpw, He 6pocali MeHs, noxanyncra!

— Kak 6yarto s cobupatocb! — BO3MYLLEHHO YXHY/1 COBEHOK.

OH yyBCTBOBaN, Kak ApOXuUT [lJaHa, n NpekpacHo NoHuMman,
HaCKONbKO OHa ucnyraHa u pactepsHa. Huuyero cebe cambini
NyYLWnA B MUPE KOMMNaHbOH. CBUH-TO KaK pa3 HUCKOJIbKO He 6bin
yaveneH. U Bce-Takm ntobas coBa MMeeT NpaBoO pacCyMTbiBaTb
Ha NoKoM 1 6e30MacHOCTb B CTEHaxX pOAHOro A0Ma, AaXe ecnn
370 AoM Mandoes. «Hy, ga c 3Tum a pasbepycb nosxe», —
peLmnn npo ce6sa CBMHPUHCTESb.
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— S 6onblwe He MOry sieTeTb, — npowentana JaHa u 3a-
Kpblna rnasa.

— Celiyac... lNoTepnu ewe HeEMHOro, —
ee CBUH, — cenyac 9 rae-Hubyab Bac yCTpow.

B TemMHOTe kopupopa 3abpesxun cseT. Hebonbwoe
KBaZpaTHOE OKOHLE B MOTOJIKE BbIXOAMSIO HAPY>XKY, NPONycKas
B MoA3eMenibe Y3KWUI Nlyd COJIHEYHOro CBETa, a YyTb HUXe
B CTeHe 4yepHena rnybokas Huwa, oyeHb yaobHas ansa Toro,
4TO06bI TAM MOIMNN YKPbITLCA ABE COBbl U xaba. CBMHPUHCTEND
noMOr ycTtpouTbca [laHe, ynoxun TpeBopa Ha KaMHU U,
NMPOTUCHYBLUMCb Yepes C/TyXO0BOE OKHO, noneTen B 6avxanimn
nec 3a epori. CoBeHOK MOHMMar, 4YTo noka y [aHbl xoTs 6bl
OTYaCTU HE 3aXMBET KPbl10, OHW BbIHYXAEHbI 6yayT ocTaBaTbCs
nieHHMkamm MmeHna Mandoes. O HeMeaeHHOM BO3BpaLLeHnmn
B XOreapTC He MOrno 6biTb U peun, n CBUHPUHCTENb peLunn
BbIKAATb HEMHOIO, MOKa ero Apy3bs He HabepyTcs cun. A 4TobbI
OHU Nockopee Habpanuce cun, Ux Haao 66110 XOPOLLO KOPMUTb.
MpokopMuTb JaHy 6b1s10 HECNOXHO, C NUTaHMeM xe TpeBopa BO-
3HMKanu npobnembl. O4eHb ckopo CBMHpUHCTENDb Ybeauncs, 4to
COBMHbIW KJIIOB COBEPLUEHHO He NpeAHa3HayeH Ans /10BN MyX
M MPOYMX HACEKOMbIX, BXOAALMX B MEHIO M0G0 yBaXkatoLllen
cebs xabbl. YTob6bl HEe aaTb TpeBopy ymepeThb C ronoay, CBuHy
NPULLIOCh U3PSAHO NOMYUnTLCS. MNoCcTeneHHo OH npucnocobuncs.
W Bce xxe CBMHPUHCTENb CTapancs Kak MOXHO pexe nokuaaTb
Apy3en, onacascb, kak 6bl KTo-HUbyaAb U3 obutaTtenen UmeHuns
He 3abpen B 3Ty 4YacTb 3aMKa M He HATKHYJICA Cly4anHo
Ha ux ybexuuwe. Tpesop, no 6onblwen 4actn, npeboiBan B
3abbITbyn, a flasHupa yxxacHo 6os1acb ocTaBaTbCA OA4HA.

Kak-To Houbto CBMH NPOCHY/ICS OTTOr0, YTO KTO-TO Ha Hero
cmoTpen. Xentble rnasa [laHbl CBepKanu B TEMHOTE, KaK ABe
6onbline 38e34bl.

— Tbl YEro He CNWWb? — CNPOCUST BCTPEBOXEHHbIA COBEHOK,
BCTPAXMBASACb M pacnpaBnss Kpbinbs. — Kak Tbl cebsa uyBCTBYeLLb?

— Tenepb 3HauUnTENbHO Nyyle, n BCce bnarogaps Tebe, —
oTBeTwNa [laHa, He oTpbiBas B3rnaga oT CBUHPUHCTENS, C/TOBHO
BMAena ero B nepsbiii pa3. — Tebe KTO-HMOYAbL yXxe rosopwun,
YTO Tbl OYEHb KPacuBbIN?

He oxwupaswwuii nogob6Horo sonpoca CBMH COBEPLUEHHO
cepbe3Ho 3aayMarncs.

— Het, — ckasan OH, HakoHel, — TO, YTO S BpeAHbIh —
rOBOPW/IN, eLle, YTO HEMOCYLWHbIN, a ewe ynpsMbIi... a...

— Tbl CaMbIi Ny4lWIN Ha CBETe, — TUXO CKasana [JaHa.

— MpaBana? — obpafoBaHO yXHY/N COBEHOK W BCTOMOPLYM
nepbs. — A 3Haelb, 5 TO XXe camMoe cka3sasn Dpposy npo Teba!!!

— BuHpu, — [JaHa cMyLLEeHHO 3aBO3M1acb Ha CBOEM MeCTe, —
BuHpw, 9 He 3Hato, YTo C HaMm byaeT. Ho 4To 6bl HM CNy4Ynnoch,
Tbl AOJDKEH 3HaTb, YTO A paga 6bi1a NO3HAKOMUTHLCA MMEHHO
c To60W... MHe CTbIAHO, YTO B MOEM AOME C HaMM Tak 060LWInCh.
51 oueHb NGO CBOEro KOMMNAHbOHA M He OXwuaana HUYero
nogo6bHoro ot ero...

— Paga no3HaKoOMUTbCHA? — paccTpoeHo nepebun
ee CBUHPUWHCTENb 1 ONYCTUA KPbIfibS, OH-TO 0XWAan ycnblwaTtb
He4yTo coBeplweHHO Apyroe. — Paja NO3HaKoMuUTbCA?
N TonbKkO? — OH B Cepauax TaK KJOHYN KaMHWU, 4TO 4yTb
He cnoman knwe. — W Tl JIIOBUNLWb 3Toro ceoero Tak
Ha3bIBAEMOro KOMMNaHbOHa? — Tenepb OH MOYTU Kpuyarn.

— [a, 9 gencrButenbHo ntbnw ero, — ckasana
owapaweHHasa [lasgHupa, Ha BCAKWIK Clyyan, OTOABUrasicb
oT pasbyweBaBlerocs CBUHpuUHcTens. — A uto?

— [a Huyero! — 6ypKHyn TOT, CEpAUTO OTBEPHYJCH,
Hacynwuacsa n 3amonyan.

[aHa Toxe Monyana, He NoOHWMas, Yem MNporHeBuna ero.
HakoHeu, oHa He Bblaepxana 1, 604KOM MPUABUHYBLUUCE K
CBWHY, NTErOHBbKO KJIIOHYNa ero B 3aTbI/I0K.

— DI, Hy 4ero Tbl AyeLWbCsa? — CNpocusia oHa.

— $1 Ay0Cb, MOTOMY YTO AYHOCb, — HAaXOX/IMBLUNCb, OTBETU/
CBUHpPUHCTENb.

[Aonro-gonro [laHa cMoTpesia Ha Hero, v BAPYr rnasa
ee pafoCTHO BCMbIXHY/N.

— Kakori xe Tbl rnynbii, — BeCeno yxHyna oHa. — Beab 1 xe
nob10 ero CoOBCEM He Tak, Kak nbnto tebs!

CBWHPUWHCTENb AAXKe HA MeCTe NOACKOYM OT HEOXNAAHHOCTH
W pagocTu.

— 3-3-3... Tbl 6bI HE MOrfna NOBTOPUTb TO, YTO TONLKO YTO
CcKasana? — OCTOPOXKHO NMOMPOCUS OH.

[asHnpa cHOBa UrpuBO KJIOHY1a €ero n ckasana:

nonpocwun

— A mobnio Tebs, aypadok. Heyxenu Tbl 4O CMX NOP 3TOro
He NoHsAN?

— Yx-yx-yx-yx!!l — CBMHpPUHCTENb COBCEM pacTepss BCe
CNoBa OT NpWBanUBLLErO eMy CHaCTbs U MOT TOSIbKO BOCTOPXXEHHO
X/0NaTh KpblibAMU. HakoHel, COpBaBLIWCL C MeCcTa, OH Ha
OVKOW CKOPOCTM COBepLMS ABOWHOW MMMENbMaH U CHOBa
NIIOXHYCA HA MeCcTo, 3as1BMB:

— A yX a-To kak Tebs nwobnio!

[JaHa KOKeTnuMBO B3rfAsHyfsla Ha Hero wu Ha4yana
npuxopawmsBaTtbCcs. TpeBOp, NPUOTKPbLIB OAUH rnas, NocMoTpen
Ha BNO6NEHHbIX N NpoBOpYan:

— Hawnwn Bpemsd, 4yecTHoe cnoBo. Hukakoro nokoto!
[MomepeTb CNOKOWMHO He AaayT!

— 51 Tebe nompy! — HakuHyncsa Ha Hero CBuH. — B Takol
AeHb! BepHee, B Takyto Houb! Tonbko nonpobyn!

— A Tbl NpUHecK MHe yero-HMbyab NoecTb, Toraa, MOXET,
W He NOMpY, — CMUIOCTUBUICA XUTPbIN xab.

— BoT Beab BpeanHa! — CBWH BNO6AEHHBIMW Fasamu
nocMmoTtpen Ha [aHy.
— A 5 BoobLe-To ToXe nporosofanach... — Havana Ta.

— 51 murom! — CBUHPUHCTENb COpBarncs ¢ MecTa. — 5 cenvac!
51 ckopo! S Tebs oboxato! — 1 OH cTpeMrnas BbiIETEN B OKHO.

X X Xk

Yxe nonyaca CBUHpUMHCTeNb Tpewan 6e3 nepeabllky, Kak
camas 3anpasckas copoka. OH, MOXeT, u pag 6bin 661 ymonyaTb
O HEKOTOpbIX NOAPOB6HOCTAX, HO CNAacoBas NoA NPOHULATENbHbLIM
B3rN1940M XeABUIM U BbISTOXW HAYNCTOTY BCe.

Xarpua, KoTOpbIli ycnen 3a 3To BpeMS BCKUMSATUTb YalHUK
W BbINMUTb TPU KPYXKW 4Yaw, cTan c 6ecnokoncTBOM
NPMCMaTpMBaTbCHA K COBEHKY. «[la UTO 3TO Yy Hero KB
He 3aKpbiBaeTcs? HeyxTo Manbiw Toxe 6oneH?» — npobopmoTan
BennkaH cebe B 6opoay. OH noTaHynca k CBuWHY, 4TObbI
OCMOTPETb ero, HO XeABura pasapaxeHHO 3ax/ionana KpblibsaMm
W HECUNbHO TIOKHY/@ BeJIMKaHa KJ/BOM MO nanbuy.
CBMHpPUWHCTENb OTOABUHYJICS NoAasbLUe, @ NOTpeBOXeHHas JaHa,
OTKpPbIB OAMH rNa3, oCy>xaatoLe B3rnsHyna Ha Xarpyvaa u cHosa
6e3MATEeXHO yCHyna.

— He xotute, ctano 6biTb, YTO6 A ero neymn, — noxan
njaeyamm BeIMKaH, — Hy, 3HaTb, OHO N He HaaobHo.

OH Hanun cebe yeTBEpPTYIO KPYXKy 4ato, a CBUH nonyyun
BO3MOXHOCTb MPOAO/IKUTb CBOM paccKas, MpepBaHHbI Ha TOM,
Kak OH OTMpaBuW/ICS Ha OXOTY.

BbicmaTpuBas [obbivy, COBEPLUEHHO CHACT/IMBbIA COBEHOK
onyctuncsa Ha BeTky payba u npusapgymanca. OpfHoO
06CTOATENBECTBO BCE-Taku He AaBano emy nokos. OH HMKak
He MOI CMUPUTBLCH C MbIC/NbIO, YTO X035eBaMun [JaHbl OKa3anunchb
Mandou. 3Tn yxacHble, Mep3kune, ragkme Mandou, KOTopbIX
TeprneTb He MoxXeT Xeasura. Ho JaHa... [laHa Xe HU B 4eM
He BMHoBaTa. CBWMH HEMHOro ycnokowusncs. «HeBaxHoO, 4TO
ee x03auMH — Jlioumyc, — paccyxgan oH. — [locne Toro, 4To
C HaMu npowmsoLwno, Jlrounyc Bpaa nvm octasut [laHy Ha paboTe.
OH TakoM... A oHa ero 340pOBO Nouapanasna, Koraa sawmuana
MeHsd.. BoT Beab cmenasd geByoHka! — CBUHpPUHCTENDb
BOCTOPXXEHHO LWEeNKHY KABOM. — A ecnu gaxe Jliounyc
He 3axo4eT OTnyCTUTb [laHy... Mano Nn... OH Takon. To S... TO Mbl...
51 ee Bbikpagy m3 Mmenusa! Bot! Mel nocenvmcs B camon vaile
CupeHeBoro Jleca, u Hac TaM HUKTO He Haunget! —
OH BOMHCTBEHHO BCTONOPLWKA Nepbs. — W NyCTb TONbKO KaKoW-
HMbyab Jlloumyc nonpobyeT K HaM CyHyTbcs! S ero... a9 emy...
yX-yx-yx!Hi»

Kakoe-To Bpemsa CBWH He 6e3 yA0BObCTBUSA Pa3MbILLASN Ha4,
TeM, 4YTO OH caenaet c Jliounycom MandoeM, ecnu ToT ewe XOTb
pa3 obuaut [JaHy, HO TyT, COBEPLIEHHO HEeKCTaTu, eMmy
BCMOMHWUCH cnoBa JJasH1pbl O TOM, YTO €e KOMMaHbOH CaMbll
Ny4Wwunii B MMpe ApYr, U OHa ero o4eHb NIo6uT.

«Hwnyero He NOHWUMaK, — YXHY/ COBEHOK W AaXe rosioBoi
noTpsic. — JllouMyc Tak oTBpaTuTenbHo Ben cebs, Tak rpybo
obowencs ¢ laHon n co Bcemn HaMn. OH Xe YyTb He ybun Hac.
OH e XOTEJN1 Hac ybutb, — yxacHynca CBuMH. — Tak Kak xe
TakoM YenoBeK MOXeT 6bITb CaMbIM Iy4lWwM B Mupe. HeT, To nn
S Yero-To He NoHMMato, TO M y [laHbl € rosoBoK 4YTo-TO... HeT,
HeT, — TyT Xe nepebun cam cebsa CBMH, — [aHa Takas yMHas
W C rONI0BOM y Hee Bce B nopsiake. [MpocTo S He BCe 3Hat, HO
0653aTenbHO y3Hato», — TBEPAO PeLlna OH U C HOBbIMU CUaMK
NPUHANCA OXOTUTHLCS.
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O6paTtHO CBMHpPUHCTENb BO3BpaLLasics ¢ Aobblven, a noToMy
neTen MeasieHHO, OCTOPOXHO NlaBUpys Mexay AepeBbaMn. Emy
ocCTaBasnoCcb nepeceyb HebOMbLION CaanK, Ha APYrOM KOHUe
KOTOpOro B 3eM/ie HaXxoAmnachb OTAYLWNHA NOA3EMENbSA, HO TyT
TUXKWe rosioca 3acTtaBuan ero NpuTopmMosnTe. CnpsTaslLINCL B
nucrtee aepeBa, CBMH OCTOPOXHO ornsaencs. NpsiMo Hag HyXXHbIM
eMy 51a30M CTos/In ABa Yenoseka, XoTs... JIlounmyc-To, KOHEYHO,
npwn BCEM CBOEM MEP3KOM XapaKTepe, HECOMHEHHO, NpUHaanexan
K YenoBeyeckoMy poay, a BOT ero cobecegHuk... CoBepLUEHHO
y>acHOe nnuUo C LWMPOKO MOCaXEHHbIMU KpPacHbIMW rnasammu
M KaKMMU-TO HEEeCTEeCTBEHHbIMW, MOXOXWMWU Ha 3MEWHble,
3payvyKaMu; NIOCKUI HOC C LWWMPOKMMU HO3APSMU. HeT, Ha3BaTb
3TO CYLLeCTBO YenoBekoM CBUHPUHCTENb HUKAK He MOT.

— $1 NpeKkoHACh Nepej BaliMM yMOM, MOV Jlopa, — ckasan
Jloumyc. — MoncTuHe, ToNbKO Bbl MOMIM NPUAYMaTb HACTONbKO
CTPOMHbIN U NIOMMYHBIV NAaH.

— Tbl ewe He 3Haewb Bcero, Jliounyc, — OTBETUN TOT, KOro
Ha3Banu nopaom. — A cobupatocb nocnesasTpa A0 OCHOBaHMSA
pa3pywuTb XorsapTC M MOKBWUTATbCHA, HAaKOHEL, C 3TUM
Manbynwkon m Jambnaopom. B34opHbIN CTapuk, OH Tak
M He CMOr MO AOCTOMHCTBY OLLEHUTb MOW TanaHT!

CBUHpPWHCTENb 3aMep, C/I0OBHO FPOMOM MOPa)Ke€HHbIN. YTO
Takoe roBOPUT 3TO YyXacCHoe CyLliecTBo, 3TOT Jlopa? Jlopa???
Yx He Jlopga nn BonpgemopTa AOBeNOCb eMy YBUAETb?
CBUHpPUWHCTENSA nepeaepHyIo OT OTBpaLeHus. TOYHO, 3TO OH.
W BbIrNAAMT COBEPLUEHHO Tak Xe, Kak [appu onwucbiBan ero
Xeasure: NNOCKOMOPAbIN, CO 3MEMHbIMUK rnasamu... Hy, Hu4yero
cebe! CBWH BbIpOHW CBOM TpOden 1 3amMeTasncs Ha BeTke. Hago
yTO-TO Aenatb! Hapo koro-HNbyab NnpeaynpeanTs!

B Tpase 3awwypLuano, u K roBOpMBLLMM MOAMNON3/a OrpoOMHas
3Mes. CBUH Takux ewe HuKoraa He Buaen. OHa OCTOPOXHO
obBunacb BOKpyr TemHoro Jlopaa v nonoxuna rososy emy
Ha nneyo.

— [Oa, HaruHun, — ckaszan BongemopT, nornaauvs
ee no 6bnecrawen yewye, — s 3HaK, YTO Thl COCKy4mnnacb 6e3
MeHs. Celtyac nay... Jlioumyc, npocneam, 4tobel Bce MNMoxunpartenm
CMmepTu 6b1n1M rOTOBbI K HA3HAaYE€HHOMY Yacy.

— Mcce, — npowunena HarmHn, — MHe CAULIKOM TOCK/MBO
B pa3nyke c Toboin, Mmon Jlopa. MoTtoponuce!

OHa noTepnack rosIoBov o et BongemopTa u BApyr ckocuna
rnasa Ha To aepeBo, rae npstancsa CBuH. COBEHOK OTLWaTHYJICS
1 rny6xe 3apbuics B IMCTBY. EMy Ka3anocb, 4To HarmHm cMoTpuTt
Ha Hero B ynop.

— Mo Jlopa, — cHoBa NoToponuia 3Mes CBOero Xo3simHa. —
51 Ay Tebs. MeHs KNOHUT B COH, @ Tbl 3HaeLlb, YTO S MOry CNaTb,
TOJIbKO KOrAa Tbl PSAAOM.

BonaemopT HanpaBuiCcA B CTOPOHY 3aMka. HaruHwm
COCKONb3HY/1a Ha 3eMJ110 U CKpblNach B TpaBe. HeMHOro noroas,
ylwen, HakoHeu, v Jliounyc. MNyTb 6610 cBO6OAEH, U, He Tepsas
BPEMEHW [apoM, XKYTKO BCTPEBOXEHHbIV CBUMHPUHCTENb IOPKHY
B C/TyXOBOe OKOWKO. Korga oH pacckasbiBan [laHe 0 TOM, 4TO
CnblWwan, YbS-TO TeHb Ha MUT 3acnoHuna 6neaHbIV CBET 3Be34,
NbloWmMMCs ceepxy. MNocnbliwancs TMXuI Wwenecr... Ho koraa cosbl
obepHynncb NocMoOTpeTb, YTO MPOMCXOAUT, OHU HUYEro
He yBuaenu. Jinwb B OTAYWWHY Mpocbinanacb Hebonblwas
CTpyiika 6enoro necka.

Fnasa 8

— A Tenepb, — 3akoHumMn CBUH CBOW pacckas W HEpPBHO
BCTOMOpWUACSA, — BongemMopT maet Ha XoreapTC C TOJ/INOW
Moxupatenen CmMepTH, @ Mbl TYT CUAMM... I HUYEro He agenaem.

— lMorogu-ka, — HacTopoxunace Xeasura. — Heyxenu 3To
npaesaa? [a HeT, He MOXET 6bITb. Thl, HABEPHOE, YTO-HUbYAb
nyTaews, BUHPW, nnn HenpaBuUIbHO MOHS.

— Tak Tbl, YTO, HE Bepullb MHe? — BO3MyTwusica CBMH. — A,
4YTO, COBCEM rNynbIl, NO-TBOEMYy? Tbl MOMMU, NOCe3aBTpa OT
XorpapTtca KaMHS Ha KaMHe He OCTaHeTCs, a Tbl TyT
coOMHeBaewsbcsA. Hago yuto-To npuaymatb!!!l Mbl 4OXHBI,
Mbl 0653aHbl 4TO-TO NpuaymaTb!!!

C rpOMKUM KJTIEKOTOM COBEHOK COPBAJICs C MecTa U NMpUHSAICS
KPYXnTb no koMHaTe. CoHHasas [JaHa, KoTopas 4yTb
He wenHynacbk Ha non, korga CBUMHPWHCTENb B3/MeTen Mo
MOTONOK, HEAOYMEHHO 3axJionasia KpbUIbSMU U NpUHSANach
OrnAAbIBaTbCS MO CTOPOHAM.

— Hwuyero He noHumaro, — npobopmoTan Xarpua, Habnogas,
Kak COBEHOK HOCMUTCH MO ero MaseHbKOW XMXWHE nofobHo
MeTeopy, — Kabbl MasnbilW Nepexunsarn 3a CBOK NOAPYXKY, Tadbl
NOHATHO... HO OHa, Bpoae kak, B nopsiake. Tak yero emy ewe?

— Cnacaticsi, Kto MoxeT! — Bonwrn, Mexay TeM, CBUHpUHCTeNb. —
BongemopT naet Ha XorsapTc! Xarpua! Tbl o/mkeH Bcex cnactu!

— [oxaelwbcs OT Hero, Kak e, — NpoBopYan 1M3-3a crona
nec Xarpmaa Knbik. — OH xe Tebs He noHnMaeT. OgHOro Buay
TONbKO, YTO ronosa 6onblias, a yma...

— Hy, 3aueM Tbl Tak? — ynpekHyna ero Xegsura. — OyeHb
HEMHOruve nan CNoCcobHbI MOHMMATb XMBOTHbIX. BCMOMHM X0TA
661 MakloHarann. OHa paxe npeBpallaTbCsd yMeeT B KOLKY,
a BOT 4TO6bI NOHATL, 0 YeM MAykaeT Muccuc Hoppuc... Mo3sru-
TO y Hee, AaXke B KOLWaybeM 061Mybe, OCTaloTCs YenoBeYby.

— JTroan BoobLie Ha peakocTb 6ecTonkoBble CcylecTsa. —
Knblk NOTSHYNCS, UapanHyB KOIMTAMU MOJ, W Mpe3puTesibHO
3eBHyN. CKONbKO NET 5 XUBY y Xarpuaa, a OH, KpoMe npocTbiX
MOHATUIM, TAaKUX KaK «TyNsaTb», «eCTb», «TaM KTO-TO YY>XON»,
TaK U He CMOr HM4ero 6onbLie BblyunTb. He noHumato, 1-To Beab
yesioBeYeCcKnii A3blK 4OBOJIbHO 6bICTPO OCBOWMII.

— HeTt B Mupe coBeplweHcTBa, — puUnocodckm 3ameTuna
Xepsura. BONbWMHCTBO NIOAEN HE MNOHMMAIOT 3BEPUHYIO peyb,
60NbLWIMHCTBO 3BEPEN HE YMEIOT KON40BaTb.

B 3T0 BpeMs B XMXXUHY BneTes Dpposi, 3a HAM B MPUOTKPbLITYHO
ABepb NpoTUCHYNUCb Muccmnc Hoppuc n Koconancyc, a 3a HUMM...

— TpeBop! — BO3MyLLEHHO HAaNyCTWIach Ha >xaba Xeasura. —
OnaTb Thl 34€eCh!

TpeBoOp NAyTOBaTO KBAKHY/I.

— Hy u ckopocTb! — yauBneHHO yxHyn Sppon. Koraa xe
OH ycnen? HaBepHoe, NMoka £ fieTan 3a KOoWKaMu, OH CO BCeX
nan npbiran croaa.

— HeBunn ero Buagen? — cTporo cnpocuna Xeasura.

— Mo-Moemy, HeT, — oTeBeTun dunuH. — Korpga s npuHec
TpeBopa B KOMHaTy MaJlb4MKOB, TaM HWKOro He 6bino.
W a gymato, 4To 3TOT NAYT TYT Xe NycTuscs obpatHo. 1 — B OKHO,
a OH — B ABepb.

— Tak, — MHOro3HaymTenbHO YXHyna Xeasura. — BoT 4To,
Dppos, 6bICTPEHbKO OTHECH ero Ha3aga. A Tbl, TpeBOp, Tbl AOJKEH
noaymaTtb O CBOeM Xo03suHe. — OHa ornsaenacb, pa3bliCKUMBas
B3rnagom xaba. — Tpesop!? Tel rae?

Xab kak cCKBO3b 3eMJ1t0 NPOBANUACS.

— [la 4To Xe 3TO Takoe? — BO3MyTunacb Xeasura. —
Bbineunnm Ha cBoto ronoBy. Hago 66110 cpasy ero B XorsapTtc
oTnpaBuTb, Toraa 6bl He nonpbiran. HeBmMnna ToNbKO Xasnko.
BenHoro manbunka n3-3a 3toro nbonbITHOro xaba n Tak BCce
CYMTAIOT paccesHHbIM. U Huyero yameutenbHoro. byab aToT
napwmeel, co6CTBEHHOCTLIO camoro [Jambnpopa, TOT Toxe
npocnbin 6bl paccesaHHbIM. Hy, noroam y meHs, a c Tobon
LepeMoHuUTbCa He 6yay! Knbik, — XeaBura BOMPOCUTENBHO
nocMoTperna Ha nca, — Tbl MOMOXeLlb MHe?

Knblk HEXOTA MOAHSANCSH CO CBOEro Mecrta W, YTKHYBLUMCb
HocoM B nos, 3aberan no KOMHaTe. Yepe3 HECKONbKO MUHYT
OH cAenan CTOMKy Ha wkad y CTeHbl 1 3anasan.

— lMNoHATHO, — XeaBura cnetena Ha non v 3arnsHyna B Wwenb
Mexay wikadom n cteHon. — Tpesop! HemeaneHHo Bbinesar ottyaa!

— Hu 3a uto! — ynpamo npokeakan xab. — Yero Bbl KO
MHe npuctanm?!

— Toro, uTo HeBwuNN BONIHYETCA, — PSIBKHYNa Xeasura, Tepss
TepreHne. — PebeHKy Henb3s Tak NepexuBaThb, HEeYXeNu Tbl 3TOro
He NoHMMaelb, HebnarogapHas xabbs mopaa.

— TpeBop, Hy, Noxanylcra, — [JJaHa Toxe onyCTuiacb psgoM
co wkadom, — a obeLlato, 4TO NOTOM BCe-BCe Tebe pacckaxy.

— Hwu 3a yTto! — cHoBa nosTOpW TpeBop.

Tenepb y wkada cobpanuck yxe sce. OHM rPOMKO rangenu,
Hanepebon yrosapmBas xaba Bblie3TM. HeMMOBepHbIA WyM
npuBnek BHMMaHue Xarpuga. BenvkaH oTcTaBui HeaoOMnMUTYHO
KPYXKY C YaeM 1 MOAHSICS Ha HOIW.

— Y70 Xe TyT TBOpUTBbCS-TO? — yAUBUICS OH. — [JOXAb, YTO
v, 6ypet?

W, cTapasicb HUKOro He pa3AaBwuTb, Xarpua Nerko NoAHAnN
WwKad 1 OCTOPOXKHO OTCTaBW/ €ro B CTOPOHY. TpeBop nonbiTancs
661110 CHOBa yapaTh, HO Xarpua 3aboT/iMBo crpabactan ero ceoemn
OrpPOMHOM NAaA0HbIO U COKPYLUEHHO CKa3an:

— beponara, kak xe Tebs yropasauno Tyaa 3anestb?
MoHATHO, cTano 6bITb, OTYEro TBOM APY3bS TaK BOJIHYKOTCH
W ranpaT, — v OH NoHec xaba Kk cTony.
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— A-a-a, nyctn! — BO3MyLLUEHHO BOonwua TpeBop. — U Thl
npotms MeHsa! U Tbl ¢ HUMK 3a04HO!

Crouno Xarpuay oTnyCTuTb Xxaba, Kak 6bIBLUMIA HaYeKy Dpposi
TYT )K€ CXBATWU/ €ro B KOITW W1 MOCMELLHO BbIIETEN U3 XUXWUHbI.
Fnapa eMmy BcCnen, BenvMKaH TOMbKO B 3aTblIKe noyecan, wu,
peLlmrB, YTO eMy U CaMOMYy He MellaeT HEMHOro NpoOBEeTPUTbLCS,
TOXE BbILIEs Ha ynuuy.

X X Xk

B oxxnaaHuu Dppona Bce Hacnaxaanmcb 61aXxeHHON TULLIMHOW,
YyCTaHOBMBLUENCS B XWXWHe nocre 6ypHOro BblABOPEHMUS
HEeYyroMoHHoro xaba. Jimwb CBUHPUHCTENb O YEM-TO HEXHO
BOpKOBas ¢ [laHom Ha nogokoHHMKe. Koconancyc n Mmuccmuc Hoppuc
OoTAbIXanu ¢ oporun y oyara. Knblk gpeman, BbICTaBuB, 04HaKo,
OAHO YXO U YyTKO NPUC/TYLUMBAsACh K ManemnLwiemy LWopoxy. Xeasura,
HaxXOX/IMBLUMCb, Cnaena Ha cTone. HeBecenble 1 TPeBOXHbIE MbICN
He faBanun Apy3bsM MOJHOCTbIO paccnabuTtbcsa. HakoHel,
Koconancyc He Bblgepy<an. 3anpbirHyB Ha CTy/, OH CKa3an:

— Hekorga Ham oTAbIXxaTb, AaBanTe BEpHEMCH K HaluMm
npobnemam. YTo y Hac TaM Ha noBecTKe AHA?

B 3TO BpeMs B XV>KUHY BeTen 3ppos 1 NIOXHYCA Ha CTO.

— Bce! OTHec, — AOBO/IbHO YXHY/ OH. — MOXHO cKa3aTb,
NnoYTN 4YTO B COBCTBEHHbIE pykn Hesunny.

Xepeura 6narogapHo KuBHyfna Dppofy W oTBeTuna
Koconancycy:

— Ha nosecTke gHA y Hac BonaemopT. CnyyanHo Mbl y3Hanu
0 ero KOBapHbIX NaaHax. Ho 4To HaMm ¢ 3TuM genaTb?

— BonpgemopTa Henb3a ybutb, — ckasan Koconancyc, —
OH W TaK yXe NoNyMepTBbIi, MOTOMY UTO Y HEro HeT Aywun. Bot
B YUEeM 3arso3jKa.

— MoxeT, ero ykycutb? — K/blk FPO3HO OCKanuncs.

— He roeopu rnynocrtei, — oaepHyna ero Xeasura. — Ewe
OTpaBULLILCS.

— MoxeT, ero HanyraTtb, — npeanoxunn CBUHPUHCTENb, —
Bbl roBOpuan, 4TO y Bac eCTb KakKoh-TO 3HAaKOMbIN APaKOH B
PyMbiHMW. S 6bI MOT 3@ HUM CneTaTb.

— He ycneewsb, — XepBura nokadana rosioBov, — Aa u He
ncnyraetcs Bongemopt HopbepTa.

— [a yx... — KnblK, KOTOpPOMY pelunTenbHO He MOHpaBuaach
nepcrnexkTvBa BO3BpaLleHns orHepliwallero nwobumua Xarpuaa,
OXXECTOYEHHO NMockpeb yxo, Ha KOTOPOM TaK U He OTPOCNa LepCTb
nocse TOro, Kak ManeHbKW APaKOHYMK HEYASHHO MIOHY/T B MNca. —
Hopb6epT Ha BongemopTta € pa3vHyTOM NacTbio, a TOT eMy aBagy
Kenaspy B 3y6bl... n HET 6onbLue AgpakoHa. HeT, He roauTcs.

— MoxeT, ®naddun no3BaTb, — NOEXMBLUNCH, NPeAIoXmIa
Mwuccuc Hoppuc.

OHa BCMOMHWUNA, KakK OAHaXAbl HATKHY1ACb HA 3TOr0 OFPOMHOIMO
TPEXronoBoro rnca, o4yepegHoro nobumua Xarpuaa, B TEMHbIX
Kopuaopax XorsapTca. YBUAEHHOE HAaCTOMbKO MOTPACNO KOLUKY,
YTO ee elle A0Iroe BPeEMS NOTOM MYUYMN KOLUMaphbl MO HOYaM.

— He roauTcs no Ton Xe npuynHe, — LWEpPCTb Ha 3arpueke
y Knblka BcTana ablboM. Yx koro-koro, a ®nadduv oH xoTten
BUAETb Aaxke MeHblle, YyeMm HopbepTa.

— YTO-TO Thbl HE C/IMLLKOM >Xanyellb XarpuaoBCKOE 3Bepbe, —
exnaHo ycmexHyrncsa Koconaricyc.

— A Tbl 661 Noo6LWANCA XOTb AEHEK C 3TUMW MOHCTpaMMu,
3aBbln 6bl, — orpbi3Hyncsa Knbik. — [Ae 3TO BMAAHO, 4TO6bI
y nopsiao4Hon cobaku 6b110 Tpu ronosbl?! Tedy.

— S npeanarato BbikpacTb Jllounyca n3 UMeHnsa n cnpaTatb
ero B iecy! — xnonas KpbiibsiMu, 3asasuna CBMHPUHCTENb. Mbicn
COBeHKa Nno-npexHeMy 6b1n 3aHSTbl TeM, Kak obe3onacuTb [aHy
oT Mandosa-cTapwero, 1 3T0 NOKas3anoCb eMy MpeKpacHbIM
peweHnem aByx npobnem cpa3y. K ToMy Xe, MbIC/b
0 MOXWLLEHNN MPOYHO cuAena B ero rojoBe W, MNOCKOJSbKY
B AAHHbI MOMEHT NOXMLATL NIO6UMYI0 HE MMENO CMbIC/1a — OHa
n Tak 6blna psaom, To nodemy 6bl He MOXUTUTL Jllounyca. —
Bongemopt Torga orenedvercs, — npogosmxkun CBMH, — a Tam,
MOXeT, n Aambnaop BepHeTcs.

— W kak xe Tbl cobupaelubcs BblIkpacTb Jllounyca? — Xeasura
cepanTo NoCMOoTpena Ha coBeHka. — [a vn Boobue, Bonaemopty,
no-mMoeMy, nnesaTtb Ha JlioLMyca, Kak 1 Ha BCEX OCTaslbHbIX.

— A yT0 ecnu nonpoboBaTb ybeanTb BonaemopTa oTKasaTbCs
OT ero 3aTteun, — KpsxTs, npeanoxun dppon. — Jambngop Beab
Korpa-Hnbyab BepHeTcs. Pa3Be OH CMMPUTCA C TEM, YTO LWIKONA
B pykax TemHoro Jlopaa.

— On, HeT, — npocToHana Xeaswura, 3akaTuB rnasa, —

n Tbl Tyaa xe! 5-To gymana, 4yto XoTb y Tebs MO3rv B nopsake.
[orosoputbcs ¢ BongemopTtom! 3T0 Hapo xe Takoe BbiAyMaTh!
Kak Tbl BOO6LE 3T0 cebe npeacTaBnsewp?!

— Hy, Xepaun, — Koconancyc cepavTo 3awmnesn, — 4to 6bl
Mbl HX CKa3anu, Bce Tebe He HpaBMTCS. A TbI-TO YTO Npeasaraellb?

— A 10, 4TO 6€3 nomowwmn naen HamMm He obonTuUChb! —
oTpe3ana Xeasura.

— Yry, — MpayHo kuBHYN Knblk, — KOTOpble Hac NOHATb
He COCTOSIHUU.

— Hy, ecTb HekoTopble, — 3ameTun Koconancyc, —
Oambngop, Hanpumep.

— Ho AJambnpgopa-To HeT! — npopblyan Knbik.

— Pemyc! — npoposmkan nepevyncnsTb KOT.

— C npodeccopoM JIIMMHOM MOXHO AOrOBOPUTLCS TOJIbKO
B NonHonyHue. OH xxe 060poTeHb, @ B OCTallbHOE BPEMS TaK Xe
Tyn, KaK U BCe OCTasibHble, — OTMEeN W1 3TO npeanoxeHune Knbik.

— Cupuyc bnak, — He cpaBancsa Koconancyc.

— Hy, 3Toro s Boobwe 3a yenoseka He cyuTaiw, —
[obpoaywHo notaHynca Knbik. — 3To cBOW nec. B otnuune
OT BCeX 3TUX aHumaros, Tbdy, nos3opuwe OAHO,
OH [eNCTBUTENbHO NOHNMaeET Hawy pedb. Cobayblo, N0 KpanHemn
Mepe... Ho oH ganeko. [laxe MNappu He 3HaEeT, rae ero KpecTtHoro
nanbl HOCAT.

— Mwuccuc Hoppuc! — Bbinanun Koconaricyc.

— Yero, yero? — HeOYMEHHO BO33pwuscs Ha Hero Knbik. —
OHa-To, BpoAe B Nt0Ael NoKa He nNpeBpallaeTcs.

— [a HeT Xe, — pasfpaxeHHO MSAYKHYN KOT, — S UMEK
B Buay dunua.

— YT10? — Muccuc Hoppuc yamBneHHO nocMmoTpena
Ha Koconancyca. — OH e CkBMb, 4TO OH CMOXET caenatb?

— NoHan! — Knblk 06pafoBaHHO 3acTyyan XBOCTOM. —
Mwunccuc Hoppuc, Bbl Xe C HUM HaxoauTe o6Wui A3bIK.
MpaBunbHO? Pacckaxu eMy BCe, a OH pacCKaXeT 3Ton Aype
MakloHarann...

— Monpowy 6e3 ockopbneHunii, — cepanMTo npepsana ero
Xepsura, — MakloHarann He gypa. OHa OYeHb YMHas XeHLUMHa.

— Kak ckaxelwb, — He cTtan cnoputb Knbik, HO 661110 BUAHO,
YTO OH BCE PaBHO OCTAETCS NpPU CBOEM MHEHUM.

— MByuwka, — Koconarncyc HexHo nocMmoTpen Ha Mwuccuc
Hoppwuc, — Tbl norosopulb ¢ dunyem?

— 51 nonpobyto, — MAyKHyna Ta 1 BbICKO/b3HY/1a 3@ ABEpb.

X X Xk

Muccuc Hoppuc Bce He BO3Bpawanacb. M3 xarpmaosckon
XWXKUHbBI BCA KOMMNaHusa nepebpanacb Ha MOMSHKY, pacCcyaus,
4yTO XOTA 6bI NOCNEAHME Yackl Nepes 6ypel BenNnkaH MMeeT Npaso
CMOKOWHO NpoBecTy B CO6CTBEHHOM AoMe. HakoHeL, Koraa CosH-
Lie yXe yCcnesno CK/IOHUTbLCS K 3anajy, Ha TPONWHKe nokasanach
KoLKa, 3a KkoTopol 6exan Apako Mandon.

— A OH-TO 3a€ecb 3a4eM? — HeA0YMEHHO cnpocuna Xeasura.

— 4 nonpocuna ®unya otrnpasuTb [lpako coAa, — CMYLLEHHO
oTBeTuna Muccuc Hoppuc. — Manb4mK CUIbHO MepexunsaeT
notepto JaHbl. OH Xe yBepeH, 4To OHa nornbna.

Mandor-Mmnaawmii, yBuaes CKomnieHne 3sepen Ha nossHe,
pe3Ko 3aTOPMO3UJ/1 U 310 OrNSAENCS BOKPYT.

— Hy, n 4TO 9 34eCb BMXY? — XONO0A4HO NpoLeans OH CKBO3b
3y6bl. — Yero paav ctapuykalluka OTNpaBu/l MEHS K XMXKMHE 3TOro
nanota Xarpuga? Unu 9 fomxkeH nomoraTtb KOPMWUTb 3TOT
3BEpUHEL? — OH ele pa3 Mpe3puTesibHbIM B3rNs40M OKUHYN
NecTpyk KOMMNAaHWI0, PacrosiOKMBLLYHOCS NOA CTEHON XMXKUHbI. —
WNHTepecHoe HakasaHue npuayman ans meHs ®uny 3a 10, 4YTO
51 He BblTep, BUAMTE N1, HOMM Npu BXOAE B LWKOAY. A nx soobLie
KTO-HWOYAb BbITUPAET, CripaluMBaeTcs?

— M-pa, — CBWHpWHCTENb, CNyLWAaBWWA 3TOT MOHONOT,
CepanTOo BCTOMOPLUMI Nepbs, — ManeHbknin Mandgoin ot 605bLoro
He oTnnyaetcs. Hy n Mmep3koe xe cemencreo!

OH BMecTe c JaHOoW cupen Ha BeTke A6510HU, U [Jpako ux
noka He sugen.

— Henpaspal! — [lasiHupa TOXe BCTOMOpLiMIach, Aa elle
Kak. — Tbl MPOCTO COBCEM He 3Haewb ero! Ero HUKTO
He NOHWMAaeT, @ Ha caMoM gene, [lpako BOBCE HE TaKOW, Kaknm
X04yeT KasaTbCs, — W, COPBaBLWMWCb C BETKWU, C PaAOCTHbIM
yXaHbeM coBa bpocunack k mnaawemy Mandoto.

[pako rnasam CBOMM He NoOBEpPWUI1, HO MHCTUHKTUBHO pacKpbi
HaBcTpeuy [laHe 06bATUA, B KOTOPbIE U BNeTesa COBEPLUEHHO
cyactameas cosa. C nuua [pako Ha Mur ncyesno obblvyHoe Ans
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Mandoes npe3puTenbHo-6e3pasnmMyHoOe BblpaxeHue,
M OH Kpenko npuxan [laHy K CBOel rpyau.

Tonbko Tenepb CBUHPUHCTENb BCE MOHAN.

— Tak 3HauuT, 3TOT TBOW 3arafouYHbIli KOMNAHLOH BOBCE
He Jlioumnyc, a pako! — U3yMJIEHHO BOCKJIMKHYJT OH. — A 4-TO
AyMarn... nepexusan...

KoHeuHo, HM 3a 4To Ha cBeTe CBUH He paccTasncs 6bl co cBoewn
oboxxaemon [asHMpon, HO BCe-Taku eMy O4YeHb HE HPaBWJIOChb,
YTO XO35IMHOM €ro NoApyru ABNSETCA NpeasoanTesb MNoxupartenen
CmepTu, npaBast pyka BongemopTa, KOTOpbIi COGCTBEHHOPYYHO
nbiTancs youte n camoro CBMHPUHCTENS, W CBOKO JINYHYIO COBY.
[pako, KOHEYHO, TOXe He CaMbliil Ny4yluin BapuaHT, Bedb
OH 3aknATbln Bpar PoHa... W Bce xxe CBMH NMO4YyyBCTBOBan
HekoTopoe obneryeHue. [da n Boobuwe, korga 3170 POH
MHTEepecoBasncs, yCcTpaumBalT M ero CoBeHKa Te, € keM PoH
OPYXUT? HeT, ycTpamBaloT, KOHEYHO, O YEM pa3roBop, HO BCe-
Taku... Huyero, pewnn npo cebs CBUHpUHCTENDb, NepexmBeT PoH
Kak-HMbyab Mandos. B koHuUe KOHUOB, [lpako eLlle MasneHbKUN,
HEeW3BeCTHO, YTO U3 Hero BbipacTeT. He 3ps xe [aHa Tak nobut
ero. N CeuH pewmncs. OH cneten co CBOel BETKM U CIMKMPOBan
Ha nneyvo Mandoto. OT HEOXMAAHHOCTM TOT B3APOrHY/ U BbIMyCTUN
nony3aayLleHHyo B 06baTuax JasHupy, KoTopas TyT e ycenacb
Ha Apyroe ero njaeyo v NpuHAnach WyTAneo 3aampatb CBUHA,
TUXO yXas 1 X/10nas KpblsibSMU.

— DN, Bbl Yero TamM? — [lpako NpuWAoCb MNOHeBONE
HaKIOHWTb rofioBy. OH CKOCWA rnasa 1 NonbITancs pacCMOTPETb
CMAeBLUEro y Hero Ha njieve 4yyxoro coBeHka. Korga emy 370
YyA3anocCh, NNLO €ro BHOBb NMPUHAI0 XOI04HOE N HENPOHMLAeMoe
BblpaXxeHue.

— Hy-ka, — Mandoin npoTaHyn PpyKy u CXBaTun
CBUHpUWHCTENSA, — 3-3-3, a Thl, C/ly4aeM, He pOHOBCKas coBa?

CBWH OTBETWS1 €My AOBEPYUNBLIM B3MNAA0M 60bLUNX XENTbIX
rnas. OH 6611 6e3MepHOo cyacTiMe. OH roToB 6bi1 Aaxke NoNo6UTbL
[Apako. Pagu [laHbl OH roToB 6b11 U HE Ha Takue NoABUrN.

— fasHupa! — [ipako gpyron pykon yxeatun AaHy. — Tbi
4YTO, APYXU1LLUb C COBOM YN3nun?

[aHa cornacHo 3ayxana v TMXOHbKO KJIIOHYJ1a X0381Ha no
pyke — oTnyCcTu, Mon. [Jpako pas3xan nablbl, 1 COBbl BHOBb
B3J1IeTENMN Ha A610HI0.

— Y70 Tbl B HEM TOJIbKO HaLIa? — nokayan ronoson Mandon,
HO pyraTb WX He CTan 1 3a BOWeBHYIO NanouKy He cxXBaTuscs.

— 51 xe roBopwuna Tebe, UTo OH BCe NMOHUMaeT! — paaoCcTHO
yxHyna [laHa, B3rnsaHyB Ha CBuHa.

— loBopwuna, rosopwna, — nposopyasn TOT. — S Xe He 3Han,
npo KOToporo 13 Mandoes Tbl MHE BCe YLUN NPOXYMOKana. S »xe Bce
3TO BpeMs AyMar, YTO TBOM Tak Ha3bIBaeMbIli KOMNaHboH — JTouuyc.

— On, kakas rnynocTte! — Bo3myTMnack JaHa. — Kak Tbl Mor
Takoe nogymatb? S Jlioumyca cama He nwobnio, 9 ero TonbKo
Tepn/o 1 CTapatck He pasapaxaTtb. Paam [lpako, ecTeCTBEHHO,
noToMy 4TO [lpako — CaMmblii Ny4LIMA B MUPE XO3AMH.

— BOT npo caMoro nyylwero xXo3sinHa Tbl, AEACTBUTENbLHO,
roeopusaa, — npoBop4yan coBeHOK. — OH TakKOW, OH CSKOWn,
caMblli-caMbli.

— BuHpu! Tbl onaTb Ayewbcsa, — JaHa 1ackoBo noTepsiacb
rosioBor 0 Kpbino CBMHA, 1 TOT MPOCUSI.

A [pako cTosn noa s6noHern n 3aa4yMUnBO rnsaaen Ha BETKY,
Ha KOTOPOW OXXWBJIEHHO MNepeyXxmBanncb COBbI.

— 3abaBHO, — cKasan OH, — MOS COBa APYXMUT C COBOM
PoHa. A ewle 3abaBHee TO, UTO cOBa POHa APY>XMWT C MOeW COBOW.
BoTt PoH o6papyeTcs.

[pako XMbIKHYN 1 NO3Baj CBOK COBY:

— [Aana! MNoriaeM AOMOW, — OH NPOTAHYN PyKy, — 8 TaK
[aBHO Tebsa He Buaen.

— Jletn yx, — nposisun 6naropoactso CBUH, noaTanknseas
noapyry kK Mandot. — Mbl TyT kak-HMbyab ynpasumcs 6e3 Tebs.
[a v gonxeH e KTo-To yBecTn ipako otcioga. He mecTto 3gech
MOCTOPOHHWM.

[aHa nepeneTtena Ha Nae4yo X035MHA, U Yepe3 HEeCKOJSIbKO
MWHYT OHU CKPbINCb AepeBbsaMU. CBMH MOCMOTpeNn UM BCres
1 npoyxan cebe noa HoC:

— XOoTb [Jpako 1 caMblii Ny4LINn B MMPe KOMMaHbOH, HO BCe-
Taku Jlioumyc ero otey. Henb3a gonyctmntb, utob6 Bongemopt
MpOHIOXasn 0 TOM, YTO ero TavHble NaaHbl 0 3axBaTe XoreapTtca
HaM U3BECTHbI.

Kak Tonbko Mandoi ywen, Xeasura HeTeprnenmeo cnpocuna
Muccuc Hoppuc:
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— Hy, 4To TaMm ¢ HawwuM genom, Meywka?

— Huuero xopowlero, — Mpa4yHo OTBeTWU/a KOWKa. — A ene
yrosopuna ®unya nontn k MaklroHarann, HO oHa NocoBeToBasna
eMy nonpocuTb y CHelina yCroKoMTeNbHOro 3efbs 1 fieub cnaTb
nopaHbwe. Hy, a CHenn ero Boobuie Ha Nopor He NyCcTun
W He cTan Huyero cnywatb. OT OCTanbHbIX Xe npenogasaTenen,
B Nt060OM cnyyae, TONKY Masno... Tak 4YTO § TObKO HamnpacHo
Hanyrana wn paccTpouna cesoero crapmka. OH-TO MHe Kak pas
NMOBEPWUJI, HO YTO OH MOXET caenaThb.

— May-pa, — npobopmoTtan Koconancyc, — CO4YyBCTBYIO
1 TBOEMY CTapuKy. MNnoxo 6biTb CKBMOOM.
— 2I, pebaTta! — xpunno nponasn sBapyr Kneik, rnaasa B

CTOpOHY neca. — Cmotpure!
Bce 06epHynuce. Mo TponvHKe pe3so npbiran Tpeeop, a 3a HUM...
— Hy, Mbl n BAInNAn, — TUXOHbKO MAykHyn Koconancyc,
NOCMELLIHO OTCTYrMas K CTEHE XUXUHbI.

Fnasa 9

HeBunn cugen y okHa, € TOCKOM rnaas Ha dotorpaduio
TpeBopa, Korga B cnanbHO Breten GUIMH CeMbU YuU3snu.
HevassHHO 3auenuB ManbyuKa KpblIbSAMWU, DPPOS MIAOXHYICS
Ha KpoBaTb, HO TYT Xe BCKOYM/ W BblleTeN BOH, OCTaBMB
Ha noaywke Heroaytuwero xaba. Tpesop 6bin BHe cebs
OT BO3MYLLEHUS, 4TO ero Tak 6ecuepeMOHHO BblABOPUAN
c cobpaHunsa. HeBMAN TOCKAMBBLIM B3rNs40M NMpoBOAUA PUANHA
n obepHyncs. Nnasa ero nonesnu Ha nob oT yanBneHus, Koraa
OH B3r/ISHY/1 Ha CBOKO KPOBaTb.

— TpeBop! — BHe cebsa oT pagocTu BCcKpuyan Heswuni. —
Tpesop, Tbl xus! Tbl BepHyncs!

OH cxBaTW/ BANO COMPOTUBASBLLErocs xaba n NpuHSAICS ero
LenosaTb. B 3TOT MOMEHT B cnasibHIo Bowv PoH 1 Mappu. YBuaes
Heewunna, uenytouwero xaby, pebsata noMOpLNANCH.

— b-3-3-3, HeBunn, — c oTBpaweHueM ckasasn PoH, — Thl
4yTO, cCoBCeM cnATUN? Kakas ragocTb, LenoBatb xaby!

— MoxeT, oH aymaeT, 4to TpeBOop BApPYr NpeBpaTuUTCH
B MpeKpacHyw npuHueccy? — ynblbHynca [appwu
W NpuMupuTenbHo fobasun. — Heswnn, 9 paa, 4yto TBos xaba
CHOBa Hawnacb.

— lappw, PoH, — HeBunn cmoTpen Ha Apy3en CUSoWMMU
rnasamm m, NOXOXe, He CAblwan pPOBHbIM CYETOM HWYEro
M3 CKasaHHOro, — s Tak cYacTuB, 4To TpeBop CHoBa Aoma!

— Hapetocb, Tbl ero 6onbLue He noTepsielwb, — Fappy noxnonan
Apyra no nnevy v noBepHyncs Kk PoHy. — [ae TBOs napaaHas
MaHTUA? — caM OH yXe ycrnen nepeogeTrbcs. — [epMuoHa
HacCTanBaeT, YTObbl CEroHA Mbl BbIrMSAENMN, KaK NPUINYHbIE N4,

— He noHumato, 3a4em 310 Hago, — nposopyan PoH.

— Hy, — xMbikHYyn Fappu, — y Magam PocMepTbl BCE-Taku
AE€Hb POXAEHMUSA, N Mbl HA HEro npurnaweHsl. FepMmoHa 6bina
npurnaweHa, Korga xoauna 3a KHMraMu B COCEAHIO NaBKy
B NocnefHui pas, a Ham c Tobor Mmagam PocMmepTta cneumanbHO
nepepana otAeflbHble npurnaweHns, 4tobbl HAac OTAYCTUAN
cerogHsa B Xorcmug.

— 3aHecna xe Henérkasa epMrnoHy B «Tpu MeT/bl» TaK He
BOBpeMs, — POH OTKWMHYN KpbiWKYy CBOEro CyHAyka, —
a Mbl AO/IXHbI CTpagaTb. MOXHO moAyMaTb, 4TO XO03slKa
TpakTupa Booblle 3aMeTUT Hale npucyTcTBue... A rae mos
MaHTua?

— Kak 2710, rae maHtma? — yameunca Fappu. — Tkl uTO,
X04elb CKasaTb, YTO MOTEpPsSN MaHTUIO, KOTOPYK HeAaBHO
npucnana MMccuc Yusnu, a elle Hag HeBuniom cMeellbes 3a ero
paccesHHOCTb.

PoH 3ameTanca no KOMHaTe B NMOMCKax MaHTuwW. Fappu
n HeBwunn nomoranu emy.

— Manbyukn, Bbl FOTOBbI? —
[epMuoOHa. — Mbl ona3sabiBaem!

— PoH noTepsn cBoto HOBYIO MaHTUO, — cka3an lappw.

[epMuOHa pewmnTenbHO BOLWA B KOMHaTy M Hamnpasuniacbh
K CyHAyKy PoHa. 3arnsiHyB 3a CyHAyK, OHa U3B/eKsa OTTyAa MaHTUIO.

— epmu, Kak Tbl goraganacb? — yansuncs PoH.

— [oTOMY uTO Tbl 6€30TBETCTBEHHbIN, — CEPANTO OTBETUNA
eMy l'epMnoHa. — 3Has Tebs, HETPYAHO NPEeAnoIoXnTb, YTO Tebe
neHb 6b110 cpasy ybpaTb MaHTUIO B CYHAYK, M Tbl MOIOXWUN
ee CcBepxy, a NoToM BoobLe npo Hee 3abbii. U BOT pesynbtat! —
[epMmnoHa noTpsicna nepes HOCOM POHa NblIbHOW MaHTUEN.

B ABepb 3arfisHyna
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Mappu 1 HeBunn NOACKOYNAN CO WETKaMum B pyKax.

— Y BacC poOBHO TpW MUHYTbI, — CKa3ana FepMnoHa, BbiIxoas
3a ABepb.

HakoHew, POH HaTaHyn MaHTUIO U pa3rnaavna CKnagku.

— Hy, ckopo Bbl TamM? — notoponuna pebat FepMmnoHa.

— Yxe unaem, — otBeTun appu, n BCA Tpouua APY>XHO
3aTonana BHU3 NO fleCTHULe.

Mposoane Apys3en, HeBunn HanpaBwuica K akBapuyMmy, B
KOTOpOM OCTaBwn TpeBopa, HO BAPYr 3acCTbl/l B OTYASHUW.
TpeBopa He 6b110 HM B aKBapuyMe, HW Ha CTOJIe, HU MOZA CTOJ/I0M,
TpeBopa He 6b110 HUrge.

Bocnonb3oBaBWNCb CyMaTOXOM, XUTpbIA xab Bbines
U3 aKkBapuyMa v 3anpbiran npoys 13 WKonbl. EMy He cuagenoch
Ha MecCTe, MOTOMY YTO OH 3Has, YTO B XWMXKMHe Xarpuaa B 3TOT
MOMeHT 06CyXAalT YTO-TO BaxkHoe, npuyeM, obcyxaatoT 6e3
Hero. A 3TO yX COBCEM He crpaBeanmBo. YTobbl COKpaTUTL NyTh,
Tpesop Bbi6pan ApYyrytl TPOMWHKY, @ HeE Ty, KOTOpoOW
nonb3oBasncsa 06bi4HO, UTO6bLI LO06paTLCA A0 XMXKMHBI Xarpuaa,
HO cbunca ¢ nNyTW U, B KOHLUE KOHLIOB, OKa3a/iCs Ha onyluke
CupeHeBoro Jleca. Tonbko OH cobpancs NOBEpHYTb B CTOPOHY
XWXXWHbI, K&K CO CTOPOHbI IepeBbEB NOC/bILLIANCA TUXUI LLEeNecT.
TpeBop ornsaHyncs u 3amep. M3 TpaBbl Ha Hero, He muras,
CMOTperna OrpoMHas, HeT, MPOCTO rMraHTckas 3Mes. Tpesop
NMUCKHYN 1 OT CTpaxa pacnnaacrascs no 3emne.

— He cyeTuch, — npowwnena 3mesi, — A He cobuparocb ecTb
Tebsa npsimo cenvac.

TpeBoOp HUYero He OTBETUA M LW FNy6Xe 3apbiics B TPaBsy.

— Tbl n3 Xoreapaca? — cnpocuna He3BaHas roctes. — Ho,
KaXeTcs, He Tak AaBHO 4 Buaena 1ebsa B ocobHske Mandoes.

Mockonbky TpeBop OMATb HUYEro He OTBETW/, 3Mes
noanonsna 6aunxe N rpo3HO HABUCA HaA HUM.

«BOT 1 KOHeL, MOW npuwen, — NoAgyMan HecyacTHbINM xab. —
MpaBa 6bina XeaBura, MeHs CbeAsdAT AaxXe CKopee, YeM OHa
npeanonarana».

— [la 4To X Tbl MONYUWBL?! — cepaMTOo Npowwunena 3mes
N KOHYMKOM XBOCTa nepeBepHyfa Tpesopa Ha cnuHy. — Hazo
Xe, BeCb TpsceTcs. Kak Tebsa 30ByT, TpyC?

— T-p-p...

— YT10-0? — n3ymunace 3mes.

— T-p-p...

— Tebs 30ByT Tpyc? { yragana? § yacto yragbiBato, —
B LUMMNEHUN 3MEN ABHO NOC/bILLANOCL CAMOAOBOLCTBO.

— T-T-TpeBOp, — OTHASHHO KBaKHY/1 Xab 1 TyT e 3aKpblin poT.

— TpeBop? Tebs Tak 30ByT? XM, NepBbiii pas B XU3HU He
yragana, — HeMHOro cMyTunach 3mMes. — Hy, aa nagHo. A Tenepb
YyCMOKONCS M OTBeYal Ha Mou BOMpoOChl. Hy, KOMy ckasaHo,
He Tpscuce! 1 — 6naropogHas 3mes, 1 HUKOrAa He eM TeX, KOro
3Halo Mo MMEeHMU.

— M-npaeaa? — 3ankKascb, HeAOBEPYMBO CNpoCcK Tpesop.

— N-npaepa, — nepegpa3Huna ero 3Mesa. — Tak
Tbl U3 Xoreapaca?

— [O-pa, — TpeBOp C TpyAOM MepeBepHYJsICA Ha XUBOT
n 6e3ycnelwHo neiTancsa cobpate BMeCTe pasbe3xarLme narnbi.

— Tak 9 1 gymana, — 3Mes HEMHOro OTOABWHYNachb
oT TpeBopa. — MHe kak pa3 HaZo TyAaa.

— A T-Tbl KTO? — BbINanua BAPYr xab, n cam ucnyrancs
CBOEW CMenocCTu.

— MeHs 30BYyT HaruHmn, — oTBeTMNna 3Mes 1, 3aMeTuB, YTO
TpeBOp BOT-BOT rPOXHETCSA B 06MOPOK, nocnewHo gobasuna. —
C TakuM TPyCOM, KaK Tbl, MPOCTO HEBO3MOXHO pas3roBapuBaTb.
OTBeAM-Ka MeHA K KOMYy-HMbOyAb nocMmenee v MOXELWb
NpoBanMBaTb HAa BCE YETbIPE CTOPOHbI.

— A Tbl MEHS TOYHO HEe Cbelb MO AOpore? — OCTOPOXHO
cnpocun xab.

— Ecnn Tbl He NepecTaHewb TPSACTUCh W 3a4aBaTth Fynble
BOMpPOChI, TO CbeM 06a3aTenbHo, — psABKHyNa HarnHu, u Tpesop
NOCMeLIHO BCKOYMII.

— § cnblwan 4To-TO O KAakKoW-To HarmHu, — ckasan
OH Ha CKaKy. — 4T0-TO He o4yeHb xopouwlee. Bpoae 6bl oHa —
3Mes camoro BongemopTa. Thbl, CiyyanHo...

— MNoweBenueali-ka nanammu, — obopsana ero 3mes. Y Hac
He Tak MHOIo BpEMEHM.

BbiCKOUMB Ha NONSAHY Nepea XMxXuHon Xarpuaa, Tpesop cran
CcBMAETENEM NOTpscaloLen HEMOWN CueHbl. BeiTapalwwme rnasa,
3BEPU 1 NMTULbI CMOTPENN Ha NpMBAMXKAKOLLYOCS K HUM HarnHu.
Brnpouem, nnaBHO CKOJb3sLLAsA NO TpaBe YeTbIpeXMETPOBas 3Mes

AenCcTBUTENbHO sABMsna cobow noTpsacatoLlee 3penuie.

— Cpeaw Bac ecTb XOTb KTO-HUOYAb, KTO He cobupaeTcs npu
BMAe MeHs nagatb B 06MOpOK? — npowunena 3mes, ornsabisas
3aMepLUyto B CTPaxe Pa3HOLLIEPCTHYHO KOMMNAaHMIO.

— Bot ewe, — unxHyn Bapyr Koconancyc, nepebiM Npuxoas
B cebs.

— 1 — nnyHasa 3Meq nopaa BonpgemopTa, v g xenar
roBOPUTbL C BaMWU, — TOPXXECTBEHHO npoun3sHecna HarmHw.

Mocne ee cnoB BCe HaxoAMBLIMECH Ha MNOJsSHE,
AeNcTBUTENbHO cobpanncb APYXHO XJIOMNHYTbCA B 0O6MOpOK,
HO HarnHu nocnewunna nx ycrnokouTb:

— DI, nocnywanTte! — BOCKINKHYa oHa. — Ecnun 6b1 5 xoTena
BaMM MOYXMHaTb, TO He cTana 6bl pa3BoanTb TYT ANNIOMaTuio. Mol
X035MH cobmpaeTcs HanacTb Ha XoreapAc. Bam 3T1o n3secTtHo?

— B 06wmx yeptax, — oCTOpOXHO ckasan Koconancyc.

— BaM 3TO u3BeCTHO, — yBEepeHHO cKkasana HaruHu. — 4
3Hato 3TO COBEPLUEHHO TOYHO. S NOACMYyLIana Ball pasroeop B
MeHun Mandgoes. Ho geno He B 3TOM. [leno B TOM, 4TO
S NPUNOA3na K BaM 3@ NOMOLLbIO.

— YT10-0?! — BCKpUYanu BCe pasom.

— Tbl X04ewb, 4TO06bl Mbl NOMOrIM BonaemopTy paspywntb
LWKONY? — C HeAOyMeHueM cnpocuna Xeasura.

— Het. CoBceM HaobopoT. — HarmHu cBepHynacb B KOMbLO
Ha TpaBe. 3aKaTHOe COJIHLE OCBELLano ee CBEpPKALWy KOXY,
KoTOopas nepenuBanacb NoAob6HO AparoueHHbIM KaMHSAM. —
51 xo4uy, — AOBEPUTENBLHO NpoLUMnena oHa, — 4Tobbl Bbl MOMOMN
MHE OCTaHOBMWTb MOEro xo3sivMHa. 1 Npunonsna coja B Hagexae
NOroBOpPUTb C OAHMM ManbYyMKOM, KOTOPbIV 3HAET 3MENHbIN A3bIK.
appw MNoTTep, Tak, KaxeTcs, ero 30ByT? NpoBoAMTE MEHS K HEMY.

— On, He 3HaK, — C COMHeHWeM B34O0XHyna XepBwura,
ornsAabiBas rMraHTCKyo 3Mern, — 4YTo-To 1 Tebe He AoBepsto.

— A Tbl B N1060OM cnyyae cerogHs He BCTPETULWbLCH
c Mappu, — BMewarncsa Koconancyc. — N'epMnoHa noTawmna ero
n PoHa B Xorcmua. OHW JO/mKHbI BblNM Kak pa3 cenvac yntu,
TaK YTO HMYEro He NoNy4YnTCS.

— Xanb, — B340XHYNa 3Mes, — 5 O4YeHb Ha Hero Hagesnachb.
A Tbl HE 3Haellb, KOraa OHW BEepHYyTCA?

— He paHble yTpa, 9 ayma, — MaykHyn Koconarncyc.

— CTONbKO XAaTb S HE MOry. {1 AO/MKHa Kak MOXHO CKopee
oKasaTbCHA pAAOM C XO39MHOM, MHaye OH ByaeT O4YeHb
HeAOoBOJIeH, — MpaYyHo ckasasna HarmHu.

— MoxeT, pacckaxellb, 3a4eM Tebe noHagobuncsa Mappu, —
npeanoxun Sppon.

HarnHu c cCOMHeHWeM nocMOoTpena Ha Hero u B3AO0XHYNa,
HO MOTOM npu3aayManack U, HaKOHeL,, peLnnacs.

— C BonaemMopToM MeHs CBA3bIBAOT AABHWE OTHOLLIEHUS, —
Ha4yana oHa. — MHOro neT OH NOAAEPXMBAN CBOO XM3Hb TOSIbKO
6naropaps moemy s4ay...

% X Xk

HarnHu poamnacb aaneko ot AHMIMK, B OAHOM U3 APEMYYnX
necos Ha ceBepe Poccuu. MNoHavany oHa 6bina o6bIvHON 3Meen,
U3 Tex, KOro pycuym mccrapu HasbiBanu mMeasHuuamu. Kak u
BCE ee poACTBeHHWULbI, HarnHu 6bina cnena ot poxAaeHus, HO
B OT/IMYME OT APYrMX 3MEN HOCUIIa Ha rONI0BE MarieHbKNE POXKKM.
B 3Tux poxkax, kak obbsicHuna en 6abka, 3akniueHa 6bina
BonwebHasa cuna, a NoTOMy MHOrMe nAu He nNpoyb 6binun 6ol
3aBsiafeTb UMM, JIMWIUB XWU3HU ManeHbKyk HaruHu.
Ho ocTopoxHasa 3Merika cTapanacb He MOKa3blBaTbCS HUKOMY
Ha rnasa, 3a UCKJOYEHMEM TOW HOYM, KOraa B AEepeBHSAX
npasaHosanu MeaHa Kynany. B 3Ty Houb Haruum, kak n gpyrue
MeAsHWUbl, Nofly4yana 3peHue, a NOTOMY MOr/ja HWUKOro
He 60aTbCs. B KynanbCKyt Ho4Yb y HarmHu 6bino xenaHue
HabpocnTbCs Ha NepBOro BCTPEYHOr0, XOTS 3@ BCHO CBOK XM3Hb
el yAanocb nepekycaTb He TaK y>X MHOIO Hapoay.

N BOT opHaxAbl B TaKyl HOYb, KOrga OHa nexana
B MPUAOPOXHON KaHaBe, BbICMaTprBas O4epeHyto XepTBy, BAaN
rnokasa’sics Mosiofon Yenosek. OH BO3HUK Kak bbl U3 BO3ayxa v cpasy
HanpaBW/ICA He K peKe, OTKyAa C/IbIWanuncb rosioca napHen n Bu3r
[AEBYaT, a CBEPHYN Ha TPOMWHKY, BeayLlyto K necy. Yenosek 6bin
OAET B KaKy-TO X/1laMuay, CU/IbHO CMaxm1BaIoLLYHO Ha NPOCTOPHbIN
UepHbI 6anaxoH. 3amHTpUroBaHHas, HarvHu nononsna Bcnesn
3a He3HaKOMLEM, a TOT BbITaLW/ U3 KapMaHa 6anaxoHa AepeBsAHHY0
nanoyky M nomaxan el B BO3AyXe, NpuUroBapueas npu 3TOM
HernoHaTHbIe cnosa. U TyT HarvHu noyvyBcTBOBana, Yto HeBeAOMast
cuna NoaHsNa ee B BO34yX, W OHa NIETUT... IETUT...
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HesHakomMeL, NOBKO NoviMan 3MenKy 1 NPUHSNICS ocMaTpmBaTb
ee poxku. BosmyueHHas o rnybuHbl Aywm HarmHm yxutpunacb
KaK-TO M3BEPHYTbCS B €ro pykax v BnNuaacb CBOMMU SA0BUTbIMU
3ybamu emy B naneu. OgHako MO040W 4YesNlOBEK Aaxe
He B34porHyn. OH OCTOPOXXHO pas»an ee YentoCTu U XON0AHO
ynblbHYNCcs, rnaaa en B rnasa. Y HarmHu mopos npobexan
no yewye OT 3TOro B3rnaAa. B3rnaa He3HakoMmua 6bin Takum
3HaKOMbIM, TakMM MOHWMAIOLWMUM, TaKUM ... 3MeNHbIM. OH
nputarnean. OH 3aBopaxwusan. OT HEro HeEBO3MOXHO 6bis10
oTOopBaTbCA. HarmHm CyA0pOXHO BTSHYMa BO3AYX M nNpoLuMnena:

— Mot rocnoauH!

He3HakoMel ycMexHyncs.

— lMpwu3HaTbCca, — npowunen OH B OTBeT, — 5 cobupancs
yb6uTb Teb5. MHE HYXHbl TBOW POXKU, @ HE Thl ...

— S B TBOEW Bnactu, MOM rocnogmH, — NOKOPHO OTBeTusa
HaruHun.

— Tbl Npu3Hana BO MHE rocrnoauMHa, — He3HakoMmel
3agyMancs. — 3T0 IbCTUT MOEMY CaMonobuio. YTo X, 9 COXpaHio
Tebe xn3Hb. Ho cornacHo BonwebHOM Tpaamumm, 5 He Mory rnpocTo
Tak 3abpaTtb y Te65 TBOM POXXKW. [OBOPU, UTO Tbl XO4eLLb B3aMeH?

— O, noxanyncra, — npowenTtana ¢ Monbbon Harmuu, —
[ApyW MHe 3peHne, 4Tobbl 8 KaxXayo MUHYTY MOrna BuaeTb Tebs,
MOW roCnoAuH.

— TBoOe XenaHne NCNOMIHNUTCA, — KUBHYN He3HaKoMel,.

OH NpOTAHYN PYKY, U NpeKpacHble poxkn HarmHum, ee kpaca
M ropaocTb, OKasanucb B ero nagoHu. Cama xe HarmHu He
noyyBCTBOBana B cebe HMKaKNX U3MEHEHWUI, HO OHa 3Hana, 4YTo
He3HakoMel He obMaHyn ee. Mexay TeMm, MOMOAON 4YenoBek
OnyCTU ee Ha 3eMJ1t0, HO CTOMII0 eMy OTBEPHYTbCS, KakK 3Melika
He3aMeTHO CKOJb3HYy/a B KapMaH ero 6anaxoHa u nputannach
Tam. OHa 4yBCTBOBasna, YTO HN Ha MUI HE CMOXET paccTaTbCs
C 3TUM 3MeernasbiM KpacaBLEeM.

ToM — Tak 3Bajau ee HOBOro X03siIMHa — COBCEM HEemnoxo
roBOpwu/sl No-3MENHOMY, W 3TO ewe 60snblie BO3BbIWANO ero
B rnasax Harmuu. MNoHavany Tom He cnvwkoM-To obpagosancs,
Korga npubbin AoMor 1 06Hapyxwun y cebs B KapMaHe HeXXAaHHYo
cnyTHuuy. Ho HarmHm, koTtopas 6narogaps Tomy, obpena,
HaKOHeL, CTO/b XeNaHHoe 3peHne, He nepectasana 6e3 ycranm
BOCXMLLATHLCA XO39MHOM, 1 TOM, KOTOPOMY Ype3Bbl4aNHO JIECTHO
6bIn10 Takoe pabckoe MOKIOHEHUE, Yepe3 HEeCKONIbKO AHen
cMArymnca. HarmHu noecio4y conpoBOXAana ero, YTHO
CBEPHYBLUNCb Ha AHe rnyboKoro KapmaHa psAaoM C Bonwe6HoM
nanoykomn. 3Menka M camMa He OT/iMYanacb aHresbCKUM
XapaKTepoM, No3TOMy el fierko 6bi10 3aKpbiBaTh rnasa Ha To,
yTO Aenasn ToM. M o4eHb 4acTo OHM € TOMOM C BOOAYLLEBIEHVEM
o6cy>xaanu rpaHAMO3HbIE MaHbl NO 3aXBaTy BAAacTW Ha4 MUPOM.
HarvHu HpaBunMCb 3T pasroBopbl, HO OHA HUKOMAA HE NpUHMMana
X BCepbe3, BeAb OHa 6bl1a BCEro nllb ManeHbKOM 3MENKON.

Yepes napy net HarnHu BApYyr NOYyBCTBOBaNa, YTO C HEM
4yTO-TO NponcxoamT. OHa Hayana pacTtv. Bo3mMoxHo, Aeno 6b11o
B TOM, YTO OHa C/INLIKOM MHOIO0 BPEMEHW NMPOBOAMMIA PSAOM C
Bo/ILe6HON Mano4ykon. A MOXET, U CKasbiBanCs Kakon-HMbyab
no60ouHbIN 3P dEKT 3aKNMHAHMS, KOTOpoe TOM MCMosb30Bas, YTobbI
[aTb en 3peHue. Ho, Tak unn nHaye, oHa pocna. Bckope Tom
yXXe He CMOr HOCUTb ee B KapMaHe, n HarumHun Bce uvale
NpMXoAnNOCb OCTaBaTbCa OAHOW. Buasa, kak ero nwbumuua
npeBpaLlaeTcs B OFPOMHYIO 3Met, TOM MCKpEeHHe pajoBasncs
n cTpown Bce 6onee paHTacTnyeckme nnaHbl. Ho OHKW CTanu pexe
6biBaTh BMecTe, U HarnHu 3aTockoBana, BeAb OHa No-npexHemy
HU OHS He Morna npoxuTb 6e3 cBoero 3meernasoro rocnoguHa.
ToM e, KOTOpbIi K TOMy BpeMeHU B3sn cebe rpoMkoe mms
BonpgemopT, Bce 6onblue yxoana B Me4yTbl O 3aBOEBaHMW MuUpa.
HarvHu Bcepbe3 Hayana 6ecnokonTbCs, Kak 6bl C ee AparoLUeHHbIM
X038MHOM 4ero-Hmbyab He cnyymnocb. OH 6bin CAUWKOM
camoyBepeH, a euwe 6abka HarmHm B cBOE Bpems rosopuna
BHY4Ke, 4To NnogobHoe 6e3paccyacTBO peako AoBoauT Ao aobpa.

A noToM cny4ymnacb BCS 3Ta uctopus c Mappu lNoTtTepom.
BonaeMopT noTepsan BCK CBOK CUY M AepXancs TONbKO
6naropgaps sy HarmHu, cMelwaHHOMY C KPOBbKO eANHOPOroB.
Buas, 4to ee ap AencTBUTENbHO nomoraeTr TemHomy Jlopay,
HarvHu noHsna, 4to gaxe 6e3 BonwebHbIX poXekK, OHa Bceraa
ocTaBanacb BoswebHon 3Mmeeli. OgHako Tenepb BonagemopTt
coBCeM nepectan obpawaTtb Ha Hee BHUMaHue, n HaruHu,
KOTOpPOW TakK W He yaanocb ocBob60AnTLCSA OT ero BAacTu Hajg
coboii, rmyb6oko ctpagana. Nocne Toro, kak BonaemMopT BepHy
cebe BonwebHy cuny, HarvHn Hagesnacb, YTO OH BCMOMHUT
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M NpO CBOK 3Mel, HO He TyT-To 6bino. Monosa TemHoro Jlopaa
no-npexHemy 6bi1a 3aHATa coBceM ApyrmM. HakoHel, HarvHu
noHsna, 4to 6onbLUe He B CUIax BbIHOCUTb MOAOOHbIE MyYeHUs
M pelwimna npnberHyTb K pelmTenbHbIM MepamM.

kX X Xk

— W BOT A 3aeCb, — 3aKoH4YmMNa HarmHu cBol pacckas, rmsas
Ha MpUTUXLLMX 3BEPEN U NTUL,.

— A 3aueM? — He[OYMEHHO cripocuna Xeasura.

— lMopoxauTe HEMHOro, — AOBEpPUTENbHO Mnpolwunnena
HarnHun. — Ckopo Bbl BCe nommere. S Aymatr Tenepb, 4TO
Bbl CMOXETE MHE MOMOYb.

OHa npuHsanacb 6opMoTaTh Kakme-To C/10Ba, @ NOTOM LLUMPOKO
pasuHyna nacTb, NpeABapuTENbHO CKa3aBs:

— 3a MOMM npaebiM S40BUTbIM 3y60OM NeXnT KaMeHb. KTo-
HMbyAb, AOCTaHbTE ero!

Bce Apy>HO WwapaxHyMcb B CTOPOHY.

— Hawna aypakos, — cepaunto npobypyan Koconancyc. —
Nwmn cebe oben roe-Hmnbyab B 4pyrom MecTe.

HarunHu 3akpbina poT 1 ocy>xaatoLle nocMoTpesna Ha KoTa:

— lMoyeMy Bbl BCe TakK YBEPEHbI, YTO 5 06A3aTeNIbHO A0/KHA
KOro-Hmbyab cbecTtb? Ecnu 6bl 9 6bina ronogHas, g 6bl AaBHO
3TO caenana.

— BOT yX B 3TOM-TO 1 HE COMHeBaloCb, — nposopyan Kibik.

— YecTHOE 3MeunHoe cnoBo, — HarmHm noTpscna ronoson, —
5 6bl cama oTAana BaM 3TOT KaMeHb, HO MHE ero He AoCTaTb.

CBUHPUWHCTENb 3a4YMUYMBO NOCMOTpPeEN Ha Hee. COBEHKY yXxe
AABHO XOTEeNOCb COBEPLWWUTb Kakon-HUbyab repouvyeckui
nocTynok. 3x, Xanb, 4to [aHa ynetena! Ho HuM4yero, nmoTom
oH nonpocut Koconancyca kak 6bl HeB3Hayan nepeckasaTb
el BCe, 4YTO 34eCb NMPOUCXOAMNIIO.

— A Hy-Kka, pa3uHb nactb! — cka3an oH, 604YkOM
noAoABUrasiCb K 3Mee.
— BuHpn! — nonbiTanacb OCTaHOBWUTb €ro KpawnHe

B3BOJIHOBaHHas Xeasura. — BuHpu, He cmen!

Ho 6bin10 no3gHo. CBMHPUHCTENb YXe Tawun KABOM
BONILWEOHbIN KaMeHb, KOTOPbIA, BbICKO/Ib3HYB W3-3a 3MEUHOro
3yba, ynan BHM3. HarmHu HENpom3BONbHO CXana 4YenicTy,
M 940BUTbIe 3y6bl BIUAUCE B ... AepeB0. IT0 6auTenbHbIn Kbk,
He poBepsasa 3mee, 6bl1 Hadeky. [pyn nNepsBbiX Xe npu3HakKax
OMacHOCTWU OH MOCMELHO CXBATW/ MasnkKy, 4YTo Bansnacb psaom
C MNONEHHWULEN, N CYHYN ee 3Mee B poT. CBMHPUHCTENb NOCMNELIHO
CXBaTW/ B KOITW KaMeHb 1 CTPEMI/IaB Bbl/IETEN U3 3MENHOM NaCTU.

— XM, U3BWHU, — CMYLWEHHO npowwunena HaruvHu,
BbIMJIEBbIBAS AEPEBSLLKY, — KaxeTcs, 1 Tebs, AeiCTBUTENbHO,
4YyTb He cbena.

— lMoyeMy-To MeH$ 3TO He YAMBNSET, — CEpPANTO NpoBopYarn
Knbik, pasrnagbiBas rnybokme oTMETUHbI Ha nanke. — 3mes,
OHa 1 ecTb 3Mes. Tem 6bonee, BONAEMOPTOBCKas.

— BuHpW, Tbl He nouapanancs 06 ee 3y6bl? — B3BOSIHOBAHHO
cnpocuna Xeasura.

— HeT, — apoxa, 0TBETW/1 COBEHOK, — HO, 60t0Cb, B Apyrom
pa3 s He CMOTy peLlmnTbCA HX Ha 4YTo nogobHoe.

— [Apyroro pasa He 6yaeT, — ycnokouna ero HarmHm. —
Y MeH$s TONbKO OAWH KaMeHb.

— Hy, 1 4TO Ham C HMM genaTb? — 03aAavyeHHO Cnpocun
Sppon, orngaabieas Tpodert CBUHPUHCTENS.

BHYTpW nonynpo3payHoro KaMHs, KOTOpbIi 6bi1 pa3Mepom
C AETCKMW KyNa4voK, BCMbIXMBaAWM pa3HOLBETHbIE UCKPbI.

— OTkyna oOH y Te69? — C noAO3peHneM Ccnpocun
Koconancyc. — BonwebHuka, 4to nun, kakoro-Hnbyab cbena?

— D70 AnaTblpb, — Cepbe3HO oTBeTUNA HarmHn. — 3MeunHbIi
KameHb. Ha Bo3aBmxeHbe y Kaxaown MeAsHULbl, nepes TeM Kak
el Morpy3nTbCsi B 3MMHUI COH, MOSIBNISIETCS TaKoW KaMeHb. Bcio
3UMY 3Mest KOPMUTCS OT HEro M K BECHE NOJSIHOCTbIO U3rpbli3aeT.
Ho s, koraa crana npubnukeHHon 3meelt BongemopTta, nepecrana
cnaTb 3UMON, M MO AnaTblpb Hayasn pacTy BMeCTe CO MHOW. B HeMm
3aK/iloyeHa Benunkas cuna, Ho, 4tobbl BbICBO6OANTL 3Ty cuiy,
HY>XHO TenJio YenioBeyeckmx pyk. Mo3ToMy-To 1 U xoTena BUAETb
[appu MNoTTepa.

— lappwu lMoTTep, Kak 5 yxxe roBopwus, BECENUTCA CEroAHs
B Xorcmuzae BMecTe C Apy3baMun, — MaykHyn Koconancyc.

— W 4 oueHb 3TOMy paja, — yxHyna Xeasura. — PebeHky
HY>HO 60sblle pa3BneKkaTbCs, a He FOHATLCA 3a 3no4esmMu. OH
eLle C/IMWKOM ManeHbKNUi.

— Hy, pa3 Het lappwu loTTepa, — TBepAO NpousHecna
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HarvHun, — Bbl AO/KHBI HAaWTW APYroro yenoseka. f xe
He NMPOCTO TaK CTO/IbKO BPEMEHW pa3B/iekasia Bac TyT CBOUMU
NCTOPUSAMMU.

— A yenoBek 06s3aTeNbHO A0IKEH ObITb BONLEOHNUKOM? —
Cnpocun KoT.

— BoBsce HeT, — npowwunena HarvHu. — Hy>XHO TOJIbKO,
4TO6bI OH B35/1 ANaThbipb B PYKMU...

— WBywka, — Koconancyc B3rnsaHyn Ha Muccuc Hoppuc, —
ONSATb Y HAC BCA HaAeXAa Ha TBOEro ctapuvka. MNorosopuilb C HUM?

— lMpwnaeTcs, — KUBHyNa Kowka v B3J0XHyNa. — XoTb 6bl
Xarpva BblLen u3 CBOeW XMXWHbI U yBuaen 3Ty HaruHu. Moxer,
OH 3anogo3pun 6bl yTo-HMOYAb. BolOChb S 3a CBOEro crapuka,
a Xarpua, Kak-HuKak, Bonwe6bHuK.

— Kak xe, 3anogo3pun 6bl 0OH, — cepanTo nposopyan Knbik.
[a oH 6bl cpa3y nocaawn 3Ty 3MeKKYy B akBapuyMm M CTan
BbISICHSTb, YeM OHa NuTaeTcs. A korga obHapyxwun 6bl, UTO OHa
nutaetcs Xarpugamu, 66110 6bl yxxe No3gHo.

— JlagHo, — XeaBura AenoBUTO XJ1I0MHYAa Kpbl/ibIMU. — Y Hac
Mano BpemMeHun. duny Tak duny. Beibupatb He NpuxoanTcs.

Muccuc Hoppuc cHoBa B340XHYa 1 cnpocuna:

— A yTO Npou3onaeT, KOrga OH BO3bMET 3MEUHbI KaMeHb
B pyKu?

— $1 BaM cenyac 06 3TOM pacckaxy, — 3aroBOpLMLKKN
npowwunena HarnHu, n BC€ HEBOJIBHO MPUABUHYNNUCH K HEWN
nobnuxe, ytobbl Nyylle CablWaTh.

Fnasa 10

[HeBHOM cBeT, pa3buBasiCb Ha TbICAYM LBETHbIX OCKOJIKOB
B CTeKJIaX BUTPaxKel OAHOro M3 MHOIMOYMC/EHHbIX KOpUAOPOB
XoreapTca, Beceno MUCKPWUACHA Ha cBepkawwmnx b6okax
OTMNONIMPOBaHHbIX A0 6necka AOCNeXoB, KOTOPble TUXOHbLKO
NO3BSIKWBaAW, KOrAa B OKHa BPbIBasICs 030PHOM OCEHHWI BETEP.
XMypbI CTapuk, B A@aBHO HeCTMpPaHHOM njawe nonsan
Ha YyeTBepeHbKax MO KOPMAOPY, HaTupas BOCKOM MNOJbI
XoreapTca.

— I'pa3b, rpa3b... Kpyrom rpsisb, — cepanTo Bopyan oH cebe
noa Hoc. — B 3Ton WwKone CANLWKOM MHOrO rpsizu!

Kakoli-To nepBoknawka m3 Xadbdnnadda Breten
B OTKPbITble HAacTexb ABEpPU, HO 3aMep B HEpPeLUTEeNbHOCTH,
3aMeTMB LWKONbHOro yb6opuwmka. C ANMHHOM XENTOW MaHTuu
Marnb4uvLLKM CTeKana BoAa, OCTaBASASA Ha NOJy YaBKaloLLME TyXN.

— pasp! Mpasb! — 3aopan ®uny n, pasmaxmeas MeT/ION,
HeyK/oxe ABUHYNCA Ha xaddnnaddua. — BoT A Tebs!

ManbuullKa B yXace LapaxHy/ica B CTOPOHY W CTpeMriaB
noHeccs Nnpoyb. OT Hero BO BCe CTOPOHbI ieTenu 6pbi3ru.

— B 03epo oH cBanuscs, 4To NMn? — HeAOyMEeHHO NpoBopYarn
duny, rnaaa emy scnen. — [oxas, Bpoae, HeTy...

— May! — TpeboBaTenbHO pa3fanochb psaaoM.

Munccuc Hoppuc nackoBo noTepsiacb O HOMM X035MHa.

— A, Koweyka Mosi! — CTapwK, KpAXTS, HArHysCs U TaCKOBO
nornagun €€ no BbIrHYTOW Ayron CnvHe.

— May!

— Y7o Thbl roBOpULLL? — Nepecnpocun duny. — Hy, noraem...
Monpem B Mol kabuHeT. Tbl, HABEpHOE, rosioaHasn?

OH, NpuxpambiBas, 3awapkana No KOpMAOPY, U KOWKa
HEeTOpONJNBO NOTPyCUIa 3a HUM. BMecTe OHM BOLWAN B KAMOPKY,
KOTOPYIO LWKOMAbHbIA y6oplnk ropao MMeHoBan kKabuHeToMm,
n duny, 4OCTaB C NMOMKWM MNAKeT MOMOKa, BbIIN €ro coaepXumoe
B MUCKY.

— Mgy, — 3amMeTnna Muccuc Hoppuc, HO MOJIOKO BCE-Taku
Bblslakasna, a MoTOM BHOBb YCTaBW/Iacb Ha X035iMHa 1 yxe bonee
KOHKpETHO ckasana:

— May!

— [a, 9 3Hal, — OTBETWUN TOT, — CerogHs Be4yepoM cioaa
npuaet Jlopa Bonaemopt... Ho He 6ecnokoics, Kolweyka Mos,
K TOMy BpeMeHu Mbl 6yaem yxe paneko! Ecnau atm onyxu
He 3axoTenu cnywatb ®unya, ®uny ynaet OAnH U OCTaBUT UX BCEX
34ecb... DUy 3HaeT Takne XoAbl, KOTOpble yBeayT ero Aaneko
ot 6eabl.

Kowka cepanTto 3awmnena.

— HeT-HeT, Muccnc Hoppuc, — MaxHyn B OTBET pyKOM CTapuK, —
51 BOBCE He CUMTato 3TO NpeaaTenbCcTBoM. OHM caMu BUHOBaTbI!

— May!ll

— Hy n ut0, uto feTn? OT AeTen CAULKOM MHOrO rpssu!

— Msy, may, may!!! — Muccmc Hoppuc npocTo Bbiwna u3 cebs
OT HerogoBaHus.

— Hy, a yero Tbl OT MeHSA-TO Xo4ewb? — yamsuacsa dGunu.

— Mgy, — BOBEepUTENbHO CKa3asna KoLKa.

— Hy yx HeT! — OH Aaxe 3aKawnisasicsad OT Takoro
npeanoXeHns. — 5 CNLLIKOM CTap, YTobbl CpaXkaTbCsi CO BCAKUMU
HeHOpMaribHbIMW, cunTaloLWwmmMm cebs snactenmHamm Mmpa. Nycrb
3TUM 3aHMMAIOTCA TE, KTO ropAo MMeHyeT cebs BonwebHnkamm!

— Msay! — ¢ HaxnMoM ckazana Muccuc Hoppuc.

— He BblgyMbiBan, — oTMaxHynca duny. — CeroaHs
Be4YepoM Mbl ynaem otcioga. [lan MHe nocnenHun pas CoKoMHO
HaTepeTb NoJibl B 3TOM AOME, U 1 MOTy cunTaTh cebs Ha neHcuu.

— MAay, — npe3puTenbHO CKasaja KolKa W cepanTo
OTBEpPHY/aCb, MPUXaB yLUN.

— JlagHo, He aynca, — Ouny NpUMUpUTENbHO Nornaaun
eé no ronoee. — Pacckaxu nydyle, 4To Bbl TaM 3agyMasni...

— May! — Muccuc Hoppuc 06pagoBaHo BCkoumna.

— Ho He xaun, uto 9 BCE bpowy 1 nonay cnacate Mup, —
exnaHo gobasmn cTapuk.

Mwucecmc Hoppuc, kak Morna, Beena CBOEro Xo3simHa B Kypc
Aena. BHMMaTenbHO BbiCNyLWwas KOLWKY, @1y nokayvan rososomn
n pewmnTensHo crpeb eé B oxanky. Huyero He nogo3spesatowas
Muccuc Hoppuc gaxe He nogyMana CoOnpoTUBATLCH, @ CTapuk
oTnep Asepuy 60MbLIOro wkada 1, 3aCyHyB KOLLKY BHYTPb, 6bICTPO
3axnonHyn asepuy. OwenomneHHas noaobHbIM NpeaaTenbCTBOM,
Muccuc Hoppuc coBceM He no-KoLwaybu B3Bbla.

— Huyero-Huyero, — OuUN4Y ycnokausawlwe nornaaun
ABepuy wkada, — nocuam 34ecb Napy YacuMKoB, NoKa s JOMOK0
nonbl B 3TOM 3aMKe... B KoHUe KoHUOB, faxe ecnv Bonaemopt
n cobnpaeTcs ero paspylwuTb, HeENb3s Xe OCTaBNATb TaKylo
rpsisb! — oH npobopmoTan cebe nog HOC eweé 4YTo-To, @ NOTOM
pnobasun. — Het, Hy Hapo xe! YTobbl 9 cpaxancsa c camum
BonaemopTtoM! 3TO Hano Takoe BblAyMaTb, aBaHTOPUCTHI
MoxHaTble! He poxpaeTech... HagexHee 6yaer, ecnm Tbl noka
OoCTaHelwbCa 34eck. [Mo3xe A npuay 3a To60M, — U, XJI0MHYB
ABepblo, ®uny Bbiwen U3 CBoero «kabuHeta».

Fnasa 1l

Bonaemopt cugen B niobumom kpecne Jlrounyca Mandos n
rpen pyku Hap orHeMm. Cam Mando#n, cTos y OKHa, cMoTpen
Ha YyepHeLWwuni BAanu nec n gyman o 4eM-To CBOEM.

— Nwouunyc, — Tuxmnm ronoc BonpgemopTa BbIBEN ero
U3 oueneHeHus.

Mandon obepHyncs:

— [Oa, mom rocnogmuH?

— Jlloumyc, — He rnaasa Ha Hero, npoaokun TemMHbln Jlopa,
B 3MEMHbIX [fla3ax KOTOPOro OTpaxasncCb A3bl4KW MAMeHH,
nAswyLwue B KAMUHE, — OTYEro B TBOEM OCOBHSAKE TakK X0N0AHO?

— JOonXHO 6biTb, AOMOBbIe 3/1bMPbl ONSATb OT/IbLIHUBAIOT
oT paboTbl, Mmon Jlopa, — noxan nnedamu Mandon. — MNo3xe
s pa3bepycb C 3TUM.

— [aBHO nopa, — B3A0XHYNn BonaemopT, — Tbl CMLIKOM
pasbanosan npucnyry 3a BpeMs MOero OTCyTCTBMSA. H He y3Hato
3TOT AOM...

Jlioumyc noxan nnevyamMn n BHOBb OTBEPHYJICS B OKHY,
nonaoTHEe 3anaxHyYBLWWCb B TEMbli WePCTAHOMW nnaly.
MNMocnegHee BpeMs OH TOXE Havan CUbHO MEP3HYTb, HECMOTPS
Ha TO, YTO OCeHb Ha ABOpe cTosaAna Tennad. [a v anbdbl,
Ha camMoM pgene, TPyAWNUCb, He NMokKnadas pPyK, U OroHb
B MHOMOYMUC/EHHbIX KaMWHax MMeHus ApKO nblnan u gHeEM
1 Houbto. M BCE-Takn Mandon MEP3, MEP3, KaK HUKOrAa B XU3HW.

«BongemopTt npas, — agyman Jlioumyc, — 3TOT AOM
OeNCTBUTENbHO TPYAHO y3HaTb. Kpome MeHs, 3aeck 60bLue HUKTO
He LEeHUT HaCTosLLYI0 TEMHYIO0 Marunio. [jpako coBcem oTomncs ot
pyK. [lenaeT TONbKO TO, YTO CaM CYMTAET HYXKHbIM, U HU YrOBOPbI,
HW Yrpo3bl He nMoMoralT. Hapuucca MeHs CTOPOHUTCH, U 3TU
€€ NOCTOSIHHbIE B3rNsAApl... He To ncnyraHHble, He TO OCy>XAatoLLme.
A Beaob paHblue OHa MeHsa 6oroTtBopwuna.. Ho yem cunbHee
S CTPEMNIOCh K BENNYMIO, TeM 6onblle OHa OT MeHs OTAanseTcs.
M yero ei ewé He aoctaeT? boraTcTBo, BNacTb, yBaxeHue... A oHa
BCEé 60onblue HeAoBObHA. He noHuMato...»

CkpunHyna ABepb, U B KOMHATYy BE/IMYECTBEHHO BMOM3na
Harunnu. NMpubnusmswmnce kK Bonaemopty, oHa 06BMna KONbLOM
CBOEro x03siMHa M NONOXWna rosoBy €My Ha njaeyo. TeMHbIN
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Jlopa paccesHHO nornaavn 3Mel No CBepKawlwen velwye u
npuaBUHYICS 6anxe K OrHio.

— XM, Jlrounyc, — 3aMeTUN OH Yepe3 HECKOJIbKO MUHYT, —
Tbl HE HAX0AWULWb, YTO CTano Kak 6yaro 6bI Tennee?

— Hert, Mot rocnoanH, — oTo3Basnca Mandoi, KyTasacb B
CBOW nnawy, — Ha MOM B34, HAYEro He U3MEeHMUI0Ch.

HarvHu nogHsna ronoBy U TUXOHEYUKO 3aluumnena, HO Ha 3TOT
pa3 gaxe BongemopTt e€ He NoHs.

OTKyAa-TO M3-3a KaMMHa BbICKOYMA KpynHas obnesnas
KpbiCa 1 3aMepsia NoA BHUMATENbHbIM B3I A0M 3Meu.

— A, MNMetTurpio, — BonaemMopT 4yTb WEBENbHYICA. — Thl
BbIMOJSIHU MOE nopy4eHune?

— A-pa, moii Jlopa, — Ha MecTe KpbICbl BO3HUK TOJICTEHLKUIA
HeCKlaaHbI YesoBeK, BeCb ApOXalumii OT cTpaxa.

— Tbl onoBecTun Bcex [MoxupaTtenen cMeptu? — CnNpocun
BongemopT, 6pe3rnveo rnsaas Ha ceoero cnyry. — Unu MHe onsitb
npuAeTCca TpaTUTb BPEMS U CO3bIBATb UX JINUHO?

— [-pa, MO roCnoAMH... TO €CTb, H-HET, MOM rocrnoanH, —
nUckHyn MeTTnrpro, — TO eCTb 9 XO4y CKasaThb...

— S noHsAn, — obopean ero TemHbIN Jlopa. — Ckonbko pa3
Tebe 6b1710 CkasaHo, He 3aMKaTbCA B MOEM NPUCYTCTBUM? MeHs
3TO pasapaxaert.

— O-p-pa, M-M-Mo#M J1-n-n-n... — HecyacTHbIn eTTurpto
COBCEM He MOr roBOpPUTb OT CTpaxa, CbEXWUBLWIUCL NOA
npucTasnbHbIM B3rnsaom Bongemopta. — B-Bawa 3-3-3mes...

— Tebs ueM-TO He ycTpaumBaeT HarmHu? — X0n04HO
rnomnHTepecoBasncst TeMHbIl JlopA.

— lMyCTb OHa HEe CMOTPUT Ha MeHs TakK, — NUCKHyN MNeTTurpro
M OT y>Kaca BHOBb NMpeBpaTUIICH B KpbICY.

— Thbl CTaBUWb MHE YCNOBUSA? — UCKPEHHe yAuBUICS
BonaemopT. — 3Haewb, ecnu HaruHu mn 3axoyeTt TO6OM
noobenaTtb, B YeM 8 CUJIBHO COMHEBAKCb, TO S HE CTaHy
el Mewarb.

— @y, — nposopyana HarnHu cebe noa HOC, — eCTb Takyto
ragoctb! 3To e YTO-TO COBEpLUEHHO HEBO3MOXHOE!

— WcyesHn, — BongemopT ycTano MaxHyn pyKon, — Tbl
MEeHS yTOMUII.

O6nesnas kpbica, 0651er4yeHHO NUCKHYB, WMbITHY1a KyAa-To
rnoAa nos.

— He BblHOWY TPyCcOB, — HM K KOMYy He obpaliascs,
B34OXHYN BonaemMopT, — HMKaKOro noyYTeHus, O4MH CTpax.

OH TKHYN1 CBOEW Masio4YKon B KaMWH, U OFOHb 3anbinan eweé
sapuye.

JTroumyc Mandori BHOBb MOrpy3unsca B CBou Mbicin. NocnegHee
BpPEMS OH CTajl 3aMe4aTb, YTO YyBCTBYeT cebs Kak-TO CTpaHHO.
[oBonbHO 4acTto, ocobeHHO Mo BeyepaM Mnepes CHOM, BHYTpWU
y Hero kak 6yato BCE OKMManocb, u cepaue — a 'y Hero Bedb
BCE eLé 6bIN0 cepaLe — 3anonHsana Xono4Has nMnkas nycrora.
XoTenocb BCKOYUTb U ybexaTb Kyaa-Hubyab nopanblie,
HO Jlioumyc ropao MrHopyMpoBan NpoMcxoasiiee C HUM, rnosnaras,
4YTO BUHOW BCEMY KO3HM HepobpoxenaTenei, Hac/iaBLUMX Ha Hero
KaKyo-HUbYyAb 9K30TUYeCKY nopyy. «C 3TnM g Toxe pasbepycb
nosxe, — pewwnn Mandor, — Korga mMbl 3aKOHUYMM Halle Aeno».

— Hapetocs, MNeTTurpro BCé caenan kak Hago, — npoluenecren
13 rybuHbl Kpecna BongeMopT. — MHe KaXeTcs, 3TO C/IMLIKOM
HEHaJEXHbI cyra. S NoAyMbIBato O TOM, UTOObI N36aBUTLCS OT HEro.

— Bawe npaBo, Mol rocnoauH, — noxan nnevamum Jlroumyc,
a npo cebs nogyman, uto Koraga-Hnbyab TemMHbIV Jlopa 3axo4yeTt
1n36aBUTbLCA M OT Hero. — $1 Ha BCAKMI Cny4yan cBsA3ascs
C HEKOTOPbIMX U3 HaWKUX nwaen. Bce oHM roTtoBbl M XAyT
He AOXAYTCS, Korga cMoryT 0bpatntb XorsapTc B pPyMHbI.

— OueHb xopowo, — BonageMopT 3akpbisl rnasa v 1ackoBo
nornaavn gpemnwowyto HarmHm. — CKopo, Mosl AeBO4Ka, TBOWM
XO038UH MONY4YUT TO, K YeMy TaK JONro crpemuncs. XaaTtb
0CTanoCb HeJoro.

— [a, MOM rocnoguH, — COHHO npolunena 3mes.

— Thbl TOXe NoMy4ullb CBOK Ao, HarnHu, — Bongemopt
3aAyYM4YMBO 4YepTUa AJIMHHBIM HOITEM AWKOBUHHbIE Y30pbl
Ha 3MenHoN Yelwye. — MeHs He NOKNAAEeT MeyTa CKOpMUTbL Tebe
3TOro Masb4yuLLKy, 3Toro Nappu NoTtrepa... 1 Aymato, oH NpuaeTcs
Tebe no BKycCy.

— He gyman cenuac 06 aTtoM, MOM rocnoawvH, — HaruHm
HEXHO KOCHY/1ach Lekn BonaemopTa KOHYMKOM XBOCTa, — MbIC/N
06 3TOM Manbumke paccTpavBalT TebsA. Tbl C/IMWKOM MHOMO
nepeHec No ero MMIocTu. He 6ecnokoincs 3a MeHs, A He ynyLuy
CBOero waHca. He B 370T pas.
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— 51 3Hat0, Tbl HE YNyCTMLWb CBOEro LaHca, Mos Aoporas
HarnHu, — BonaemopT NpoTsAHYA pyku nobnuxe K orHio. — 4
C/TMLLKOM XOpoLo Tebs 3Hato.

— Tbl COBCEM MEHS He 3Haelb, — npowunena HaruHum, Ho
Tak TMXo, YTo TeMHbIli Jlopa eé He ycnbiwan.

Koraa crapvHHble Yacbl, caenaHHble B Buae 60/bLUon ypoanmBomn
COBbl, KOTOpblE CTOS/IN HAa KAMWHHOW MOJIKE, FPOMKO coobwmnu,
4YTO HacTynun Beyep, TeMHbIn Jlopa paBHOAYLLIHO CKa3an:

— Hy, uT0 X%, nopa!

X X X

— Hy, ut0 %, nopa! — Dppon 6ecwyMHO onycTuacs
Ha MOAOKOHHWK B rpudOUHAOPCKON CnasibHe AeBOYEK.

Koconancyc, apemMaBwuin B Horax y FepMmnoHbl, NoaHsA
rosioBY M BOMPOCUTENbHO NOCMOTPEN Ha dunmnHa.

— Mopa, Mo gpyr, — CHOBA TUXOHbLKO YXHYN TOT. — KnbIk
AoKnaAblBaeT, YTo yuysn 3anax Jlrouymyca. Ckopo MNMoxupaTtenu
CmepTun 6yayT 34€Ch.

— MNoxxnpaTtenu AoxNbIX NArywexk, — npe3puTenbHO GbIPKHY
Koconancyc n MSArko CApbIrHya Ha non.

— He cTouTt HepooueHnBaTb Bpara, — 3aMeTun Oppon. — Bcé-
TaKun OHM BONLWEBHWKN, N MPUTOM, AOBO/IbHO MOTyLLECTBEHHbIE.

— KeM 6bl OHM HM Bbln, — CepaANTO MSAYKHYN KOT, — ANS
MEHS OHW, MpexAae BCero, NoXupaTenu AOXAbIX NArylek,
npecMblKalLuecs nepes 3Ton HegobuTon 3meei BongemMopToMm.

— [oToponuch, — 3ppos XNOMNHYN KPbIIbAMU, — HALLUW yXe
cobupatotca. XeaBura nonertena Ha CTeHy, 4tobbl cneguTb 3a
nepeaBuXeHNEM MPOTUBHMKA.

'epMrOHa, Ka3anock, Kpernko cnana, Ho cromno Koconancycy
HanpaBuTbCS K ABEPU, KaK AeBOYKa Cpa3y OTKpblia rnasa
W NPUNOAHSANACh Ha JIOKTE.

— Koconancyc, Tbl Kyaa 3T0? — Cnpocuia oHa, 0TYasiHHO 3eBasi.

Kak v npepnonaran kot, FepMnoHa, PoH 1 Mappu BepHymcb
n3 XorcMmaa TONbKO MOA yTpO, @ 0 TOM, 4YTobbl NponyCcTUTb
3aHATMS XOTHA 6bl pa3, ero x03ska W CAblwaTb He X0Tena,
NO3TOMY CEeroAHs HO4YbK BCe TpOe OTCbiNasnCb 3a ABa AHS.
OpHako MepMuOHa, KOTOpas AyWW He yasna B CBOEM KOTe,
C/TOBHO NOYyBCTBOBasna, Y4to €€ nobnMLy yrpoxaeT OnacHOCTb.

— YT0-HMbyab cnyumnocb? — FepMnMoHa BOMPOCUTENBHO
nocMoTpena Ha Koconancyca. — S cervac pasbyxy Mappw!

— Ox, 'epMu, Kak He BO BpeMs! — KOT HETepnenmBo AEPHY
XBOCTOM M, 3anpbirHYB Ha KpOBaTb, kNyb6OYKOM CBEpHYJCA
Yy AE€BOYKMU Ha rpyau. — Tonbko Mappu HaMm n He xBaTasno! — u,
obpatnBwNCh K DUNNHY, OH nonpocua. — [lan MHe ewé nsaTb
MWUHYT, ApyXuLle.

— Y Hac Mano BpeMeHu, — HanoMHW Dppor.

— Tonbko NsATb MUHYT! — Koconancyc KapTUHHO 3aKaTun rnasa,
a NOTOM MPUHSNCSA HanNeBaTb OAHY M3 KOLUAYbWUX KOMbI6eNbHbIX.

O4Hako B 3TOT pa3 rosocC y Hero BCE e BpeMeHaMmu
cpbiBancs. Koconancyc HexHo nobun FrepmmnoHny. Jliobun 3a 1o,
YTO OHa Kynusia ero B naBke Ha [luaroH-annee, KOrga OH yxe
OKOHYaTeNIbHO CMUPUJIICA C MbIC/IbIO MPOBECTU OCTaTOK >XWU3HMU
B TECHOW KkJleTKe noA notonkoM. Y Koconancyca 6bin1 o4eHb
He3aBMCMMbIV XapaKTep, HO NP 3TOM OH, KaK 1 BCE KOLUKW, OCTPO
Hy>aancs B poaHoM gome. J1iobun oH FepMMOHY 1 3a TO, YTO OHa
cynTana ero KpacCcuBbIM, HECMOTPS Ha KpuBble nanbl
W MpUNIIOCHYTYIO MOpAy. MNpaeaa, KOT OTHOCWAICS K AeBOYKE, Kak
CTapLuui 6paTt OTHOCUTCS K ManieHbKOM cecTpeHke. EMy kasanocs,
4YTO OHa OYeHb MHOroe AenaeT He Tak, Kak caenan 6bl 3To OH.

Koconancyc ymmpoTBopsitoLLe Mypribikan, v rnasay FepMmoHsl
NOCTEMEHHO 3aKpblINCb. POBHO 4Yepe3 MsaTb MUHYT AeBOYKa
norpy3unachk B rny6okuii 6e3mMaTexHbI COH. KOT CHOBa CripbIrHyn
Ha Mo u nowen K ABepu. Ha nopore OH 3a4epXascs U HEeXHO
NOCMOTPEN Ha CNSLLYIO XO35NKY.

— Hagetocb, — ckasan KOT 2ppony, — Yy Hac BCE MOnyumnTcs.
He xoueTcs Aymatb, UTO, 6bITb MOXET, A BUXY €€ B NOC/IeAHUIN pas.

X X X

J11060nbITCTBO HE AaBano YCHYTb HENOCeANnBoOMY Xaby, 1 OH,
CMAs B CBOEM aKBapuyMe Ha NOAOKOHHUKE B rpnudduHA0PCKOM
cranbHe ManbYyMKOB, MPaYHO TapaLlUM/ICa B OTKPbITOE OKHO. Houb
cTosina Tennas, n pebata pewmnnu, 4To Tak cnaTte 6yAeT HAMHOro
npusTHee. HeoxunaaHHO BHUMaHwe >xaba npuvBAekNo TeMHoe
NATHO, ABUraBLUeecs Ha doHe 3Be34HO0ro Heba. Mpurnsaeswncs,
TpeBop y3Han CBUHPUHCTENS. «Tak, — nogyman xab, — 3HauuT,
OHU yxe cobupaloTcs, a MeHs onsATb He no3sanu! besobpasue!



MAKC «KOJ BEICA.1, COBA IE€TE1A»

[py3bs Ha3biBaeTca!» OH 6bi1 UCKpeHHe BO3MYLLEH, COBEPLLEHHO
He 3ayMbIBasiCb 0 TOM, YTO ero npusTenen Bnepean xagana
He yBecenuTenbHas Nporysaka B APYXECKOW KOMMaHwu,
a npoAomKuTenbHas u cepbesHas becesa ¢ kKomnaHuen 3106HO
HacTpoeHHbIX MNoxwupaTeneni CMepTu. TpeBopy 6bI10 He A0 TOro.
OH xaxaan 6bITb B ryLue cobbITuiA, @ MOTOMY BHUMATESIbHO Crieaunn
3a TeM, uTo 6yaeT Aenatb CBUH. A COBEHOK, MOKPYXXWB Haz BOPOM,
CMMKMPOBaN K OKHaM, BeAyLMM B ClIM3EPUHCKOE MoA3eMerbe,
M ncuyes u3 Buay. «3adem 3TO OH TyAa?» — yaAuBWMACS TpesBop
W NPUHANCA pelunTenbHO BblIbMpaTbCa M3 CBOEro akBapuyMa.
OH Bbibupancsa w Bbibupancs.. K, HakoOHeL, oOKasasncs
Ha NOAOKOHHWKE... U eCTECTBEHHO, MOCKOJb3HYBLUWCh, MONETEN BHU3!

— BuHrapaunym nesmoco!!! — 3aopan »ab He CBOMM ronocom
W pacTonbIpu/l NEPENOHKW.

BonwebHnk 13 Hero 6bl1 HUKYAbIWHbBIA, TeM 6onee, ans
TaKoro C/I0XKHOMO 3aK/IMHAHWS, KaK 3aK/IMHaHue nesmTtaumm. Tak
1 nornb 6l 6eccnasHO NO6OMbLITHBIN Xab, ecnn 6 CUbHBIN NOPbIB
BETPa HE NOAXBATW/ €ro U He onyCTu 6epexHo Ha 3eMto.

OTAbIWaBLWNCL, TpeBOP, KOTOPOro npouclueaLee abcontoTHO
HWYEeMYy He Hay4yuno, pe3BO MOCKaKan K CAM3EePUHCKOMY
noasemenbio.

[Opako Mandon cnan, n Ha ero nvue 6nyxaana OTKpbiTas
n fo6pas ynbibka, Kako HUKTO HUKOrAa He BUAEN Y Hero AHEM.
[aHa, HaXOXNMBLINCbL, ApeMana Ha CNUHKE KPoBaTu, MPUKpPbIB
0AMH rna3. Ha gywe y coBbl 661710 HECMOKOMHO. Mepelwmnnco
BCSIKME yXacbl, BPOAE TOro, YTO B NOA3eMebs BpblBAETCA TONNa
Moxwunpatenen CMepTM N HAUMHAET KPYLWNTb BCE BOKPYT. Ybn-TO
KOITY LapanHyam no CTeksly MasieHbKOro OKHa, pacrnosioXXeHHOro
noA cambIM NMOTOJSIKOM, U B TeMHOTe 0603Ha4MICs pacn/ibiBYaThbll
cnnyaT CBUHPUHCTENS. [laHa B3APOrHyia n cpasy OKOHYaTeNbHO
NpocHynacb. B3neTes noa MOTONOK, OHA AepHY/a KpEernkum
K/IOBOM 3allesiky, 3anuvpasBllyl0 OKHO, W 4Yepe3 HEeCKOJIbKO
CeKyH/A B3/10XMayeHHbI CBMH BBaNNACA B KOMHATY.

— OH cnuT? — TUXO NOMHTEpPeCcOoBasiCad COBEHOK, KUBHYB
Ha [pako.

— Bpoae, aa, — Takxe Tuxo oteetuna [aHa.

— He pa36yautb 6bl, — B340OXHYN CBWH W HEPBHO
cnpocun. — Tbl rotoea?

— HeT, — u4ecTHO oTBeTuna [JadHupa, rnaas
BO BCTPEBOXEHHbIE rN1a3a CoBeHKa, — BuHpu, s 6010Ch...
— §1 Toxe, — nNpu3Hanca TOT, — HO Tbl He AyMali,

Mbl 06513aTeNnbLHO Nobeaum!

OH 604KkOM NpuABUHYNCA K [lJaHe, 1 HEKOTOPOE BpeMS COBbI
MOflYa cuAaenun, TECHO MPUXaBLINCL APYr K APYry W cnywas
CABOEHHbIV CTYK CBOMX cepael. HakoHeu, [laHa HeXHO KJIoHYya
CBWHa B MaKyLLKy 1 CKasana:

— Cuau, He cnamn, a neteTb Haao!

— MoxeT, nydwe ocTaHewbcsA? — pobko npennoxun
CBWHpPUHCTENb.

— Hwu 3a yto! — [laHa pelwmnTenbHO 3axnonana KpbibsaMn, —
51 Tebs HM 3@ YTO OAHOIO He ocTasto!

CBuH 6narogapHo yxHy-.

N TyT B OTKPbITOE OKHO MPOCYHYN nt060NbITHYIO MOpPAY
TpeBOp M NPUHANCSA BrASAbIBAaTbCS B TEMHOTY. B 3TOT MOMeHT
CBMH 1 [laHa CTpeMuTeNbHO BbleTenn HapyXxy, a Tpesop,
NnoTepPSABLUMA OT HEOXWAAHHOCTM paBHOBecue, BTOPON pas
3a nocnegHue non4vaca noneTen BHU3.

[pako npoaosxan CNOKOMHO cnaTbk 1, BEPOATHO, Npocnan
6bl Tak BCH HOYb, €Cnn 6bl YTO-TO MOKpPOE U CKOJIb3KOE He
NOXHYNOCb eMy NpsMO Ha n106. Huyero He NnoHMMas co CHa,
ManbyMK BCKOYMIT W MPUHAJICS JINXOPaAO4YHO OrnsiabiBaTbCH,
a nepenyraHHbIn TpeBop oNpoMeTbio 6pocKCcs Nog KpoBaTh.

Yepe3 Heckonbko MWUHYT Ao Mandosa gowno, yto [daHa
ucuesna. Paaom Ha cBomx KposaTax xpanenu Kpabbe n Fonn,
a ero coBbl He 6bI110.

— 21, BuHc! — [pako rpy6o ToNKHyN cnswero npuatens. —
Tbl He Buaen Adany?

— OTBSXUCb, — COHHO mnpobopmoTan Kpabbe. — Cam
BbISICHSIN C HEl OTHOLUEHUS, @ 9 He 065a3aH cneanTb 3a TBOMMMU
AEBYOHKaMM, nx y Tebs CIMWKOM MHOI0, — W, NepeBepHYBLUNCh
Ha gpyron 60K, OH 3axpanen ewé rpomuye.

— per, moxeT, Tbl BUAen aHy? — NpUHSANCS TOPMOLUTb
Apyroro ceoero npuatens Qpako.

— 51 eé He en, — Hepa3bopumBOo 0TO3BaNCH [0, KOTOPbIN,
nopnobHoO MeaBeato, cnan, 3acyHyB 60MbLLONM Nanew, 04HOW pyKu
B POT, @ APYrov pykown obHnMasa noaywky. — He mewar cnaTb.

MoHsB, YTO OT 3TUX ABOUX HM4Yero He fobbewbcs, Opako
HaKWHY NOBEPX NWMXXaMbl JIEFKUIA LLEPCTAHON NaLy n, XJI0NHYB
ABEpbl0, BbiCKOYMA B Kopuaop. Ero cenvac 3aHuMan oauH
€[AVHCTBEHHbIN BOMpPOC: rae MoXeT 6biTb JasHupa?

M3-noa ABepwn B cnanbHO AeBOYEK NMpobuBancs TYyCKbIN
cBeT, M [lpako, Aaxe He yAOCYXMWBLWWUCb MOCTy4yaTbCH,
6ecuepeMOoHHO 3arnsHyN BHYTPb. [MaHcu MNMapkuHCOH, 3abpasLumch
C Horamm B rybokoe Kpecno, uuMTana Kakyl-TO KHUFY npwu
HepoBHOM cBeTe BosiwebHOM nanoykn. Yenaes [Jpako, AeBouka
B3BM3rHy/a U, CXBATMB C MOAJIOKOTHUKA MNnes, 3aBepHynachb
no Camyio LWeto.

— [Apako! — Heropywuwe npowwunena oHa. — Tebe
He CTblAHO? 5 Xe He oaeTa!

— HyXHa Tbl MHe O4YeHb, — HeTepnenneo OTBETWA TOT,
CMepuVB AEeBYLUKY PaBHOAYLHbIM B3rNS40M, — CKaXW nydlle,
Tbl HE BMAena Mot coBy?

— Hunyero g He Bnaena, — cepanTto 6ypkHyna ockopbneHHas
A0 rnybuHbl Aywu MNaHcK, — OTCTaHb.

[pako B340XHYN 1 HW C YeM BO3BpaTU/ICA B KOMHaTy. Barnag
ero c/ly4anHo ynasn Ha OTKpbIToe OKHO. Mandor gonro cmoTpen,
Kak BeTep xsionaeTt ¢ppamyrom u, HakoHe, npobopmoTan:

— YepT nobepwm, rotoB NOKNACTbCS, YTO OHA yneTena K cose
Yunsnu! Mpuaetca uckatb e€ Ha ynuue! — u oH Bblibexan un3
noasemesnbsl, MNOMHbIA PEWMMOCTN, BO 4TO Hbl TO HU CTasno
oTbICKaTb AasHwupy.

HeyromoHHbI TpeBop, BbI6paBLUMCh U3-N0A4 KPOBaTU, PE3BO
nockakarsn BC/ej 3a HUM.

% Xk Xk

Mucecnc Hoppuc 6bina B otyasiHuu. bnmsunca seuep, a oHa
cvaena 3anepTas B Wkady, He MMes BO3MOXHOCTU NpeaynpeanTb
Apy3ei, 4YTO HMYero He Nosy4yunnocb. HaBepHoe, OHM yxe
cobupatoTca natu kK Bopotam! HasepHoe, 1 BonaemopT ckopo
6ynet Tam! YTo xe genatb?!

Korpa 3akaTHoe conHue okpacuno 6awHu XoresapTtca
B KPOBaBO-KpacCHbIl LBET, B 3aMKe 3aCKpexeTan Kou. A yepes
HECKOJIbKO MUHYT ®uny, nocaams Ha nnedyo Muccuc Hoppuc,
BbllWeN M3 cBoero kabwHeta v ABUHYNCSA MO HanpasBieHWUIO
K noasemesnbsM. OKkasaBLMCb HA MeCTe, OH NOCTy4Yars no OAHOMY
€My U3BECTHOMY KaMHIO, N B CTEHE OTKPbISICA MOTANHOM XOA,.

— Waem, Mos Koweyka, — CTapuk C TPYAOM MPOTUCHYCS
B Y3KWUI Nna3, — HaM nopa ybupaTbcs oTcoaa.

OaHako Muccnc Hoppuc npuaepxmanach ApYroro MHEHUS.
OHa nTuuer cneTena c rnjaeya xo3siMHa 1 3acTblsia HEMOABUXHO,
npuxas ywwn K ronose. Jinwb rMOKMA XBOCT HEPBHO
noAepruBancs, Bblpaxas KpamHIW CTeneHb pas3gpa)KeHus.
XenTble rnasa KOWKW ropenu B Mojympake noasemenbs,
noAo6HO ABYM MacNsiHbIM CBETU/IbHUKAM.

— Y70 Xe Tbl? — yauBneHHo cnpocun ®uny. — Naem!

OH, KpAXTH, HAKMOHWACA, 4TOObl B35ATb KOLUKY Ha PYyKW,
HO Ta APOCTHO 3awmnena n 6pocmnacb Npoyb.

— Mwuccuc Hoppuc! Muccuc Hoppuc! — BOCKIIMKHYN
ctapuk. — Kyaa xe 1bi?!

MpuunTasn, OH 3aKOBbINAN BCNEA 3@ HER.

Tonbko BblibexaB 3a rnaBHble BOpoTa XOreapTca, KOLKa
oCTaHoBMNacb. 3amep 1 ®uny, He B cunax OTBECTWU B3rnsaa
OT OTKpbIBWENCSA eMy KapTuHbl. Bo3rnaensembie Jlopaom
BongemopTtom K wkone npubnuxanuce MNoxwupatenn Cmepty,
HeyMosMMble 1 6e3xanocTHble, kak cama Cyabba.

MaBa 12

Bonaemopt wén Ha XoreapTc B MO/IHOW YBEPEHHOCTU, YTO TaM
ero HUKTO He xaeT. Bce nnaHbl gepxanucb B yCN0BUAX
abconwTHOM cekpeTHOCTU, M gaxe loxupaTtenn CmepTu,
3a ucknoyeHvem Jliounyca, 40 NOCEAHEro He 3HaAM TOYHOro Yaca
Hauyana onepauuu. NMoatomMy BonaemMopT 6b11 CMOKOEH: CASALWMIA
XorsapTc u He noAo3peBasn, UTO FOTOBUT eMy Hejanekoe
6yayuiee.

Ho TemHbIN Jlopa owmnbancs, oymas, yUto ero AeiCTBUTENTbHO
HUKTO He xzaeT. C BbICOKOI 3aMKOBOW CTEHbI 3@ NepeMeLleHnsIMn
MoxwupaTtenen BHUMATENbHO Crieanna KpynHas nonsipHas cosa,
pSAOM C KOTOPOW CMAENN ABE COBbl MOMEHbLUE U B3bepOLUEHHbIN
CTapbil GUAVH, @ BHU3Y Y BOPOT CTOSIN1 Cropb/ieHHbIN, TPACYLUMIACA
OT CTpaxa CTapuK C MoJjlIocaToOM KOLIKOW Ha nnedye. Y ero Hor
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MAKC «KOT BEICA_1, COBA 1ETEC1A>»

BOCCeZanu TONCTbIM PbIXXUA KOT N MaCCUBHbIN T0XMaTbIN Néc.

HecuacTtHbirt Apryc ®uny cMMpUICS, HaKOHeL, C MbIC/bIO, YTO,
KpOMe Hero, cerogHs HekoMmy 6onblle BCTaTb Ha 3aluUTy
XoresapTca, HO CMoKoliHee OH cebs OT 3TOro He YyBCTBOBas U HU
Ha MUHYTY He nepectasan 60pMoOTaTb NPOKASATUSA B aApec BCEro
MWpa, KOTOPble, K CHacCTbio, HE UMENY peasnbHOM Marnyeckom CUsbl.

— JTO Tbl BO BCEM BMHOBAaTa, — TPACYLIMMUCH OT yxaca
rybamu ykopsn ®wny Muccuc Hoppuc, cuaswyr y Hero
Ha nneve. — Kak, Tbl AyMaelb, S CMOry NpOTUBOCTOSATbL STOMY
ncyagmio aga? 4 — ckeunb! HUUTO M HUKTO!

Muccnc Hoppuc TMXoHbKO MaykHyna. OHa 6bina He B TOM
HaCTPOEeHWN, YTO6bI HAUMHATb ANCKYCCHIO.

BonaemopT co CBOMM OTPSAOM NpUBN3MACS K MNaBHbIM BOPOTaM
M OCT@HOBWICS, YAVUBNEHHO rnaas Ha ®unya n ero MoxXHaTbiX
MOMOLLIHVKOB. NoXXnpaTenun TEMHOW, HEMPOHMLIAEMOW CTEHOW BCTanu
3a CMVHOM CBOEro rocrnoamHa. Jlrounyc Mandoin, aepxa sonwebHyo
nasoyky HaroToBe, CTOS/1 MO NpaBylo pyKy oT TemHoro Jlopaa,
MeTTurpio, KOTOpbI TPSCCS OT CTpaxa He MeHblue, yem duny,
Xancsa no nesyto. Y Hor BongemopTa € TUXUM LUMMEHNEM KPYXWia
HarnHu, nspeaka nornsabisas Ha 3aMKOBYHO CTEHY.

Muccuc Hoppuc BbIrHyna CrnuHy M MaykHyna. Ouny
Ha noarmbatowmMxca Horax warHyn Bnepes. BongemopTt
pacxoxoTancs.

— [la Tbl, HUKaK, CASTWUA, CTapuK, — CKa3as OH.

— Buaumo, aa, pas g 34ecb, — TUXMM APOXKALLUUM FONOCOM,
HO BCE-Taku C BbI30BOM oTBETUN D1y, kKoTopoMy Munccuc Hoppuc
YTO-TO MsyKasna Ha yxo. — Jlyywe 6bl BaM yWTK 0OTClOAa,
B XorsapTce n 6e3 Bac 4OCTAaTO4YHO rpsi3u.

— Tbl 1 TBOW 3BEpUHEL, BCEPbE3 HAaMepeBaeTeCb OCTaHOBUTb
MeHsA? — BonaemopT npe3puTenbHbIM B3rNS40M OKMHYN KOLeK
n cobak, CTOABLUMX C rOpAO NOAHATLIMU XBOCTaMu. — BonbLliero
MANOTU3MA A B XWU3HM He Buaen. MNpasaa, HarmHu? — oH
MOCMOTPEN Ha KPYXMBLUYIO Y €ro HOr 3Mer0, HO Ta npeanoyna
npomonyatb, a TemHbI Jlopa npodo/mxkun. — Bnpouem, 370
nenaet Tebe uecTtb, ckBUb. S yBaxar CMenocTb U B 3HAK CBOEro
yBaXXeHWs MOBeLUy TBOK rosioBy CpeAun CBOMX CaMbIX NHO6MMbIX
Tpodees... [locne Toro, Kak 3akoH4y Aena, pasyMeeTcs...

Psaabl MoxupaTtenen CMepTv NpUWAn B ABUXKEHUE, KOe-rae
nocnbiWwanncb 3n106HbIE CMewkn. BonaeMmopT noaHsaN pyky,
M MFHOBEHHO BHOBb YCTaHOBMW/IACb TULLMHA.

— Jlounyc, — ckasan TeMmHbili Jlopa, — nopa HauyuHaTb.
MeTTUrpo, — OH NOBENUTENbHO B3MIAHYN Ha ApOXalero
cnyry, — pa3bepucb ¢ 3TuM ctapukoM. OH MHe Hagoen.

MeTTurpio WwarHyn Bnepes, NnoaHMMas BonwebHy0 NanouKy.

— ABaga... — Ha4dan 6bI10 OH, HO TYT Xe 3aopan ot 6onu,
notomy 4to Muccmuc Hoppwuc ntuuen cnetena ¢ nneda dunya
1 BUenunacb KOrTaMu B nnuo Metturpto.

— ABaja...

Kpak.

OauvH m3 MoxupaTtenen CMepTV Hanpaswu/ CBOK Manouyky
Ha KOWKY, HO 6anTenbHbIi Knblk BUXpeM copBascs C MecTa,
1 ero octpble 3ybbl C N1EMKOCTbIO MEPEKYCUNN NMPOYHOE AEPEBO.

— ABaja...

Kpak.

— ABaja...

Kpak.

— ABaja...

Kpak.

Ewé Tpoe MoxunpaTenen octannce 6e30py>xHbiMU. OCTanbHble
MOAHSANM NANoYKkn, TBEPAO HAaMepeBasCb pasAenaTbCcs CO BCEN
3TON MOXHATOW MeNto3ron. 3amMenbKkanu B BO34yXe CMEPTOHOCHbIE
3e/eHble BCMbIWKW, HO B C/IeAYHOLLY0 CEKYHAY Ha TEMHbIX Maros
o6pywmnnnuce BOEHHO-BO3AYLWHbIe CuUAbl XoreapTca,
BO3rnasnseMble XeABUron. YeTbipe COBbl APOCTHO HaneTanm
Ha Nnioaen, xnonas KpbibsSMWU, CpblBas C HUX Macku
M KanoLwoHbl, Mewas cMoTpeTb. Koconancyc metancsa mexay
MoxupatensmMmn, KoTopble, NMOCTOSSHHO CNOTbIKasACb 06 Hero,
TO 1 AeNOo najanu Ha 3eMIi0.

Kpak. Kpak. Kpak.

Knblk noAa WwWyMOK MpoAoskan neperpbi3atb BonwebHble
nano4yku, Kak W ero Apy3bs, JNTIOBKO YyBOpauuBaschb
OT 3aK/IMHaHWN, CbINABLUMXCSA CO BCEX CTOPOH.

Mepea rnaBHbIMM BOpoTaMum Xorpaprtca Hadanach
HeBoobpa3nmas cymaToxa. M Tonbko ABa YenosBeka He NpuHUManm
HMKAKOro y4yactus B pa3BopaynBaloLLMXCcs BOEHHbIX AENCTBUSAX.
®Dunny, KOTOPbI MOCKOSIb3HYBLUMCL OT CTpaxa, Cbexasn B KaKyo-
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TO AIMy W Tenepb fiexan TaMm, He cMes AplwaTtb, U BonaemopT,
KOTOPbIN CMOTPEN Ha BCE MPOMCXOASILLEE C XONOAHbIM NPE3PEHMEM.

— KnsHycb BCceMM cunamm aga, — npowmnen OH CKBO3b
3y6bl, — MeHS OKpy>XaeT Kyuyka Tynoronosbix 601BaHOB,
KOTOpbl€ He MOryT CnNpaBUTbCHA C Ky4ykKOn B36ecuBLUMXCSH
YKMBOTHBIX...

MeTTnrpto, HakoHeL, oTopBaBLKi OT cebs Muccmnc Hoppuc,
ANKO OrNsAbIBasiCs N0 CTOPOHaM, B MOMCKax CTapuka, KOTOporo
A0JSKeH 6bin youThb.

— Mon Jlopa, — Apoxawum ronocom obpaTtuncs
OH K Bongemopty, — ero HeT! OH ncyes!

— Bcé npuxoauTcs penatb CaMOMy, — B3AOXHYN TOT
W BbiTalMa M3 KapMaHa CBOK BONWEOBHYO Manouyky. —
Joumyc, — OH NOBENUTENbHO KUBHYJ ronoson Mandotw, —
y6epu BopoTa. Mbl AO/KHbI BONTU BHYTPb, @ S NoKa pasbepycb
CO BCEM 3TUM.

— [a, moli Jlopa, — MOKIOHWIICS TOT, MOBEPHYJICA K BOPOTaM
M nogHAaN nanouky. — MHceHano!

3aMKOBYIO CTEHY OxXBaTuio nnams. BopoTta € rpoxoTom
PYXHYN, 1N Ha POHE MASWYLWMX OFHEHHbIX A3bIKOB BO3HWUKA
Xpynkas manbuuweckas purypa. Cepebpucrbie pactpenaHHble
BOJIOCbl OT/IMBANW asnbiM B CBETE M/IaMeHu, LWepCTAHON nnaLy
Xs10Masn Ha BETPY, Y HEHACBITHbIN OrOHb YXXe Hayan n1M3aTb ero
kpas. Jlloumyc pacrepsinca. Cpean peBylLero OrHEHHOro aja
CTOSI/1 €ro CbiH. [lpako.

— OuHUTE MHKaHTateMm! — WHCTUHKTUBHO BOCKJIMKHYN
Mandon-cTapLmin, n OroHb MFrHOBEHHO norac.

Mandon-mnagwmmn, nMuo KoToporo 661710 NepeMasaHo Caxewn,
CepAVTO B3rNsiHYy Ha oTua. [nasa ero rHeBHO CBepKau.

— [pako, — cypoBo cka3san Jllounyc, npucrasabHO NOCMOTPEB
Ha CblHa, — 4TO Tbl 34eCb AeNnaelb?

— {1 nwy cBOK COBY, — CEpPAUTO OTBETU Manb4yuK. —
Tbl 06MaHyn MeHsa! Ckaszan, uto youn Jany! 3aueM Tbl 3TO caenan,
ortey!?

— [Apako, — He o6paTnB BHMMAHMS Ha C/10BA CbiHA, CKa3an
Jlroumyc, — HeMeaneHHO OTNpaBnaics B noa3emMense. Tam Thl
6ynewsb B 6e30nacHOCTH.

— YepTa c ABa, — [lpako ynpsaMo TPSAXHYJ ros0BOWM
W CKpecTun pyku Ha rpyau. — Yepta c asa, oteu!

— Kak Tbl He MOHUMaeLb, Tbl Xe MOr NOrMbHyTb! — rHeBHO
ckasan Jlioumnyc.

Ckasan v BAPYr MOHSN: €ro CbiH, AENCTBUTENbHO, TONIbKO
YTO YyTb He nNornb B OrHe, CO34aHHOM UM xe camum. Cepaue
CAaBuWa yXe 3HaKoMas NyCcToTa, HO JTiounyc pelmnTenbHO B35/
cebsa B pykwu.

— $ ckasan, oTnpaenainca B noasemense. Mbl NOTOM € TO60M
norosopum!

— YepTa c gsa! — onATb nosTopwun [pako, paBHOAYLIHO
rnsaaa Ha To, Kak MoxupaTtenn CmepTn, npecnenyemble COBamu,
OAVH 3@ APYrMM OMyCKalT MasoykyM M NMOBOpaymMBatloTCs
B CTOPOHY MOKPbITOW Caxkel CTeHbl XoreapTca, NpMcnyLmBasch
K MX pasrosopy.

Ctapwwuin Mandoih 6eccunbHO OrfsHYNICA Ha CBOUX
NOAYMHEHHBIX.

— Hagerocb, MoOW wanonar He HOCUTCS MOCpPeaM HOouM Mo
3aMKy, KOTOpbIi 9 cobupalocb pas3pywuTb, — CKa3ana OAMH
13 HUX. — 5 6bl He xoTen, YTobbl C BUHCEHTOM UTO-TO C/TYYMOCh.

— Tbl npa., Kpabbe, — otBeTnn emy apyroi, — Jlopa obelian,
4YTO B NoAasemenbax Aetu byayt B 6e3onacHocTw. peropn MHe
eLé Hy>XeH rnoka. 5 Bosnarato Ha Hero 6onblime Hagexabl.

— [Opako, — npowwnnen, Bbiiasa us cebs, Jlounyc, —
nocneaHU pas roBopio, MapLu B noasemense!

[pako faxe He noLweBenmnncs.

— B uem geno, Jlrounyc? — xonogHo cnpocun Bongemopt. —
MoyeMy Tbl OTMEHWN 3aK/IMHAHWE?

— Ho... — HeyBepeHHO Hauan ctapwwuin Mandon, — Mol
Nopa... TaM MOW CbIH!

— W 41O Xe? — paBHOAYLIHO NoXxan nieyamu Bonaemopt.

— $l... MpocTtuTe MeHs, Mo Jlopa, — TBepAo ckasan Jliounyc
Mandor n OTCTynun Ha war, — HO 9 He MOry.

— YT0 3HaUMT — He MOXeLLb? — YrpoXatoLLe NOMHTEPECOBasICS
TeMHbIV JlopA v NOAHSAN NanoyKy. — IT0 yTo, Jlloumyc, 6yHT?!

— He 3acTtaBnante mMeHsa 3TOro Aenatb, — npowenTan ToT
W OTCTYNWA eLwé Ha war.

— lNpepaTtenbcTBo, — npowwunen
Tbl cnbiwmnwb, HarnHu, Hac npepanu!

BonpemopTt. —



MAKC «KOJ BEICA.1, COBA IE€TE1A»

Ha koHLue BonwebHOM Nanoykn 3aCBETUICS 3€/1EHbIN OMOHb.
B TOT e Mur XeaBura METHyNacCb Ha CTEHY WU KPUKHYna:

— Apryc, nosu!

— Apryc, nosn! — nosTopwuna 3a Hel Muccuc Hoppwuc.

3710 6bI1 AnaTbipb, KOTOPbI XeaBura He ycnena BOBpeMS
nepeaate ®unyy, NOTOMy 4YTO CTapuK MOSBUACA MOA CTEHOM
XoreapAca nvib B NOCNEAHIO CekyHAyY. Ha rnasax npoTuBHMKa
XepBura 6osnace 6pocutb kameHb ®unuy un Bce BbibMpana
noaxoasawmn MmomeHT. Ho Tenepb BbiI6Opa He 6b110. AnaTtbipb,
npoyYepTUB B BO3AYyXe CUAIOLWLYIO Ayry, ynan CTapuky B PyKw,
HO ®uny, KOTOPbI NO-MPEXHEMY ApOXan OT cTpaxa, He CMor
yAepXaTb ero, U 3MeNHbI KaMeHb CKpbISICS B rycTon Tpase. Ctos
no nosic B rnybokon same, ®uny 6e3ycnewHo wapwun pykamu
no Tpaee B NOMCKaX KaMHs.

— Apryc!!l — B oT4yassHMM B3BbINa Muccuc Hoppwuc.

BonaemopT Hanpaswa BonwebHyo nanouky Ha Jliounyca n
cKasan:

— ABaja Kefas...

— Het! — 3akpunyan [ipako 1 pBaHyscs K OTLY.

— HeT!! — 3akpuyana [aHa v pBaHynacb K Jpako.

— Hert!!! — 3akpuyan CBUHpPUHCTENb U pBaHYyNCH
K Bongemoprty.

BonaemopT He ycnen goroBopuTb, CBMH C pa3Maxy Bpesancs
B TemHoro Jlopaa v gonbaHyn ero KaiOBOM Mo rosnose. He
OXWAaBWKWA HanageHus BongemopT B34pOrHyn u pasxan
nanbubl, NblITasCb MNpPaBOM PYKOW 3awWUTUTb JMLO
oT B3becuBlerocs coseHka. JIMWMBLWINCL NPUKOCHOBEHMUSA
BonwebHMKa, nanoyka cpasy xe noracna.

Kpak.

Tenepb n TeMHbIn Jlopa ocTtancsa 6e30pyxHbiM, a Knbik,
CKPVBMBLUNCH, BbIMJIIOHY1 Ha 3EeMJ/TI0 MESIKME LLENKW.

— Y6epuTte OT MeHs 3Ty NpoknATyt coBy! — npopblyan
Bonpgemopt, 6e3ycnewHo nbiTasgcb n36aBUTbCS OT COBEHKA,
NpoOAOJ/IXaBLIEro c oCTepBeHeHMeM A0N6UTb KKOBOM €ro
3aTblNoK. — [JaiTe MHe KTO-HNbyab BoAWwWebHY0 nanoyky!

— Crynecgpasi! — ppoxkawmm ronocomMm KpukHyn lMetturpio,
KOTOPOMY OT CTpaxa He Mpuwso B ronoBy Huyero 6onee
OPWUIMHANbHOrO.

3aHaTelh Bongemoptom CBWMH He ycnen yBepHYTbCH,
W 3aK/IMHaHWEM ero oTEpoCusI0 Aaneko B CTOPOHY. [laHa, He NOMHS
cebs OT y»aca, copsanack C MecTa 1 rnosieTesia Ha NnoMoLLb Apyry.

— ®uny! Crapbiv gypak! — Koconancyc ckaTuics B iMy K
cTapuky. — [ae kameHb?!

— Xrexb! — pa3ganocb psaAoM HEBHATHOE KBakKaHbe,
W 13 TpaBsbl BbINPbIrHY Tpesop.

B wrpoko pa3smHyTolM nacTm xaba mMarko mepuan AnaTbipb.
Korpa BopoTa Xorsaptca OXBaTua0 njams, Bbl3BAaHHOE
3aknuHaHueMm Jlioumyca, TpeBop, BCe BPeMS Mpbirasimi
3a [lpako, c nepenyry 6pocunca He Hasap, a Bnepepj
M COBEpPLUEHHO CNyYalHO OKas3aJiCa Ha Kpat SMbl, B KOTOpPOW
cngen ®uny. U koraa ctapyk BbIpOHW/T KaMeHb, TOT ynasn npsiMo
B pacKpbITbii OT yaAuBneHusa poT nwbonbiTHOro xaba,
npuTameLLErocs B Tpase.

— Apryc! — Muccnc Hoppuc 6pocunacb K XO3SUHY. —
YMonsio, NpocTo BO3bMU KaMeHb B PyKN — 1 BCE!

duny NpOTAHYN APOXKaLLYIO PYKY, U TPeBOp BbIN/OHY eMy
B NlaflOHb 3MeVHbI KaMEHb, KOTOPbIN Cpa3y Xe SipKOo 3aCBETUIICH
W3HYTPW TEMN/bIM albiM CBETOM.

— Ckopee! — notoponuna Muccmuc Hoppuc. — Apryc,
ckopee xel!

— MeTtTurpio! — psaBkHyn HaBepxy Bongemopt. — MNanouky!

— [-pa, mown Jlopa, — nocnewHo npobopMoTan TOT.

— ABaga kepaspa!

W 3eneHas BCnbIWwKa NOHeCnack B CTOPOHY Jlioumyca Mandos.

— Apryc, Hy xe! — kpukHyna Muccuc Hoppwuc.

MopocnesBwmnin Knblk noBko yxsaTtun ®dunya 3a WNBOPOT
W OAHVM MOLLHbIM PbIBKOM BbITalwma 13 ero yb6exwwa. CnoBHO
BO CHe, CTapuk 6bpocusncs Brnepes, 3aropoams cobown Jlrounyca
W BbITAHYB nepes cobol pyKy C KaMHEM. 3aK/MHaHne yaapuioch
O rpaHEeHy MOBEPXHOCTb W... MOracao C MeNOAUYHBIM 3BOHOM.
3aTto AnaTtblpb 3aceBeTuncs ewé sapye. OH BCE pasropancs
W pasropancs... u BOT U3 ero rnybuH BbipBanacb anas crpena
n yaapuna npsaMmo B BongemopTta. TeMHbi Jlopa BCKPUKHYN
W ynan B Tpasy.

Heckonbko 6eCKOHEeYHO A[O0ATMX MWUHYT HUYero
He npoucxoausio, NOTOM Teno BonaemopTa M30rHynocb

B XXECTOKOM cypopore... ewé pas... ewé... n... OrpomMHbIN,
noTpsicaloLenl KpacoTbl 3MeN C N3yMpyaAHO-3e/1eHON Jellyen,
NOAHSAN rONOBY N OrNSAEN OKPYXaoLWNX HUYEro HE NMOHMMAIOLWNM
B3rNs40M.

— Y70 Npon3oWwno? — pacTepsHHO NPOLIUMEN OH.

K HeMy yxe cnewwnna HarmHu.

— HarnHn? — 3melt HegoyMeHHO B3rNsHy Ha Heé. — Haruuu,
51 KaKk-TO CTpaHHO cebs 4yBCTBYIO... [loueMy BCE BOKpYyr Takoe
6onbwoe? MNouyemMy HebO Tak BbICOKO, a 3eMNs Tak 651M3K0?

— Bcé xopowo, ToM, — ycnokauBaiwlwe npowunena
HaruvHu. — Tenepb BCé 6yaeTt xopoLlo.

— Y710 CO MHOWM cny4yunocb? — cnpocun 6eiBWMIA Jlopa
BonaemopT 1 nonbiTanca paccMoTpeTb cebsa. — A cTtan 3meen?!
HeT, aTOro He MoxeT 6bITb!

OH NpPUHANCSA KPYXMUTb MO TpaBe, WWNSA pas3/iMyHble
3aK/IMHaHWS, HO HU OAHO U3 HUX HEe AeNCTBOBaso.

— HeTt! Het! HeT! — BongemopT nonbiTancs NoAHATbLCS,
HO 6eccunbHO pyxHyn B TpaBy, MOTOMY 4UTO Tenepb y Hero
He 6b110 Hor. — MeHsa nobeannu, — CToHan oH, — pacronTanu!
YHuznnu! U k1o?! XXankmii ckBub 1 Kyuka HUKYEMHbIX XMBOTHbIX!
MeHsa, camoro Jlopaga BongemopTta! B oTyasHuUM OH xoTen
NPUKPbITb r1a3a PyKoln, HO PyK Y HEro Toxe He 6b1n10. TonbKo
XBOCT. He npuKpbIBaTb Xe rnasa xBoCTOM.

— Yiigem otcroga, ToM, — BKpagumBo npowmnena HarmHm, —
o1y 6uTBy Tbi Npourpan. Bce koH4yeHo. Tebe 3paeck 6onblie
Heyero Aenatb. Yiaem B 3anpeTHbin Jlec Tam xaeT Hac 6onbLuas
YIOTHas Hopa, KOTOPY0 S MpUroToBuna.

— Aa, — otBeTun Bonaemopt, 6€CCMbICNIEHHbIM B3rNs40M
06B0AS OKpyXKatollee NpoCTpaHCTBO, — ynaeM oTcroaa.

Mocne cToNb CMNBHOrO NOTPSACEHUS, OH HUKAK HE MOI NMPUNTH
B cebs, n HarmHm nocnewmnna BoCnoNbL30BaTbCA 3TUM.

[Be 3Men HecnbIWHO 3aCKOMb3UAM NO TpaBe B CTOPOHY 3a-
npeTHoro Jleca.

— Hapo 6yaet npocneantb, 4Tobbl MepmunoHa, Mappw 1 PoH
He 3abupanucb panblie onywkn, — nposopyan cebe noa Hoc
Koconancyc, 3aayMumBO rnsas um Bcned. — Ha BCskmi cnydan.

% Xk Xk

[JencreutensbHo, BCe 6bI/1I0 KOHYEHO. Buasa, 4to npomsowno
Cc ux npeagsoantenem, Moxumpatenn CMepTn B NaHuke
pasberanncb B pa3Hble CTOPOHbI.

Ddurny NpoJomKan CKMMaTb B PyKaxX 3MENHbIN KaMeHb, KOTOPbIN
MeTan BOKPYF OrHeHHble cTpenbl. CTapuk 6onbluie He Tpsaccs
oT cTpaxa. OH TBepAO CTOS/ Ha HOorax M, Ka3anocCb, Aaxe
ropbuTbcsa ctan meHblie. Ceable BONOChI pa3BeBanvcb Ha BETPY,
rnasa ropenu xaxaon nobeabl. Bnepsbie B XW3HU Duny
YyBCTBOBaN cebs 4enoBeKOM.

Te Moxwunpatenn CMepTn, KOTOPbIE HE YCMeBanun yKpbITbCA
OT BoNWe6GHbIX CTpen, OAMH 3@ APYrMM NpeBpaLLanmch B KpbIC,
Mbilen, narywek v 3men. HekoTopble, NpaBaa, CTaHOBUINUCH
6enkamum, KponnmkaMmm n xopbkamu. AnaTbipb eLé Kakoe-To BpeMms
NpOAONXKaN MArKO CBETUTbCA B pykax dunuva, a noToM BAPYr
paccbinasncs ariMasHom MNblblo.

— Hy, kaxeTcs, KoHel CBeTa CHOBa OTKNaAblBaeTcs
Ha HeonpeaeneHHoe BpeMs, — MAykHyn Koconancyc
n ornsgencs.

MATb NAK WeCTb KPYMNHbIX CEPbIX KPbIC, CO6paBLUINCL BMECTe,
Kak 6yaTto uto-To obcyxaanun. Koconancycy ogHOro B3rnsaa
6b110 4OCTaTOYHO, YTOObI ONpeaennTb, YTO 3TO He MPOCTO KPbICh,
a 6biBme MoxwupaTtenu CMepTtun. B rnybuHe aywmn Koconancyca
NMPOCHYNCA OXOTHWMYMWA as3apT. OH npucen Ha 3agHWUX nanax,
CMPYXUHWACS M NPbIrHY/, CBa/IMBLUNCh CBEPXY Ha CTalKy CepbiX
rpbi3yHOB. KpbiCbl B y>Xace MOPCKHY/W B pa3Hble CTOPOHbLI.
Koconancyc npuxnionHyn nanowv oAHYy M3 HUX U C yTPOBHbIM
ypyaHmeM noatsaHyn k cebe nobnuxe. Kpbica okasanacbh TO/ICTON
M Ha peakocTb ob6nesnon. OHa Tpsiciiack OT cTpaxa. Kot obHioxan
eé n ckopumn 6pesrnuByo rpumacy:

— @y, MNetTurpto! Onatb Tol!

— lMo-no-noxanyncra, He ybnBanTe MeHs, rocnoAuH KOT, —
c Monbbor nponuwan MeTTurpro. — S BCTaHy Ha CTOPOHY aobpa!
51 obewwato ncnpaeutbes!

— YT0-TO A B 3TOM COMHEBAKCb, — MNpPe3puUTeNbHO MObIPKHY
Koconancyc n nepeBepHyn ero fanon. — XoTs Tbl Bceraa 6bin
KyZAa nydllen KpbiCOM, YeM YeN0BEKOM. DTO BCE NMPU3HaoT.

Moa BMAOM KpbICbl cnyra BongemopTta gonroe BpeMs Xun
y PoHa, koTopbii paxe He nogo3peBan 06 UCTUHHOM
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MPOUCXOXAEHUM CBOEr0 NMUTOMLA. HO XXMBOTHBIX 0O6MaHyTb HE Tak
nerko, Kak nitogen. Kak aTon Houbto nnawm n Macku Moxuparenemn
CMepTn He CKpbIIM OT NepHaTbiIX M MOXHATbIX 3aLMTHUKOB
XoreapTca UX UCTUHHbIE NMLQA, TaK U KPbICUHbIM BUA MeTTurpto
B CBOE BpeMsl He cMor cbuTtb € Tonky Koconancyca. Yenosek,
CKpbIBAKOLWWNACA NOA BMAOM KpbICbl, CUJIbHO HE MOHPAaBUICS
MpOHULIATENBHOMY KOTY, M C MEPBOr0 CBOEro AHs B XoreapTce
Koconancyc Hayan Ha Hero HacTosLy 0XOoTy. Heckonbko pa3s
€My MOoYTU BE3/10, HO B NOCNeAHUIA MOMEHT POH yMyApsncs Nnpuatu
Ha BbIPYy4YKy cBoeMy obnesnomy «nutomuy». He TO, uTOb6bI
Koconancyc xoten Ttorga cbectb [letTurpio. Bpp, KOoTy paxe
rnoAyMaTb O Takol nepcnekTnse 6bis10 MPOTUBHO, BEAb OH 3Hasl,
YTO MO 3BEPUHOWN LWKYPOW CKPbIBAETCH 4YesiOBEK, HO BOT
«MOrOBOPUTbL MO AylaM» OH 6bis1 He Npoyb. U BOT Tenepb OHM
BCTPETU/INCb CHOBA.

— Bbl He cTaHeTe MeHs eCTb, ro-rocnoAuH KOT? — MUCKHYJ
HecyacTHbIn [MeTTurpio.

— Bbina 661 0xoTa, — ckpuBuicsa Koconancyc. — U Boobue,
kakon a Tebe rocnoanH?! Tl yero, 6€3 noaxannmaxa soobuie
XUTb HE MOXeLUb?

— [O-pa, — cHoBa NUCKHYN MNeTTurpo, — TO eCTb H-HeT... T-
TO eCTb...

— A noHsan, — HeTepnenmso MAYKHyn Koconancyc. — Thl
MOXelb ybupaTbCa Ha BCE 4YeTbipe CTOPOHbI, XOTH s Tebe
HaCTOATENbHO COBETYK He coBaTbCA B 3anpeTHbIn Jlec.
Y BongemopTa cenydac nioxoe HaCTpoeHne, a 3Meu, 3Haellb n,
efsaT KpbIC... — Koconancyc npunoAHsn sany v, BTASHYB KOITH,
JIeroHbKO NoATONKHYN MNeTTurpro. — Ybuparics otcioaa, utob ayxy
TBOEro 34ecb He 6b110!

Kpbica elue 60nbLue 3aapoxana oT CTpaxa, MMCKHYA 1 NoCrewwHo
3axpomana npoub. MNpaBas nepeaHsas nanay Hee 6bina 3Ha4YMTeNbHO
KOpO4e OCTasibHbIX — HarnoMmMHaHME O TOM, YTo MNeTTurpro oTaan cBo
KUCTb paav BockpelleHus Bonagemopta. Ceepkarolas cepebpsiHas
pyKa, KOTOpoW Harpaawn ero TeMHbin Jlopa, ucuesna 6e3 cneaa,
korga B MNeTTurpto nonana sonwebHas crpena.

Koconancyc nposoxan B3rns4AoM MasieHbKy CropbmBLLYyrOCS
KPbICY, TAKYK HECYACTHYIO, MPUXPaMbIBalOLLYO Ha OAHY fany.
CoBepLIeHHO He K MeCTy €My BCMOMHWIIOCb, YTO BOT TaKxe
COBCEM HefaBHO OH CMOTpen BCnes npuxpambiBatowen Muccuc
Hoppuc, KoTopylo nobwunn Manb4UuMLIKKU, U OCTpas XanocCTb
LweBenbHynacb B 6naropoaHon aylwe Koconancyca.

— 21, MNeTTurpto, CcToW! — KPUKHYN OH BAOFOHKY
yAansaoLencs Kpbice.

Ta B34pOrHysa u ocTaHoBUIaCh.

— Mpuxoan 3aBTpa BeYEpOM MOC/E YXWHA Ha 3TO Xe
MECTO, — YXMbIISSCb B YCbl, MykHyn Koconancyc, — s 1ebs
KyAa-HMbyab NpuUCTpOlo.

— Cnacubo, rocnoamH KoT, — obpagosancs NeTrurpio.

— A ceinivac uam, uam, He pasgpaxan MeHs.

Koconancyc 3agymancs, Kakas-To uaes BO3HWKIA B ero
rosioBe, OH XMbIKHY 1 npobopmoTan:

— [a, noxanywn, n3 3Toro AO/XHO YTO-HNOYAb NOAYYUTBLCS.

Pspnom 6ecluyMHo onycTunach Xeasura v 03aa4eHHo yxHyna:

— Hapo xe, HarnHu He npeaynpeawnna Hac, 4to BonaemopTt
rNpeBpaTUTCS B 3MEI0, XOTS MEHS 3TO, €CIN YECTHO, HU Karnesibku
He yauenseT. OH Bceraa 6bii1 60sblue 3Mee, YeM YENTOBEKOM...
Kak MeTTturpwo — KpbICOW, — OHa MNoMon4yasna v 3a4yM4yuBo
pobaBuna. — 3TOT KaMeHb — AnaTblpb — XUTpas WTyKa.
MpeBpaliaeT NOAEN B TO, YEM OHN HA CaMOM Jene ABASKTCS...

— Kak gymaewb, — cnpocun Koconancyc, — 3To 3aknatune
MOXHO CHATb?

— HaBepHoe, kak-HMbyab MOXHO, — yXHysa COBa, — HO
He AyMalo, YTo KTO-TO AOrafaeTcs, KaK 3TO caenatb. B koHue
KOHLIOB, TO, YTO pacckasajsa HaMm HarmHu o 3MeMHOM KaMHe He
HanucaHo HU B O4HOWM KHUXKE, TaK YTO, — BeCeso 3aKoH4YMNa
OHa, — paxe [epMMOHa He CMOXET HMYero caenathb.

Koconancyc dbIpKHY U NEroHbKO WienHyn XeaBury nanom:

— Ho-HO, nonerye Ha Bupaxax, Xegau!

— K ToMy xe, — HeBOo3MYyTUMO fobaBuna coBa, nonpasnss
B3bepOLUEeHHbIE Nepbs, — A He AyMato, 4To BongemopT cymeet
1n36aBuTbCs OT HarvHm B 6nmkanwem byayuiem. STa 3Mes CBOero
HEe YyMyCTUT...

— YT0 X, TakK ANig Hero gaxe nydywe, — 3aMeTun
Koconancyc, — ToM CTONbKO NIeT cTpajdan oT oanHoyecTBa [axe
Korga oH ctasn TeMHbIM JlopaoM, ero Bce Nuilb 60SIMCb, HO HUKTO
He Ntobun, a 3To OYEHb TAXENO...
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— MoXeT, XO0Tb Tenepb OH CTAHET YYyTO4uKy cyacTIMBee
n 3abyaeT 0 3aBOE€BAHUW MUpa, — 3aAYMUYUBO yXHyna
Xepsura. — HarnHu gencTBuTeNbHO ero nbuT, a 3To HeMano.
Koconancyc cornacHo KnMBHy .

Masa 13

[Opako, no-npexHeMy CTOSBLWMWI Hejfaneko OT BOPOT,
BCTPEBOXXEHHO OrnaAbiBan Nosie HeaaBHero cpaxeHus. Bo Bcen
3TON CyMaToOXe OH MOTepsia U3 BUAYy OTLA M, YTO HE MEHEE BaXKHO,
OH He 3HaJ, 4YTo cnyuunock ¢ [aHon. MocneaHue MNoxupartenu
CMepTu BANO Npbiranu B CTOpoHy 6nmxariwero 6onota. [ae-To,
coBCeM psaoM, oxan duny, BbiroBapMBas CBOEW KOLLKE BCE, YTO
OH ayMaeT o6 3Ton aBaHTOpe Boobuwe n o Muccuc Hoppwuc,
B 4aCTHOCTU. BoKpyr B n306ununv Bansinuce Lenble, 8 B OCHOBHOM,
nepekylweHHble cTapaHnamm Knblka BonwebHble Manoyku.
Ha BocToke anen kpari Heba, HO pOChI eLe TONTbKO-TO/IbKO JIErn
Ha oceHHIol0 Tpasy. C 03epa MOTAHYNO0 NPOXIafon. PykaBom
nuxambl [lpako cTep € Avua caxy M, NornjoTHee 3aKyTaBLUNCh
B CBOW MOPSIAKOM M30A4PaHHbIA M FPA3HBIA Nnaw, OTNPaBWCS
Ha NOWCKM CBOEN COBbl, BPeEMS OT BpeMeHM He 6e3 yA0BONbCTBUS
NHas NONaaaBLUMXCS MOA HOMU KPbIC U NSryLliek. B KoHLe KOHLOB,
He 13-3a HMX /1 ero oTel CTan TeM, KeM OH cTan. CAULLIKOM yX
MHOIO BPEMeHW TpaTtui OH Ha cobpaHus Moxwuparteneni CmepTty.

Opako Hawen [aHy noAa KyCTOM >XMMOJIOCTU, HEU3BECTHO
OTKyAa B3ABWWMCA 34ecb. ManeHbkasa coBa cupena Haj
HEeNnoOABUXHbIM TenoM CBWHPUHCTENS M rOPecTHO yxana. lMpu
nosienieHnn [ipako oHa NulWb YyTb MOBEPHYyna ronosy u cnabo
B3MaxHy/na KpbINbsSMU, HO He ABUHYyNacb C MecTa. [lpako
OMyCTU/ICA Ha KOPTOYKK Nepes 6e3abIXaHHbIM COBEHKOM U B35/
ero Ha pyku. [laHa ¢ Hagex ol NocMoTperna Ha CBOEero Xo3suHa.

— OH npocTto 6e3 co3HaHusa, — ycnokauBaiwlle ckasan
Mnagwwin Mandon, Hawapueas B Tpase Lenyl BOAWE6HYO
nanouyky. — SHepseuT!

CTOMNo 3aKANHaHWUIO KOCHYTbCS CBMHPUHCTENS, Kak TOT
BCKOYMII M 3aLLenKasn KJI0BOM, 03MpasiCb MO CTOPOHaM.

— 'ae BonaemMopTt? — yxHyn oH. — Y70 npousowno?

— Mbl nobeannu! — pagoctHo coobwmna fdasiHupa. —
BuHpwu, Tbl repoi! Tl Apancs, Kak KOpLyH!

CBWHPUHCTENDb TYT Xe pa3ayncs OT ropaoCTU U YyTb-4yTb
He CBanwuJCsa C y3KOW nlagoHn Mandos. OH gaxe He 3ameTun,
Kak [lpako NOBKO NoAXBaTW/ ero u BoABOpWA Ha MecTo. CBUH
NnKoBan, BeAb Tenepb-To JJaHa cO6CTBEHHbIMM rNa3amu BUAEN],
Kak OH coBepwwun noasur. OH, CBUHpPUHCTENb, He nobosncs
HanacTb Ha camoro BongemopTa. A Beab [laHa eule He 3HaeT
0 ToM, Kak CBMHa 4yTb He cbena HaruvHu. Obsa3aTenbHO HaZo
HamekHyTb Koconancycy, 4tobbl OH He 3abbin pacckasaTb [aHe
n npo 370. [lBa noasura nyyuwe, yem oguH. N [laHa cMeno MoxeT
Ha3blBaTb €ro ABaX bl FepoeM.

[locMOTpeB Ha Beceno nepeyxuBarwwmxca cos, [pako
Mandoi ycMexHyncs, a NoToM B340XHY, MOHSB, YTO Celyac B ero
obuiecTBe 34ecb COBCeM He HyxzaatwTcs. OH nocagmn CBuMHaA
Ha TpaBy W pewuTenbHO 3awaran npoyb. JobpaBwuch
[0 3aMKOBOW CTEHbl, OH Ces Ha 3eM/II0 U NMPUCIOHUICSA CNUHOMN
K elwe XpaHUBLUEMY Tena0 OrHA KaMHI, MOATAHYB KOJEHU
kK nogbopoaky u npukpblB rnasa. OH yyBcTBOBan cebs
COBEpPLUEHHO OMYCTOLEHHbIM. BClO CBOKO CO3HaTENIbHYIO XWU3Hb
OH MeuTan o ToM, 4Tobbl oTeu ropauncs uMm. KaxabiM cBouM
C/IOBOM W/IM MOCTYMNKOM OH CTPEMUJICS 3aCNYXUTb YBaXXeHue
n npusHaHue otua. Crpemuncs... Ho 6e3pe3ynbTaTtHo. W BOT,
BrepBble B XN3HU, eMy 6bIN10 CTbIAHO 3a CBOEro oTua. 370 6b110
CTpaHHoe... HenpuaTHoe 4vyBcTBO. Cepaue [pako kak 6yaTo 6bl
oKana Ybsi-TO XON0A4Has 3Nnas pyka, M B HOCY npeaaTesibCKu
3awmnano. Ho HeT, Mandown He nnauyT.

— [pako, — pa3panca BApPYr pPAAOM TUXWWA ronoc,
W 13 NpeayTpeHHEN AbIMKU BbIHbIPHY JTiounyc Mandoi.

— MNpwuBeT, oTeu, — He NOAHWUMANA rONOBbl, OTBETUN
[Opako. — S gyman, Tbl TOXe npeBpaTtuics B xaby.

— Kak Buauwb, HeT, — HaTAHYTO ynbibHyncs Jliounyc. —
MHe ka3anocb, 3T0 AO/KHO Tebs nopasoBaTh.

— S paa, — 6e3pa3nMyHbIM TOHOM Npou3Hec [Jpako

— [lpako, — Tuxo nonpocun JIiounyc, — NOCMOTPU Ha MEHS.

[pako HexoTs noBuHoBancs. Mandor-crapLumii MOA0XW pyKu
Ha nneyn Mandos-mnagwero v, rMaga emy B rnasa, ckasan:

— 51 3Hat0, Tbl MMeeLLb NOMHOE NPaBo MeHs HeHaBuAETb. [Jo cnx
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nop s 6b11 MI0XMM OTLOM, — OH 3aMO/Ya Ha CeKyHAy. — 3T0 6bIn10,
KaK HaBaXxaeHwue. 51 He HaAEHCh, YTO Tbl MPOCTULLL MeHs1, — JTioumyc
CYAOPOXHO CIIOTHY/T, — HO S MpoLy y Teb6s NpoLLeHns.

[onro-gonro, NOYTY LEenyto BeYHOCTb, [Jpako, He OTPbIBAsiChb,
cMoTpen Ha oTua. HakoHel, rybbl ero AporHynu, u oH 6pocuncs
Ha weto Jlrouymycy. JTloumyc 0aAHON pyKow O6HSAN CbiHa 3a nyieyu,
a ApYrou npwxarn ero ronoBy K CBOeW rpyau.

— MpocTn MeHs, CbIHOK, — npowenTasna OH W nouenoBan
[Opako B n06. — Tenepb BCce ByaeT No-ApyroMmy ...

[pako oTkpbIn rnasa. Hukakoro Jlioumyca Mandos He 6bino
M B NOMMHe. Bce 3To0 nAuvwb npurpesmnocb /[Jpako
B NpeApacCcBeTHOM TyMaHe. NpenaTtenbckune cnesbl roToBbl 6b1n
XNbIHYTb M3 ero rnas. Ho HeT, Mandown He nnayvyT.

— [pako, — pa3pancs sapyr paaom TUXuin ronoc, n Jiroumyc
Mandor onycTuncsa Ha Tpony psAaoM C CbIHOM.

— MpuBeT, 0oTey, — He NOAHWUMAN rosI0Bbl, OTBETUN
[Opako. — S gyman, Tbl TOXe npeBpaTtuics B xaby.

— Kak Buauwb, HeT, — HaTAHYTO ynblbHyncs Jlioumyc. —
MHe Ka3asocb, 3TO A0KHO Tebsa nopagoBaTh. [onyyaeTrcs Tak,
4YTO 51 06513@H XKU3HbIO TBOMM TaK Ha3blBAEMbIM ApPY3bsiM.

[lpaKo ropbko yCMexHyJsIcs.

— lo kpavHen Mepe, — ckasas OH, — 5 3Hal0 COBEPLUEHHO
TOYHO, YTO XOTS 6bl OAMH NpeAaHHbIN APYr Y MEHS eCTb, Yero
Henb3s ckasaTtb 0 Tebe, oTel. 3TOT Apyr — MOs coBa, Mos [laHa,
KOTOPYIO Tbl MNbITancsa ybutb, a NOTOM YBEPU/T MEHS B €€ CMepTHU.
3auyeM Tbl 06MaHyn MeHs, oTeul?

— $1 AeiCTBUTENBHO AyMan, 4To ybun 3Ty coBy, — XONOAHO
oTeeTun Jlrounyc.

— 51 Tebe He Bepto, — [pako nokayasn rosioBow.

— TBoe npaBo, — JIloUNYC paBHOAYLUHO NOXan naeyamm, —
Ho noaymawm cam, ecnu 6bl 9 3Has, YTO OHa XMBa, A 6bl Hawen
ee. Tem 6bonee, nocne Toro, Kak OHa YyTb HE U3ypoaoBasna MeHs.

BoT Tenepb [dpako emy nosepun. OTeu Hukorga
He OCTaHaBMMBAaACA Ha MOAMNYTU W, HECOMHEHHO, Hawen 6bl
OasHunpy, ecnu 6bl He 6bin yBepeH, 4To ybun ee. [pako
Henpown3BoJbHO ynblbHyNcs. Kaszanock 6bl, oTel He ckasan eMy
HMyero xopowero, n [ipako NpekpacHO MOHMMan, 4YTO TONbKO
yyaom [asHupa octanacb xwusa. OTeu He nowaaun 6bl ee,
ecnun 6bl B3gyman mckaTtb. Ho [lpako ucnbiTan 4yBCTBO
obneryeHns, NOHAB, YTO OTEL, HE Jirasl MY YMbILSIEHHO.

— [onxeH npusHaTb, — 3ameTun Jlloumyc, — 4to Yy Tebs,
OKa3blBAETCS, €CTb XapakTep. Tbl Ben cebs A0BOMBHO CMeNo, —
OH HEMHOIO NOMOJIYaN N pasapaxKeHHo A06aBw, — XOTSA U ryno.
OanHo 3 npaBun MandoeB rnacuT, 4To noasepratb cebs
Heo60CHOBaHHOW OMAaCHOCTU HE CTOUT. Tbl HAPYLUW/ 3TO NPaBWIO...

— lMpocTto g ncnyrancs 3a Tebs, otel, — MpayvyHo nepebun
ero Apako. — [letn, kak 6bl 3TO HM Ka3anocb Tebe CTpaHHbIM,
BCerga BOJIHYKTCH 3@ CBOMX poAUTENEl, NOTOMY YTO N6AT nx.
Ho Tebe, KOHEYHO, 3TO U B rOIOBY HE MPUXOAUIIO.

Jlloumyc noyyBCTBOBaN, Kak ero cepAaue 3anofiHuia yxe
CTaBLlUas NpPUBbIYHOW MyCTOTa, U BAPYT NMOHSA, YTO HUKAKOE 3TO
He NpPOKNATWE, HacnaHHoe Ha Hero Hepobpoxenartenamu,
a 06bI4HOe YenoBeyeckoe YyBCTBO. Kak e ero Ha3blBatoT /104w,
XUBYLUME BHE CTeH MMeHua? CoBeCTb, KaxeTcsa? TO/IbKO 3TOro
eMy He xBaTano. JIlounyC NocneLwHO CKpbIl CBOM YyBCTBa Noj
Mackon xonoaHoro pasHoayuwus. OH 6bl nepectan 6bITb
Mandoem, ecnu 661 X0Tb YeM-TO Bblaan cebs.

— MHe nopa, — nocnewHo MOAHSANCA OH C 3eMNN. —
Hapumcca cerogHs ¢ camoro ytpa mecta cebe He HaxoauT, XOTS
S 1 He NOCBsILLan ee B CBOM MNJaHbl

[pako noxan naeyamm U HUYEero He ckasasn. BoT onsaTb oHM
C OTLOM ApYr Apyra He noHanu. OH 3anpoKWHY rosioBy K Heby,
4TObbl HEe AaTb NPOANTLCA HENpOLWeEeHHbIM crne3aM. Jliounyc
B3r/IHYN Ha CbiHA 1 fobasun:

— MNocTaparica Bce-Taku Bnpeab 6biTb OCTOpOXHee. MHe
6yaet 60nbHO, ecnu ¢ TO60M UTO-HMOYAb CYUYUTCS.

[pako He noBepwua CBOUM yLlaM 1 NOCMOTpen Ha Jliounyca.
W TyT eMy nokasanoce... Ho HeT, A0/MKHO BbIThb, 3TO BOCXoAsiLee
conHue 6necHyno B rnasax ero ortua.

— Mandown He nnayvyT, — pe3ko 6pocun JTioumyC 1 OTBEPHYCS.

— $ BUXY, — He cTan cnoputb Jpako.
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Mwucecnc Hoppuc cuaena nepep Ounyem 1 Kpaem yxa cnyluana

6po3xaHne crapuka, nornsabiBas npyv 3ToM No cTopoHaMm. OHa
Buaena, kak Koconancyc roHsn no TpaBe KpbIC, U A0 HEé aaxe
aonetenu obpbiBKK pa3rosopa koTa ¢ MNetturpro. Mucecuc Hoppuc
MOrna ToNbKO BOCXMLLATLCS 6naropoacTeoMm Koconancyca, KoTopbli
rotoB 6bI1 npocTuTb MoxupaTtens CMepTU U NpUBECTU €ro
B XOrBapTcC, CTOM/O0 eMy yb6eamTbes, 4To Bpar 60/1bLuUe HEe OnaceH.

«HeT, 9 6bl Tak He cMorna», — rpycTHO AyMana oHa, 3abbiBas
0 TOM, YTO CaMa K30 AHSA B AeHb MpOLLAET YYeHMKOB XOreapTca,
[AaXe He nony4as nx n3BMHeHun. KoHeuHo, TeM xe dpeay v [hxopaxy
Y13nu, KOTopble NPOCTO HE MOMyT CMOKOMHO MPOAT MUMO APEMSTIOLLIEN
Ha COMHLE KOLLUKMK, YTObbl He NHYTb ee, Aaneko Ao lNoxwuparenen
CmepTH, Ho Bce Xe... OgHako certyac Muccmc Hoppuc ncKpeHHe
BOCXMLL@NAack KoconancycoMm, He aymas npu 3ToM o cebe.

— Muccuc Hoppuc, Tbl MEHS Crylwaelwb? — HECKOJIbKO
pa3ApaXXeHHO mnouHTepecoBancsa @Pua4y, 3anNHYBLWMUCH
Ha nNonycnose.

— Msay, — NpuUMUpUTENbLHO OTBETUMA KOLWKA W B3rnsHyna
Ha X035MHa.

— [la yero yx TaMm, — B3[40XHY/1 CTapuK, — BCE S NMOHMMaI0.
Cam o cux nop B cebs npnaTtn He Mory... Nocnywan-ka, — oH
HaKJIOHU/ICS MOYTU K CaMOMY KOLU@4YybeMy YXy U CPbIBAKOLLMMCS
LIEernoToOM cnpocuin. — 1 AeNCTBUMTENbHO TONLKO YTO nobeaun
BonaemopTa... MM MHe BCe 3TO MPUCHUIOCH?

— Mqay, — pewuTenbHO ckas3ana Mwuccuc Hoppwuc
W 3anpbirHyna Ha KOSTIEHU K XO35UHY.

— Hy, TbI-TO BO MHE HWKOIrAa He COMHEeBanacb, — XMbIKHY/
duny 1 nornaann MypriblyyLLYHO KOLLKY MO rofoBe.

3anpoKnHyB ron0BYy, CTapuMK MOCMOTPEN Ha po30OBeBLUee
yTpeHHee Hebo n ynbibHyncs. CerogHs oH 6b11 NOYTHM CHACTIMB.

C pasHbIX KOHUOB «nons 6o0a» Kk ®uavy noAaTArMBanvchb
OCTasibHbl€ YYaCTHUKU BENTMKON BUTBBI.

— O yeM 3TO, MWHTEpPeCHO, pa3MeyTancsd Haw
«rfaBHOKOMaHAyWmi»? — nposopyan Knbik 1 ynercsa npsiMmo
B Mbl/1b, MOMOXMB rO/IOBY Ha nanbl. — MOXeT, eLue ¢ keM-Hnbyab
CpasuTbCs XoueT?

— [a napHo Tebe, — nobpoayHo dbipkHyn Koconancyc, —
Hall CTapuk Mosogel...

— DN, Bbl He BuAenn BuHpun v [aHy? — B3BOJIHOBAHHO
cnpocuna ux XepBura, OMNyckascCb Ha TpaBy. — $ nmoBcloay
nx my. XoTb 6bl C HUIMW HUYErO HE CNYYNNIOCh.

— BuHpM He nponageT, — ycCnoKauvBawlie YyXHYn
NpU3eMIMBLUMIACS PSAOM C HEN Dppon. — Ycnokorcs, Xeaaum,
1 YBEPEH, C HUMW BCE B MNOpsaKe.

— Hy Aa, — kuBHyn KnbIK, — BOH OHW. JIErkn Ha rnoMuHe...

— Fpe? — BcTpeneHynack Xeasura, U TyT Xe el Ha rosIoBy
CBaNNICA HEBO3MOXHO CHACTNMBbIN CBUHPUHCTENb.

[aHa akkypaTHO 060rHynia Oppona 1 CKpOMHO cerna B CTOPOHKeE.

— BuHpwu! Tbl xunB! — BocknnkHyna Xeasura n obHana ero
KpbInbAMKW. — S Tak BONHOBanack 3a tebs!

— XwuB! — papoctHOo noaTBepaun CeuH. — U paxe
coBeplueHHo 3g0pos! MHe nomor [pako.

— BuHpW, — HaxMypwunacbe XeaBura, — Tbl AENCTBUTENBHO
300p0oB? Tbl He ywmnb ronosy? C 4yero 661 310 [pako Mandon
cTan noMmoraTb coBe PoHa Yunanu?

— TeM He MeHee, 3TO Tak, XeaBura, crpocu y laHbl, ecnun
He Bepullb MHe.

Xensura BONPOCUTENBHO B3rNsHYyNa Ha JasHupy, u Ta el 060
BCEM pacckasarna. HenpusisHb, KOTOPYIO NonsipHas coBa noHadvany
ucnbiTeiBana kK nogpyre CBUMHPUHCTENS, yXe AaBHO ylwna
U3 ee cepaua, pacTBOPMBLUMCL B CyMaTtoxe MOCAeAHUX AHEWN.
A yX Tenepb 1 NoAaBHO. XeABura N1ackoBo BOCK/IMKHYNA:

— [AaHa! Nan xe ckopein ko MHe! Jan g Tebs o6Humy!

[aHa c papocTbio 6pocunacek Kk XeaBure, u Ta, HaKpbIB
KpblNbAMU ABYX COBST, Cpa3y cTajla noxoxa Ha Haceaky
C ubInasTamm.

— Xensura, a Beab Npasaa, BuHpu repoin?! OH He nobosncs
cpa3uTbcsa € camuMm BongemopToMm, — cnpocunia JdasHupa,
6necTawmmMm rnasamMmm rnaaa Ha coBy.

— lMpaBpa, — oTBeTUN 3a XeaBury Dppon, — 5 Xe roBopun,
YTO 3TOT COBEHOK eLle cebsa nokaxer.

— lepown, repoii, — pasganocb BAPYr psSiAOM HEAOBOJIbHOE
KBaKaHbe, W 13 TpaBbl BbIrNAHYN TpesBop. — HacToawwui
report — 370 A!

Xepsura CTporo NoCMoTpersna Ha Hero:

— TpeBop! Tbl BCe ewe 3aecb? Beab Tbl 4@aBHO yXe AOSKEH
6bITb B CBOEM akBapuyme.
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MAKC «KOT BEICA_1, COBA 1ETEC1A>»

TpeBOop nNpaBuNbHO pacueHus, 4YTo eMy nydwe
He MoKa3blBaTbCs HUKOMY Ha rna3a. [1o3ToMy-TO OH W npsTancs
B Tpase. Ho BOT He yTepnen, BbICYHY/ICSl, NOTOMY YTO €ro NpsiMo-
TaKu pacnupasno oT HecnpaBeAIMBOCTY.

— OnATb BOCNUTbIBAETE? — KBAKHYJ/1 OH O6UXEHHO. — BuHpK
repori, BuHpu Ttakon, BuHpwu cskon... A 9? [a ecnm 6bl He 1,
elle Hen3BecTHO, YeM Hbl BCe KOHUYMNOCL. KTO Halwen KameHb
B TpaBe? Kto ero ®unuy nogan? To-TO U OHO... A KTO KaMeHb
cnac, ToT u Bongemopta nobeaun. Passe He Tak? — n Tpesop
pas3ayncs oT ropaocTy.

O TOM, YTO OH OKa3asncs B caMoW ryue cobbITUin Co cTpaxy,
XUTPbIN xab npegnoyen ymonyarsb.

Koconancyc ¢bipkHyn, Xeasura B3AoXHyna, a Knblk
HaCMeLNMBO NporaBKan:

— Benuka 3acnyra! TBoero repovicTea XBaTwso TONIbKO Ha TO,
4TO6bl BOBPEMS POT OTKPbITb.

— Tbl Monogeu, TpeBop, — 3acTtynunacb 3a xaba
crnpaseanvBas Xeasura, — Tbl Ben cebs 0TBaXHO, HE pacTepsics
1 BCEM HaM o4veHb nomor. be3s Tebsa Mbl 6bl HE cnpaBUANCH.

TpeBop pa3ayrncs eule 6onbLuie.

— A ceniyac, — npopgosnkana Xeasura, — 6yab nobp,
oTnpasnanca B rpudduHaopckyto bawHio, noka Hesunn
He NpocHyncsa. Henb3s xe 6e3 KOHUa BonHoBaThb pebeHka, —
1 NMOHM3MB rosIoc, oHa nposopyana cebe noa Hoc. — U 3a yTo
pebeHKy Takoe Haka3aHue?

TpeBOp NOCTENEHHO Havan yMeHbLLaTbCA B pa3mepax 1, cyas
no BCeMy, HamepeBancsa Kak-Hubyab He3aMeTHO CHOBaA
cnpsATaTbCcs B TpaBe. HO TyT HEOXWAAHHO BOCXOASLLEE COMTHLE
3aC/I0HUNA TEMHAs TEHb, U Ha 3E€MJTH0 OMYCTUIICS KOBEP-CaMOJeT,
Ha KoTopoMm Bocceaan Aambnaop.

— YamBuTenbHO BOBpeMsi, — npobypyan, NoaHSAB rososy,
Knblk. — C TakMM e yCnexoM OH MO BEpHYTbCS U B Cieaytowem
rogy

— TpeBop, — HanoMHuna Xeaswura HeEyroMOHHOMY Xaby,
KOTOPbIV YXXe nepeayMan npsATaTbCs, a cobpancs pe3so npbiratb
HaBCTpeuy anpekTopy. — Mapuw gomoun! N HemeaneHHo!

— Hy yX HeT, — ynpsiMo KBakHy”n xab, — MOXeT, y Bac TyT
6e3 MeHs caMoe MHTepecHoe HauvHeTcs. A g 6yay B akBapuymMme
cnpeTb? Hu 3a yto!

— Hy, uTOo 3a Haka3aHue! — paccepaunacb coBa WU,
MOBEPHYBLWWNCb K CMAEBLIEMY PAAOM (DUAINHY, PELUNTENbHO
ckasana. — dppon!

TOT NOHAN €e C NoyC/oBa 1, OCTOPOXHO NOAXBATMB KOrTSAMM
ynupasLllerocs BCEMU YeTblpbMSA KOHEYHOCTAMW Tpesopa,
noneTten B CTOPOHY 3aMka. loxoxe, nogobHbIM cnocob
TpaHCNOPTUPOBKKN Xaba nMocTeneHHO CTaHOBWJCH OAHOWN
M3 XOrBapTCKMX TpagauLMN.

Nambnpop cowen Ha 3eMnto 1, NpunogHaBe 6poBu, ornsaencs
Mo CTOpOHaM.

— $ TonbKO uTO U3 Nepcumn OT MOero CTaporo Apyra, KoTopbii
caenan MHe BENUKOJENHbIA NoAapok, — ckasan oH dunuy
M KMBHYN Ha KoBep. — 5 He MOor oTKa3aTtb cebe B yA0BOLCTBUM
HemeaneHHo ncnpoboeatk ero. KauecTBo OTMEHHOE, CKaxy S BaM,
rnpekpacHasi CKOpoCTb U... Aii!

Oambnaop Bapyr NOANPbLIrHY HA8 MECTe OT HEOXMAAHHOCTH
1 6011, NOTOMY UTO HEGOMbLLIOW KUPMUYHO-PbIXKUA CKOPTMUOH C
pa3Maxy BOH3U B HOIy AMPEKTOpa CBOE Xaso.

3Bepu M NTULbI MOCMELHO WAaPaxHYANUCb B CTOPOHY. OHu,
KOHEYHO, MPEeKpacHO MOHMManu, 4YTO WM He CTpalleH YyKycC
CKOPMWOHAa, KOTOPbIA MOXeT ybuTb pa3Be UTO COBCEM MENKUX
3BEPbKOB, HO MPOBEPATb 3TO TeOpeTMYEeCKOoe MON0XeHne
Ha NpaKTUKe HUKOMY He XOTeNoChb.

— CnaBa 6ory, uto TpeBop yXe faneko 0TCioAa, — HEPBHO
yxHyna Xeasura. — 3a ero 6e3onacHoCTb 5 He Morna 6ol
MOPYYUTHLCH... XOTH MEIKMM €ro, KOHeYHO, TPyAHO Ha3BaTb.

— He nonmMy, k10 6b1 3TO MOT 6bITb, — KIbIK NPUHIOXANCs, HO
MOAOWMTM M MNO3HAKOMUTLCS CO CKOPNMOHOM MOBMXKE He peLunncs.

Oambnaop HakMOHWACS M CTan pactupaTb Hory, 6opmouya
KakKne-TO C/IOXHble 3akKAuHaHusa, 4Tobbl nobbicTpee
HeWTpann3oBaTb 4 U CHATb MFHOBEHHO BO3HWUKLWUNA OTEK,
a CKOPMNMOH CHOBA 3aMaxHYJ1Cs XBOCTOM, HAMepeBasiCb BTOPUYHO
BOCMOJIb30BaTbCS CBOMM >KasioM.

— DI, APYXOK! — BOCK/IMKHYN BonwebHUK, noaxeBaTus
CKaHAanucTta AByMs nanbuamum nog 6powko. — Tak He nongeT!
Oa v Boobwe, oTkyaa Tbl TyT B3ancsa? Bpoae 661 B AHMIuM
CKOPMUOHbI HE BOAATCS?!
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[npeKTop NpUHSANCA BHUMATENbHO pasrnsabiBaTb CBON Tpoden,
KOTOPbIN NPOAOMKAN MPO3HO pa3MaxmBaTb XBOCTOM, HO AOTAHYTbCS
Ao [Jambnaopa, 4tobbl yXkanuTb, CKOPNMOHY He yAaBanochb.

— Moroaun-ka, noroan-ka, — BOJAWEOBHMK HaxXMypuacs
W NonpaBu/l HA HOCY CBOW 3HaMEHUTbIE 04YKU. — YTO Xe 3TO
nony4yaetca? MakHenp?! Manay us MuHncrepcrea Marun?! Tot
cambii MakHenp, KOTOpbIN 3aHMMAnNCcsa YHUUYTOXeHneM ocobo
onacHbIX BONLWEDOHbIX TBapen 1 NonyTHO COCTOAN Ha cnyxbe
y BongemopTa?! Kak 3TOo Bac yropasauio HacTOJIbKO
WU3MEHUTLCS, CIP?

CKOpPMNMOH, eCTeCTBEHHO, HUYero He OTBETWUN U NULb
NpOAOIKAN YrpoXarlle pa3MaxmBaTb XBOCTOM.

— Tenepsb BCce ACHO, — cka3an Knblk, — 3TO NPOCTO eLle oanH
n3 Moxwupatenen Cmeptu... A Aambngop-To He aypak! Hapo xe,
CyMen pasrnsageTb B 3TOM XBOCTaTOM UyOBULLE Yesl0BeKa.

— CKONbKO TYT elle BOKpYr 3TUX 4YesoBekos beraet, —
dbipkHYn Koconancyc. — lMpaBaa, Tenepb OHW NOTEPSN CBOKO
arpeccuBHOCTb.

— Hy, a y aTtoro, kak ero, MakHenpa, BuaHo, npupoaa
Takas, — 3ameTuna Xegsura. — HMKak He XoueT npu3HaTb CBOE
nopaxeHune. XopoLlo eLle, YTO YKYC CKOPNMOHa He onaceH Ans
yesioBeKa, XOTS U HEMpUATEH, KOHEYHO ...

Tem BpemeHeM, [lamb6140p U3BneKk U3 CKIafoK CBOEN MaHTUM
HebOoNbLUYIO CKNSHKY C KPbILLKOW 1, MOCaAMB TyAa BO3MYLLEHHOIO
MakHewnpa, ybpan ee obpaTHO B KapMaH.

— MNocman noka 3aecb, APYXOK, — A06poAYyLIHO cKasan
BoNWeE6HMK, — NOTOM Npuaymato, Kak ¢ To6on 6biTb.

OH ewe pas, yxe 6onee BHMMaTeNnbHO OrnsAencs, NogHSaN
C 3eM/11 NOJSIOBMHY BOMLWEBHOW Nanoyvku, NoBepTesn ee B pykax
M BOMPOCUTENBHO B3MNAHY HA Ounya:

— Apryc, Tbl He NPOCBETULLb MEHS Ha NPEeAMET TOro, YTO 34eChb
npousowwno? Cyaa no ToMy, 4To oauH 13 MNoxupaTtenen CMepTy,
NpeBpaTUBLUNNCS B CKOPMMOHA, TO/IbKO YTO HaMnas Ha MeHs, CMeto
npearnosioXXuTb, 4YTo TyT He obownock 6e3 Bongemopra... S
npas? — MyZApble rnasa BoswebHnKa NpoHULaTENbHO CMOTPEnU
Ha ®unya n3-noj 04KoB. — TaK YTO Xe 34eCb C/TyUYMN0Ch?

— Huuyero ocobeHHoro, aupekTtop, — ®Ouny, KpaxTs,
NOAHSANCA HaA HOMM M cnerka nokaoHuncsa. — lpocTto
Ha TeppuTOopuM XOoreapTca CKOMUIOCh C/IMLIKOM MHOMO rpsi3u,
W S... N Mbl... — CTapuK NOKOCWU/ICA Ha 06CTYNUBLUMX ero 3Bepe
M NTUL, — KaK MOMn, 3Ty rps3b ybpanu.

Oambnpop knBHy. Kasanock, oH Bce noHsan 6e3 ganbHenwmx
06bsACHEHMN.

— Korga-Tto, — ckKasasl OH CMOKOMHO, — § yXe roBopun
Tebe, Apryc, uto He o0b653aTeNbHO 6bITb BONWEOHUKOM, YTOObI
TBOpWUTL 4yyadeca. Ecnu y Tebs pobpoe cepaue, Tbl YecTeH
M CaMOOTBEPXEH, W eCc&in TBOA CMeNoCTb Bcerga c tobon,
TO Tbl MOXELUb AOCTUYb O4YEHb U OYEHb MHOIOTO.

— [a yx, — kawnsaHyn ®uny, NoKOCMBLLNCb Ha CUAEBLUYHO
y Hero B Horax Mwccuc Hoppuc, — MOS CMesioCThb,
AeNCTBUTENbHO, BCerga co MHoi. C Takown CMenocTblo nonpobyin
OCTaTbCsl B CTOPOHE. [laxke eCcnn 1 3axo4ellb, He Noay4nTcs.

Muccunc Hoppuc dbipkHyna, HoO npoMonyana.

— M-pa, — 3ametun [Jambngop, — y Hac, noxoxe, bynert
MHOro paboTbl, — ero B3rfns4 CKO/b3HYJ1 MO ONafeHHON CTeHe
XorsapTtca. — Hapo 6bl npvBecTu 34ecb BCe B NOPAAOK, MoOKa
AETU HE NPOCHYNNCh ...

M TyT OH yBuaen [ipako, BCe elle cnaesllero noj CTeHom,
M noKayasn rosIoBown:

— KaxeTcs, HeKoTopble AeTH eLUé N He NIOXUIINCL CNaTb.

Oambnpop nogowwen K Manb4mKy n, CKIIOHUBLUUCH Hag HUM,
TUXOHbKO MO3Ban:

— [Apako!

Mandoii nogHAM ronoBy v B3rNsSIHY/ B f1a3a AUPEKTOPY.

— [pako! — nostopun ToT. — MNMogHumarics! He Hy>HO cnaeTb
Ha 3eMfie — MOXHO MpoCTyanTbCa. Buxy, uto Tebe ceroaHs
30pOBO A0CTaNoCh, HO Bce 0bpa3yeTcs, NoBepb MHe. A ceilyac
OTNpaBAsANCA B CBOKO KOMHATy M NOCMW XOTb HEMHOrO. [lymato,
3aBTpaK CeroAHs CTOMT NoAaTb HEMHOMO NO3Xe.

Oambnpgop npoTsHyn pykKy, 4To6bl momo4yb Mandoto
NOAHATLCA, N TOT, NOCNE CeKyHAHOro KonebaHus, NnpuHan ee.

— Wawn, van, — Jambngop noatonkHyn ipako K BopoTam. —
K coxaneHnuto, He mory Tebs nposBoanTb. Mbl ¢ Aprycom eue
AO0SKHbBI NpMbpaTk 34echk BCe.

Koraa Mandown ckpbincs us Buay, AMPEKTOP BbITaLLMU CBOKO
BOJ/ILWEGHYIO NanoyKy U, NOBEPHYBLINCL K dunyy, ckasan:
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— Hy, uto X%, 3a paboTty, Mol Apyr. MHe HyXHa TBOS
nomowb. OAWH 9 He CNpaBfkOCh.

Fnasa 15

CBWHPUHCTENb CMAen Ha nnede y PoHa 1 BpeMs OT BpeMeHu
LMnan CBOEro Xo3s1Ha 3a yxo, 4Tobbl TOT Aan eMy eLlé Kycoyek
MWHAANBHOIO NMMPOXHOro. CBMH NPOCTO 060Xan MUHAANbHbIE
NUpoOXHbIe... HanpoTue, 3a caM3epuHCKMM ctonom, [dasHupa
KNsH4YMNa y Mandos TbIKBEHHbI COK.

3TUM yTpOM 3aBTpaK 6bin NoaaH B MMaBHbIV 321 HAMHOMO NO3Xe
06bIYHOrO, ¥ M3pAAHO NpOrosoAaBlIMeCcs LWKONbHUKHN
HeaoyMeBanu, 4Yem morna 6biTb Bbi3BaHa Nofo6bHas 3aaepxka.
MHorne BONpOCKMTENbHO MNOrNs4biBasM Ha BEPHYBLUErocs
Oambnpopa, KOTOpbIi MO 06bIKHOBEHMIO 3aHSA CBOE Kpecno
B LLeHTPe Yy4YuTenbCKOro crona. Ho AvpekTop He cnewwun
C 06BSACHEHMAMM M TONBbKO 3arafo4HO NobneckmBan o4kamu, rnaas
Ha CBOWMX MNOAOMEYHbIX, N U3peaKa NPUHNMAICS YTO-To 0bCcyXAaTb
¢ MaklFoHaronn, HO Tak TUXO0, YTO A0 pebsAT He JoneTano HW CroBa.

HakoHeu, kKorga yXwH nogowen K KoHuy, Adam6bngop
NOAHANCSA CO CBOEro MecTa M rpPOMKO XJI0MHY/ B flagowu,
npu3biBass YY4EeHUKOB K TUWKUHE. Ha avpekTtopa TyT Xe
06paTNANCh HECKONBKO AECATKOB nap Nt060NbITHbIX F1as.

— Opy3ba mMoun, — MeAneHHo ckaszan Adambnpop, —
3anoOMHUTE CEroAHSLWHWI AEHb...

[AvpekTop 3amMonyan M NOYeMmMy-TO yCTaBW/CSA B MOTOJOK,
KOTOPbIN CeroAHs OTpaxan sspkoe oceHHee Hebo C pa3HOLBETHbLIM
KOPOMBIC/IOM paAyru, NnepeknHyBLUMMCS U3 OAHOIo KOHLA MMpa
B APYron.

— 3anoMHuTe 310 Hebo, — MPOAO/IKMUA Yepe3 HEKOTopoe
BpeMs BONWEOHWK, — 1 3Ty paayry, noTomy 4YTo OHa
03HaMeHOBasIa Ha4yasio HOBOW 3MOXMU... DMOXM, B KOTOpOM He byaeT
Bongemopral!

3a CeKyHAHOW TUWWHONM, NOBUCWEWN BAPYr B 3ane,
pa3pa3unacb Hactoswas 6yps. YYeHUKn noBCKakanu C MecT,
ONpPOKMNAbIBas CTyNbs U POHAS CTONOBbIE NpUH0opbI. OT pagoCTHbIX
W HeJOBEPUYMBbLIX BO3r/1acoB Apoxann cTékna. OAWH TONbKO
Opako Mandoli coxpaHsan NosHOEe CMOKOWCTBME Mocpeam
BouapwuBLlerocs B FnaBHoM 3ane xaoca. CerogHs yTpoM [lpako
Boo6Le Bbirnsaen coseplueHHo 60bHbIM. Moa rnasamm y Hero
3anernu rnybokue TeHU, WEKW ropennm AMXopafoYHbIM,
He CBONCTBEHHbIM ero 6n1eHoN KoXxe pyMaHLEM, HO CaMu rnasa
Mandos 6necrenu Tak xe 3aragoyHo, Kak v rnasa Jambngopa.

— 2in, Mandon, — pa3MmbiwneHnsa [pako npepBasn
HacMewnmBbIn ronoc PoHa Yusnu, — a Tbl, Moxoxe, n He paa?!
Xaneewb, uTo TBOW oOTey ocTtancsa 6e3 paboTel? OH eweé
He nycTtuncsa B 6era? Het? Torma agymato, 4to B 6nmxkanwee
BPeMs Tbl CMOXeELLb HaBECTUTb ero B A3kabaHe!

— Hwukorpga He ayman, Yumsnu, — ckasan [pako,
COLLYPUBLUUCE, — 3TO BpeaHo... a Tebe B ocobeHHOCTU... S cam
Kak-HMbyab pa3bepycb, rae MHe HaBewaTb CBOeEro otua... bes
TBOEW NOMOLUN, NagHO?

OH nokocuncs Ha flambnagopa v ynblbHyncsa. Bpaa nu
OVPEKTOp CTaHeT BAaBaTbCA B noapobHocTun, obbacHAS
B MunHuctepcTee Marnun BHesanHoe ncyesHoseHne Bongemopra.
Bcé paBHO eMy HMKTO He NOBEPUT, YTO CaMOro MOryLLEeCTBEHHOIO
BoSilWebHMKA 3TOro CrtoneTus nobeannm COBbl U MXKE C HUMM.
A pa3 Tak, 3HauuT, u 06 y4acTtum ero oTua BO BCEW 3TOM UCTOPUM
He CTaHeT HMKOMY U3BECTHO, NO3TOMY CTaplieMy Mandot Hu4ero
He rpo3uT, BeAb NPOTUB HEro He BbIABUHYTO HUKaKUX 06BMHEHWI.
Xanb, npaBga, 4YTO M repoeMm ero He NpoBo3rnacart. [pako
B3A0XHYJ M CHOBA ynbIbHYNCS.

— 21, Yn3nm, — rpoMKo ckasan OH, — 3Haellb HOBOCTb? —
PoH ncnoanobbs B3rnsHyn Ha Hero. — MoXoXe, TBOS COBA APYXUT
C Moew coBon. Tebe 3To n3BecTHo?

— Tbl 3TO K YeMY? — HACTOPOXXEHHO NONHTepecoBasncs PoH.

— [a TaKk, — yxMmbibHynca [Opako, — nNpoCTO nocyutan
HY>HbIM COOBLWNTL Tebe 3Ty pafOCTHYIO HOBOCTb, pas yX Yy Hac
CeroAHs Takown 3aMeyaTesibHbI BO BCEX OTHOLIEHUAX AEHb.

— Bpewb, — pewnTenbHo ckasan PoH.

[pako nuiwb npe3puTenbHO ynbiGHyNCS.

— To4HO, BpéLlb, — yXX€ MeHee pelnTesIbHO NoBTOpwUS POH
1 nokocuncs Ha CBUHpUHCTENS.

— Mandoun, K TBOEMY CBEAEHUI0, He BPYT, — XOJ0AHO
3ameTun [pako.

— [a?! — PoH yanBneHHo npunoaHsan 6posn. — M kak xe, no-
BalLEMy, 3TO TOrAa Ha3bIBaeTCa? [0BOPUTbL HEMHOXKO Hernpasay?

— [Mo-HaweMy, 3TO Ha3blBAETCS AUMIOMATUS, — XMbIKHY/
[Opako, — akueHTUpoOBaHWE BHUMaHWA Ha OAHUX dakTax
W yManumBaHue Apyrux...

— Bce paBHO Tbl Bpelwb, — 6ypkHyn PoH. — CBWH, CKaxw,
OH >Xe Bp&T?

CBUHpUHCTENb 6E€CNOKOMHO 3aBO3WJICA Ha nyeyve X035aMHa.
CoBeHOK HuKorga He 6bin1 «AMMIOMAaTOM» M NO3TOMY He uMmen
HW Manenwero NpeacTaBieHns, YTo eMy Tenepb AenaThb.

— CBWH? — HacTon4nBo NoBTOpMI POH.

CBUHPUHCTENb TSXXENO B3AOXHY/ W NepeneTen Ha CUHKY
cTyna. [laHa 3axnonana KpbifibSIMW 1 MPUCOEANHUIACh K HEMY.
CoBsiTa Npw>Xanucb Apyr K Apyry, rOTOBble AaTb OTNOp Nobomy,
KTO MOCATHET Ha MX cyacTbe. Y PoHa oTBanunach 4entocTb, U OH
HEeKOTOpOe BpeMS B HEMOM U3yMJIeHUN Tapawmnics Ha CBuHa.

— Hy uTo, cben? — Mandoii 6bin y>KacHO AOBOJIEH.

— Tak 370 npasaa! — yxacHyncsa PoH. — CBUMH, Kak
Tbl MOXeLWb?! — OH CXan Kynaku, noBepHyncsa k [pako
W MeAsIeHHO CcKasan. — YTo... Tbl... caenan... C Moei... CoOBOn?

Mandon HegoyMeHHO NoaHAN 6poBb:

— A 4TO 9 AO/MKEH bblN C HEN caenaTb?

— Tbl kKak-To 3akongosan CBuHa, — B3opBasca PoH, —
WHaye OH HMKOrAaa, Tbl MOHUMaelWb, HW-KOr-ga He ctan 6ol
BOAUTLCS C 3TOM TBOEN rpsA3HOM, MPOTUBHOM, YPOAIMBONA. ..

— D0, Tbl 661 BbIBMpan BblpaXxeHusi, 4To nn, — [Jpako Toxe
HEeNpOW3BOJIbHO CXas Kyfnaku.

— On, BuHpu, oHun xe cenvac nogepytca! — laHa B yxace
3aKpblna rnasa. — 3ayeM TosbKo [Jpako pacckasan eMmy BCé?!

— Moaymaewsb, nogepytcsi, — CBMH rPO3HO BCTOMOPLYMA
nepbsi. — 3Haelb, CKONbKO pa3 g gpanca? U Hudero...

— 51 He xouy, He xouy, He xouy!ll — kak 3aBegeHHas,
noBTOpMAa HecKonbko pa3 [laHa. — 1 He xo4y, 4To6bl Hawwm
X035€eBa Apanvcb U3-3a Hac!

— POH, 9 HM4Yero Takoro He uMeto B BMAY, — CKasana Bapyr
fepMWoOHa, — HO.. — OHa NpPOTAHYyNa pyKy v nornaguvna
Apoxalyo [lasHupy no BCTOMOPLUEHHbIM NepbsiM, — 3Ta COBa
BOBCe He ypoanusas. [o-moeMy, OHa AOBOJSIbHO MUIEHbKas...
W ewé. EA He HpaBWTCHA TO, YTO Bbl KpuunTe Apyr Ha apyra!

— $1 HM Ha KOro He Kpuyy, — [Jpako nocneLna BOCCTaHOBUTb
NCTOPUYECKYIO CnpaBeannBoOCTb, HO FepMMOHa He obpaTtuna
Ha Hero BHUMaHwus.

— MHe 3T0 TOXe He HpaBuTCH, — NPOoAOIXKaNa Mexay Tem
AeByuwka. — f BoobLue He xouy, 4Tobbl CEroAHsa KTO-TO C KEM-
TO ccopwuncs, a Tem 6onee gpanca. Kpome Toro, Tel He Ayman,
UTO Y HalKMX 3Bepen MOXeT 6biTb U CBOS XM3Hb? [TOMHMLLB, Kak
Tbl 371Mnca Ha Koconancyca, Korga OH OXOTWJICS 3a TBOen
KpbICON? B KOHEYHOM cyeTe, MpaB-TO OKa3aJiCs OH, a He Tbl...
MoxeT, nyywe no3BonnTb CBUMHPUHCTENO CaMOMy pa3obpaTtbcs,
C KEM eMy APYXUTb, @ C KEM HET? B KOHUE KOHL0B, OH HNUYYyTb
He rnynee Koconancyca...

— Tbl AyMaewb? — cnpocma POH, C COMHEHWEM rnsas Ha
BCTPEBOXEHHbIX COBAT.

— YBepeHa, — pewuTesibHO oTBeTuNa epMuoHa, KoTopas
npeB.bille BCEro LeHuna cnpaBeaimBoCTb.

— Hy, I'paringxep, He oxunaan ot Tebsa Takoro! — nckpeHHe
BOCXUTUNCA [lpako, v rnasa ero Beceno 6necHynn. — Yx He
3anuMcanacb 1 Tbl B CaMblli NONYNSApHbIA KNy6 XoreapTca, a?

— Kakown ewé kny6? — yameneHHO 3axnonana rnasamu
cbutas c Tonky AeBouka.

— Kny6 noknoHHuy ipako Mandos, ectectBeHHO! — LUMPOKO
YXMbIflbHYNCA Apako.

— 3aTKHUCb, Mandgoii, — CNoKOMHO NOCOBETOBAJT C/IN3EPUHLLY
"appu, a FepMrMoHa NnokpacHena u yTKHysacb B CBOIO Tapesnky.

— A 5, noxoxe, npas, — NPOKOMMEHTMPOBaN eé aencTems [Jpako.

— BoT y> Huuero nogobHoro, — cepamTto 6ypkHyna FepMmnoHa.

CBWHPUHCTENb M [JaHa nepernsaHyauch.

— KcTtatn o kpbicax, — oxusuncs Bapyr PoH, obpawascs
K Fappn n F'epMnoHe, — £ e XoTes BaM CKas3aTb, HO COBCEM
3abbln, — OH MoJsie3 B HarpyAHbli kKapMaH pybaluku 1 BbiTalwmnn
3a XBOCT TOJICTYI0, AOBOIbHO 06/1€371Y10 KPbICY C NOKaneyeHHOoMN
nepeaHeln nanow

Kpbica ¢nermatuyHo nosucna B BO3AyXe, He genas
HW ManenLwmx NoNbITOK BbIpBATLCS.

— Hy, Kak BaM? — C ropAocCTblo cnpocun PoH.

— 3, — HeyBepeHHO Ha4yan Fappu, — Hy, OHa, KOHEYHO,
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HUYero.. — OH BHMMaTesibHee MNpuUrasgencs K Kpbice
n 3ameTun. — Cnywan, PoH, a Tebe He kaxeTcs, 4To OHa NoXoXa
Ha Crpynuka?

— 51 Toxe 06 3TOM noagyman, Koraa ysuaen eé B nepsbii
pa3, — paAoCTHO cka3an PoH, caxas kpbicy cebe Ha nneyo. —
MpeacraBnsieTe, Kak 340pOBO, YTO Yy MeHsl CHOoBa byaeT Kpbica?!
51 Ha3Ban ero Knsakcon.

appu 1 N'epMnoHa npekpacHo 3Hanun, kak PoH nobun ceoo
CTapylo KpbICy, Y KakKvM NOTPSICEHMEM CTasno 4S8 Hero To, YTo
CTpynunk Ha caMOM fgefle oKasaJiCa aHuMarom, Aa ewe
n Moxwupatenem Cmeptun. Ans PoHa CTpynmk BCE paBHO YTO yMep,
M ManbyuK AoNroe Bpems He Mor Npuath B cebs. OgHako Tenepb
ABHOE CXOACTBO HOBOSIBNeHHOro Knsakca co CTpynuMkoMm
HaCTOpPOXKM/o Fappu, n OH OCTOPOXXHO CNPOCUA:

— Cnywawn, a rge Tbl BoobLle ero B3san?

— Bbl He noBepuTe, — XMbIKHY/1 POH, — cerogHs nepej
3aBTpakoM MHe ero rnpuHéc Koconarcyc!

— Kak 310? — yAMBNEHHO BOCK/IMKHYa FrepMnoHa.

— A BOT Tak, — oTBeTun PoH. — He 3Hato, YTo TBOEMY KOTY
B36peno B rosoBy, HO OH NPMBONOK KNSIKCY KO MHE 1 BbIMIIOHY
ero MHe npsiMo B pyKu... Hagewcb, 4TO NepeaHIo nany moen
KpbiC€ OTKYCWN He OH, — Aobasun Manbymk. — Hapo 6yaer
oTHecTn Knakcy Xarpmay, MOXeT, OH 4TOo-HMbyab npuaymaer...

MyLWMCTbIN PbXMIA KOT NPOKpasncsa B MNaBHbIV 330 1 3anpbIrHyn
Ha KoneHu FepMunoHe. [leBouka pacCcesiHHO no4yecana CBOEro
nobumua 3a yxom, a Koconancyc XmTpo noCMOTpeNn Ha Kpebicy,
cuaeslwylo Ha nnedve y PoHa. Mocne Toro namMsATHOro cnyyas
co CTpynukoMm paetu ctann 6e30roBopoyvyHO AOBEPSATb KOTY.
MoaTomy, y3HaB, uTo Knskcy npuHéc Koconancyc, 1 Buas, Kak
KOT CMOKOWHO CMAMT pPAAOM C HOBOW Kpbicoh PoHa, lappu
COBEPLUEHHO YCMOKOW/ICS.

— Hy uto, MeTTuUrpto, — MaykHyn Koconancyc, — AOBOJIEH
Tbl TEéM, Kak g Tebs npuctpounn?

— [a, rocnoAuH KOT, — MWUCKHYN TOT, — S paA, 4To
Bbl BEPHY/IM MEHS MOEeMy MajleHbKOMY XO38WUHY.
51  He Nofo3peBan paHblue, HACKONbKO ycrnen npuBs3aTbCcs
K 3TOMY MafbyuKy.

— JlagHo, — dbIpkHYNn Koconancyc, — He noanunsbiBancs.
Xo039uH 13 PoHa byzeT, no KpariHen Mepe, Monydille, Yem u3
BonpgemopTta, Kak gyMmaelb?

— KoHeuHo, rocnoamnH KOT, — CHOBa NUCKHY MNeTTurpto u ¢
nacdocom pgobasun. — S 6onblie HUKOrAa He MOKUHY MOEro
ManieHbKOro xo3auvHa v 6yay 3awuwaTb ero Aaxe LeHOown
CO6CTBEHHOM XMN3HM!

— CBexo npegaHuve... — B34OXHYyN KOT. — Bnpouem, pas
Tenepb Tbl HABCEr4a OCTaHeLWbCs KPbICOW, TO S CK/IOHEH 0T4acTu
noseputb Tebe. Kpbica Tbl AeNCTBUTENbHO Hennaoxas... Ho
Yy4TM, — OH MHOrO3HaunTENbHO cowypuncsa, — g 6yay 3a Tobon
rnpucmatpmsaTb!

Houbto Koconancyc senen leTTurpio npmatn K BOpoTam
XoresapTca He paHblue cneayoLwero Beyepa, 04HaKo OANHOKOW,
XPpOMOWM cropbneHHoOl Kpbice NpOCTO Hekyaa 6onbwe 6b110
noaatbcCs. NpPOKOBLINAB C AeCATOK MeTPOB B CTOPOHY feca,
MeTTUrpIo NOHAN, YTO Y HEro NPOCTO HET CUJ, C/IOHATLCH rAe-To
uenbin geHb. OH pewwnn BepHyTbcs. C TpyAOM AOTALLMBLUNCH
[0 XOrBapTCKOW CTeHbl, MeTTurpio ynercs Ha BbKXXEHHY0 TpaBy
M NPUHANCHA C TOCKOW XAaTb, KTO HalMAéT ero paHblie:
Koconancyc wnu kakas-Hubyab ronogHas necHas cosa. Tam
M HaATKHYNCA Ha Hero 64MTeNbHbIN KOT, KOTOpbIA, NMpoBeAas
FepMnoHy 1 ybeaMBLINCBE, YTO Y AEBOYKM BCE B Nopsiake,
BEPHYNcsa, 4Tobbl NMPOKOHTPONMPOBaTb, Kak nayT pena
y Oambnaopa n ®unuya.

CBUHPUHCTENb W laHa cuaenu, NPUCNYLWKWUBAasACh
K pa3roBopaMm 3a CTOJIOM W nornsAabiBas To Ha [lpako,
TO Ha PoHa, To Apyr Ha gpyra. Koconancyc, oTBepHyBLMUCb
oT MeTTnrpio, NOCMOTPEn Ha HUX U A0BPOAYLIHO CKa3an:

— [a He nepexwuBanTe Bbl Tak! Huyero Bawu xo3sesa Apyr
ApYyry He caenatot, TeM 6onee, 4yto u NepMMOHa Ha Bawen
CTOpoHe. §1 ewé HEMHOXKO C HMMW MOTOJIKYH, 1 BOOOLe BCé
6yneTt B nopsiake...

— lMoxoxe, OHW Ha BpeMsa Npo Hac 3abbinn, — 3ameTun
COBEHOK 1 npeanoxun laHe. — MoxeT, cMOeMcs 0TCloAa, Noka
HUKTO HE BNAUT?

— [asawn, — cornacunace JasHupa, n Koraa OHM OKa3ancb
noa nNoTonkoM, Aobaeuna, — HageCb, OHM BCE-TaKM He CTaHYT
M3-3a Hac ApaTbCs.
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— FepMmnoHa uTo-HMbyab npuaymaeT, — ytewunn eé CBUH. —
OHa o4eHb YyMHas n fobpas... U XXMBOTHbIX NO6UT, U NOTOM, —
BeCeno yxXHyn OH, — B KpaliHeMm cnydae, Koconancyc cmoxeT
Ha HUX MOBNUATL... Thl XXe ero 3HaeLb!

MnaBa 16

[pako Mandoi HeTOponAMBO LWeN Mo WKObHOMY KOpUAOPY.
OkHa 6b111 pacnaxHyTbl HACTEXb, U BETEP FOHSA MO MOy XENTo-
KpacHble NUCTbSA, 3aneTeBwune cioga u3 3anpeTtHoro Jleca.
B koHUe kopuaopa 6eclyMHOM TeHbIO MpoMenbkKHyna Muccuc
Hoppwc, a notom [lpako ycnbiwan Bo36yxaeHHble rosioca ®peaa
n xopaxa Yunsnu.

— DR, cMoTpu-Ka, — rosopun ®pen, — BOH kowka duniya
nob6exana! MHTepecHO, 3TOT CTapuKawka TOXe rae-To
no6am3ocTn KpyTUTCS?

— He obsi3atenbHo, — oTo3Bancs Ixopax. — Cnywan, Opea,
3Haewb, 4YTO A TyT noayman? MNMOMHUWbL Hawe nocrenHee
n3obpeteHne? Hy, Te MpUCKK, KOTOPbIEe AOSKHbI KPacuTb BOMOCHI
B SIPKO-CUMHUI LBET? Mbl e X Tak A0 CUX MOP N HE UCTbITaw...

— Tbi AyMaelwb... — B rosioce ®peaa NoUIbILLAnvch BeCesible HOTKM.

— YBepeH, cuHAa Kowka 6yaeTr cMOTpeTbCs MPOCTO
noTpsicarowe! — c BooaylweBneHmeM noaxsaTun >Xopax.

— ®unnuya TOYHO KOHApalWKa XBATUT, — XWUXUKHYN €ro
6pat. — N'ne aTa kowka?!

— Mwuccuc Hoppuc! — npuHsanuce 6paTbs 3BaTb Ha ABa
ronoca. — Kuc-kuc-kucl!!!

— BoT oHa! — BOCKAMKHYN [Xopax. — 3a nopTbepon

cnpsaTanacb, HO A €€ Buxy!

Mwucecuc Hoppuc, KoTopast MpekpacHO ypasyMmena TO, O YeM
rosopunu 6au3Heubl, U B CAMOM Aene cnpsTanacb 3a TSXeson
MasIMHOBOW NOPTbEPON, HAMEPeBasiCb HE3AaMETHO YNIM3HYTb, KOrAa
ManbuMLLKK yrAayT. Ho el He noBe3no, a nockosibky Muccmc Hoppumc
COBEpLUEHHO He pajoBana nepcnekTMBa CMEHUTb MacCTb, KOLUKA
BbICKOYMA M3 CBOEro yKpbiITua 1 6pocunace npoyb. OgHaKo
e’ He yaanocb ganeko ybexaTtb. ®pea noAaHAN Nanouky
W BOCKJIVKHY:

— Crynecgpan!

HecuacTHas KolwwkKa HeNnoABMXXHO pacnaacranacb Ha nony.

[pako, KoTopbIli n3ganu Habnwaan BC 3Ty cueHy, byato
KTO-TO TONKHYN. BbIxBaTMB CBOW BOMWEGHYIO Manouky,
OoH 6pocuncsa Ha xmxmkatowmx bpatbes Ynsnu.

— Cenyac xe ocTaBbTe eé B nokoe! —
BOCKJIMKHYJ1 OH. — YTO Bbl K HeW NpuBsizanunck!

— Tebe-To kakoe aeno, Mandon?! — orpbi3Hyncs dpea.

— Ecnu g roBopto, 3Ha4uT, MHe eCTb A0 3TOro Aeno, Ynsnm, —
XxonogHo oteeTun [pako m 6bicTpo noaHsan Mwuccuc Hoppuc
Ha pyKwW.

— He ne3 6bl Tbl, kKyaa Tebsa He NpocAT, — MOCoBeToBan
J>KOpAX U MOAHSAN Nanouky.

3n0ocTb npugana [lpako CMenocTu, WHaye OH HUKOoraa
He pewwuncs 6bl BCTaTb Ha nyTn @®pepa v [xopaxa Yusnw,
KoTopble 6bIn K cTaplle, un cunbHee Hero. He ycnenn 6patbs
coobpasunTb, YTO NPOM30LI0, KaK MUX Naso4ykM MOKaTUIUCH
no KaMeHHOMY MNosy.

— 3Jkcnennuapmyc! Skcnennnapmyc!

[pako cTosan, npuxas KOLWKY K rpyAu 1 yrpoxatolle rnsas
Ha rpuddmHIopLEB.

— Ecnu BbI ceityac xe He ybepeTtech oTCloaa, — 3710 cKkasan
OH, — TO MOXeTe MonpoLwaTbCqd CO CBOMMM MasoyKaMu.
1 X NPOCTO COXIrY, @ Y BacC BpsA S XBATUT AIEHEr Ha HOBble, —
OH 3aMO/i4an M NOCMOTPEN Ha HEMOABUXHYIO KOLIKY, @ MOTOM
TUXO NPOu3HEc. — DHepBenT!

Mucecmnc Hoppuc MaykHya U noAaHsa rosioBy.

— [a, n 3anoMHuTe ewé oAHO, — XOJIOAHO 3aKOH4UN
[Opako, — ecnn ewé KTo-HMOyAb XOTb ManbLeM TPOHET 3Ty
KOLWWKY, byaeTt umeTtb Aeno co MHOM. MoHsanm?!

Bo3moxHO, y ®pena v Oxopaxa 6bi10, 4TO BO3pa3nTb
Ha Takoe 3asB/IeHUE, HO B 3Ty MUHYTY u3 60KOBOW ABepu
B APYroM KOHLe Kopuaopa Bbiwen Oundy, BOOPYXXEHHbI MET/ION,
n 6paTtbs, nogobpaB CBOM MasiovyKM, COUMM, 4TO Nnydwe byaer
peTnpoBaTbCs, MOKa He NO34HO.

nags vm Bcnen, Apako aAmBuacsa cam Ha cebs. Muccuc
Hoppuc npunogHanace n 6narogapHo nNu3Hyna ero B MUO.
B3rnsaabl Manbumka n KOLWKM Ha CEKYHAY BCTPETUNNCH, U [pako

pasapaxeHHo
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BAPYr MOYYBCTBOBas, YTO NaayveT. 370 6bIIn CTpaHHble CNésbl.
OHW yHOCKMAM Cc cobon TpeBOry m Hanps>KeHue, KOoTopble
He NoKMAann ManbynKa Ha NPOTSXEHUM BCEro AHS, N Ha cepaue
NoCTerNeHHO CTaHOBW/IOCb HEOBLIKHOBEHHO Nerko. [ipako Mandor
nnakan BTOPOM pa3 B XWU3HW W He MOHMMaN, 4TO C HUM
NPOVICXOANT.

— Mwuccuc Hoppuc, — rnyxo npob6opMoTan OH, BbiITupas nnuo
B3bEePOLLEHHOM KOLLIKOW, — YTO Tbl CO MHOW Aenaelb! Mandou xe
He nnavyT!

— Msay, — nackoBo OTBeTMNa Ta U CHOBa NM3Hyna [pako.

Munccuc Hoppuc yyBCcTBOBana, YTo OAHUM KOTEHKOM
B €€ MHOIrOYMCNEeHHOM ceMencTBe ctano 6onblie, XoTd 3TOT
KOTEHOK U1 6b11 Mandoem.

«Hukomy ero He gam B obuay, — pewwnna npo cebs
KOLLKa, — OH BeAb TaKOW paHUMbIn!».

— 31, Tol! — pa3pancsa rpo3Hbii okpuk ®Gunya. — Cenvac
e oTNyCTh Kowky! YTo 310 Thl cebe no3sonseLsb!

CTapvK TOPOM/IMBO KOBbIIS/T B X CTOPOHY, U34anu notpscas
MEeTIoN.

— Ho s Huyero ei He caenan! — MCKpPeHHe BO3MYyTWICS
Mandown.

— Hy, a Tebe cenuac yctpow! — paskHyn ®unu, He xenas
HWYero cnyLwaTb.

Mwuccmnc Hoppuc MSIrko CnpbirHyna Ha non v 3amepna nepeg
CTapuKOM.

— May, — noBepuTenbLHO ckasasna oHa.

— Y10?! — Ounny ToXe 3amMep C NOAHATON KBEpXY METNoN. —
Tbl B CBOEM yMe? 3a 4TO 3TO 9 AO/KEH ero 6bnarogaputb? Yto
3a rnynoctm?

— Msay, — noacHuna Mucecmnc Hoppuc.

dnny HexoTs onycTUn MeTNy U nepesBen B3rnsg C KOWKK
Ha Apako. B 3Ty MWHYTY KakoOW-TO MNEpPBOKIACCHUK
u3 Xadpdnnadda Bneten B pacnaxHyTble HACTEXb ABEPU U 3aMep
B HepeLwnTenbHOCTH, 3aMeTnB dunya, BblpaxKeHne nnua KoToporo
He cynmno Hu4yero xopowero. C AIMHHOW MaHTUWM MasnbunLLKK
CcTekana BoAa, OCTaB/IAs Ha NONY YaBKalOLME NYXKN.

— 31, Tl — Ccpasy NepektoymnICsa Ha Hero ctapuk. — Kak
Tam Teba?! Hy-ka, nogonamn! Ecnu B npownbiii pa3 g He ycnen
Tebs nonmaTth, TO HE AyMaW, YTO MoXeLb 6e3Haka3aHHO TackaTb
croaa rpsasb!!!

Xadpdnnadder HeNOBKO MepecTynun C HOrM Ha Hory, a
[pako pewwun, 4To cenyac camoe noaxogsilee BpeMsi, 4TobbI
ncyesHyTb KTo ero 3HaeT, 4to Ha yMe Yy 3TOro YOKHyTOro ctapumka.

— Hy, 9 KoMy ckaszan! — Haxmypun 6posu Ounu.

— Msay, — MArko HanomHuna emy Muccuc Hoppumc.

CTapuK MOKOCW/ICS Ha KOLUKY, B3AOXHY/ W Benen COBCEM
pacTepsBLUEMYCS NepBOK/aLUKe:

— Wav 3a mHom!

NcnyraHHbI ManbynLLKa HEXOTSA NOBUHOBANCS.

— Tbl Yero 370 TaKOW MOKpPbIN? — cnpocun Bapyr duny, Kkoraa
OHW NOAOLWINN K ero kabnHety. — B 03epo, uTto nu, ceanunca?

— H-HeT, — NUCKHyN ManbuumLiKa.

— Yt0 X TOrga? — yamBuncs ctapuk. — [Joxaa-To, BpOAe, HETY...

— Mbl NpoBepsan, Kak AencTByeT BOAOOTTalKMBalllee
3aK/IMHaHWe, — 4yTb OCMeNeB, OTBETU/I NEPBOK/IALLKaA.

— W? — nomnHTepecosanca dGunu.

— He genicteyetr 0HO, — pa3Bén pykamu Manbyullka, —
no KparHewn Mepe, y MEH — He AeNCTByeT.

— OHO W He yanMBUTENbHO, — B3A0XHYN ®uny, — ero BeAp
TOMbKO HA BTOPOM KypCe NPOXOAST, — OH MOATOSIKHY/T MaNbyULLIKY
B CBOW KabWHeT v warHyn cneaom. — Moaoxan-Ka MUHYTKY.

C KpsIXTEHMEM CTapwvK Mosie3 noj CToN U Yyepe3 HeCKOsbKO
MWUHYT M3BNEK OTTyAa MOSHYO KOP3WHY KPYMHbIX KPAcHbIX 610K,
KOTOpble, Ka3anocCb, CBETUINCL U3HYTPK TeN/bIM CBETOM. Bbibpas
camMoe Kkpacusoe u aywmucrtoe 16n0ko, duny NpoTaHyn ero
xadppnnadduy 1, KawnsHyBs, ckasan:

— Bort. No cnyyato MHe poctanucek. Monpobyii-Ka...

Manbuuwka, He Beps CBOMM yuwaMm, pobko noTaHyncs
3@ rocTmHueM. ®uny XMbIKHY U CyHYn 9610K0 eMy B pyKy.

— Tbl ewsb, ews... He 6orics, — ckasan oH. — S610kn — 310
nonesHo... Hy, nagHo, a Tenepb 6ern, — nobaeun oH, nocne
TOro, Kak ot abnoka ocrancs OAMH Orpbi3oK. — Ha BOT, BO3bMM
eLé napoyKky Ans cBoux npusatenein... ia, n He 3abyap 3arnsaHyTb
Kk Magam Momdpwu. MycTb oHa aact Tebe uto-HMbyab OT NpoCTyabl.
Ha aBope He neTo BCE-TaKMw...

Korpa coBeplieHHOo coutbin ¢ Tonky xaddnnadden ybexan,

yHocs s6nokn, ®uny nornagmn no ronose Muccmuc Hoppwuc,
KOTOpas C AOBOJIbHbIM MYpJibIkaHbeM KpyTUAacb y ero Hor, u
BHOBb B35/1CA 3a MeTny, ynbibascb camoMy cebe. Kak 3To OH
paHblue He Aorajancs, YTo TBOPUTb BOMIWEOBCTBO MOXHO U He
6yay4yn BoNWESHNKOM?

FnaBa nocnepHsN.

ConHue MeAsieHHO CKIOHANO0Ch K 3anaay, U € o3epa TAHY0
cbipocTbio. OCeHHMI BeTep, Wypla 3aHaBeckaMu, 3anetan
B pacrnaxHyTble OKHa XMXWHbI 1 KaTan no nony Knybku wepctun
n nepoeB. C Tex Nop, Kak xoreapAckoe 3Bepbe u3bpano
MEeCTOM CBOMX BCTPeY CKPOMHOE Xunuwe Xarpuaa, BenmkaH
MaxHy/s Ha BCe pyKkor n 3abbin 0 nopsiake, KOTOPbIN MPOCTO
HEBO3MOXHO 6bI/10 NnoaaepxunBaTb. KOHEYHO, Apy3bs MOrnu 6bl
BCTpeYaTbCsA M B COBATHe, HO Knblk HepgonwbnamBan 3amok,
Aa v B36MpaTbCa Mo KpyTOW NecTHUUe Ha yepaak eMmy 6bi1o
TPYAHOBATO, MO3TOMY ApYr1e XUBOTHbIE, CAPYXUBLUMECS C HUM
B MnocrniefHee BpeMs, peLmnan caMmm NpuxoanTb K HEMY B FOCTH.

BoT un cerogHa Koconancyc n Muccuc Hoppuc yrTHO
ycTpounuce B 60nblwOM Kpecne Xarpuaa, ppon un Xeasura
3aHsnm cton, @ CBUHpUHCTENb U [laHa 061t060Bann NOAOKOHHUK.
Ha Apyrom NnoAOKOHHMKE CUAEN B akBapuyMme 310N Ha BeCb
ceeT MakHelp v 3n106HO wWenkan KAewWwHsIMn.

— Aambngop ckasan Xarpuay, KTo 3TO Ha caMoMm gene? —
cnpocuna Xeasura, KUBHYB Ha CKOPMNMOHA.

— HeT, — nposopyan Knblk, KOTOPbIN MO 06bIKHOBEHUIO
3aHAN MeCTO NoA CTONIOM, — OH XXe€ COBCEM He 3510naMeTeH
N HUKOMY He >XenaeT CMepTy.

— Y710 Tbl MMeelwwb B BUAY? — yAUBEHHO BCTOMOPLUWA NEpPbS
CBUHPUHCTENb.

— A 10, — 6ypKkHYn Knbik. — Kak Tbl Agymaewb, 470 6bl
caenan Xarpua C 3TMM CKOPMMOHOM, ecnu 6bl y3Han, 4to 3TO
nanad, nctpebnsasLumii ocobo onacHelx TBapen? ns Xarpuaa xe
3TW caMble TBapu LOPOXe BCero Ha ceeTe, a y MakHeipa,
HAaCKONMbKO $ 3HaK, B MOCAYXHOM CMUCKE 4YUCAUTCH
He No OAHOMY APaKOHY, rMnorpudy K... KTo TaM eLle ecTb.

— Tbl NpaB, — B3A0XHYN Dppon. — Xarpug 6bl OT 3TOro
MakHelipa MOKpOro Mecta He OoCTaBu/ 3a Takue gena. B obwem-
TO, S €ero noHMMato...

— $ Toxe, — npoBopyan Knbik, — xoTa dnaddun, KOHEYHO,
6611 He Nnogapok. 3aTo MakHenpy Tenepb AOCTaeTCcs MO NOSHOWN
nporpamMme, NOTOMY YTO Xarpua B HeM AyLun He yaeT. CTpaHHbIn
OH BCe-Taku 4yenosek: yem 6onblue ero KycatT, Tem 6onblie
OH N6UT Kycatowero. MakHelp yxe npocTo He 3HaeT, Kyaa
AeBaTbCA OT ero nobsu.

— beponara, — dbipkHyna Mwuccuc Hoppuc, cnapko
NoTSHYBLWMKCb. — Hapo xe, KTo OT yero crpagaet, a MakHenp
OT 4Ype3MepHOM NnbBeu.

— [la nnoHbTE Bbl HA HEro, — pa3ApaxXeHHO MAYKHYN
Koconancyc, — Hawnu Temy Ans pasrosopa. He ctout oH TOro,
yTobbl Tak AOAr0 O HEM roBopuTb. CkaxuTe cnacubo, 4TO
HaceKkoMble Halero s3blka He MOHUMaT, a To 3TOT MakHelip
CcTpawHo Bo3ropaunacs 6bl. Kpome Toro, caaetcs MHe, 4To 3TO
CyLLecTBO KpanHe 3710naMaTHoe...

— CKOpPNWOH — 3TO He HacekoMoe, — Monpasuaa KoTa
obcroaTenbHaa Xeasura. — CKOPNMOH — 3TO CKOPMUOH. Hawe
CcYacTbe, YTO OH HE MOXET HMYEero HaMm caenarthb.

— 51 o4eHb Ha 3TO paccyunTbIBaK, — B3A0XHY/ KOT.

Ha HekoTopoe BpeMs B XMXXMHE BOL@puiacb OTHOCUTEbHas
TUwmrHa. Mucecuc Hoppuc NpuHSAnacb uUrpatb B KOLUKW-MbILLKW
CO CBOMM XBOCTOM, MyTas ero uHorga c xsoctom Koconancyca.
BrnpoueM, koT 6b11 BOBCE He nNpoTMB 3TOro. CBMHPUHCTENbL U [aHa
TUXOHBKO LWIENTaNUCb O YEM-TO, BPEMS OT BPEMEHW LIYTIMBO
3aavpas Apyr Apyra. XeaBwura C Nerkow rpycrtbio Habnwogana
3a paclanmBLUENCS MOIOAEXbIO, AyMasi O YeM-TO CBOEM. Psaom
C Hew gpemarn Dppos. HakoHeL coBa NpuHSIa Kakoe-To peLleHme.

— Dppon, — no3Basa OHa, — Mbl YK€ HECKO/bKO JIeT 3HaeM
APYr Apyra, v KaxAabli pas, Koraa MHe HyXHa 6bina TBOS
NOMOLLb, Tbl OKa3blBancs psaoM...

DUANH yXHYN YTO-TO HEONpeaeseHHoe.

— MNocnywain, — Xeasura noAoABMHYNacb K HeMy nobnvxe n
CMYLLEHHO BCTOMOpLMNacb. — 3ppon... Kak Tbl CMOTpULLb Ha TO,
4yTObbI... HY, NOHMMaeLwb, s... To eCTb, MOXET 6bITb, Mbl C TOHOM...

Sppos CMOTpen Ha NoAPYry C BO3pacTaloWwunM yaUBIEHNEM.
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Ckonbko OH cebs nomMHWA, XeaBura elle HMKorAaa He rosopuna
Tak 6eccBs3HO. XenTble rnasa guimHa CTaHOBUINCH BCe bonbLue
1 6osblLEe Mo Mepe TOro, Kak A0 Hero A0XO0AW CMbIC/T HEBHATHOIO
6opmMoTaHus Xeasurn.

— S TyT nogymana, — npofoshkana npoanpaTbCs CKBO3b CBOE
KOCHOSI3bluMe Ta. — Bb11o 6kl Hennoxo... KoHeyHo, ein Tbl He NpoTvB
1 BoobLLe... CKOMbKO e MOXHO TaK XWTb... be3 ceoero rHesa...

— Xepan, — OCTOPOXHO NpepBan ee Dppor.

— BoT MHe n nokasanocb, 4YTo nNy4we Bcero byger.. —
Xepaswra 3anHynacb n nocMoTpena Ha ¢unnHa. — Yto?

— Xepawn, — noBTOpWMI TOT, — Tbl XOpPOLWO cebs YyBCTBYELUb?
Tbl yBepeHa B TOM, YTO MbITaelbCs CKa3aTb?

— Ho s gencrButenbHO yxe AaBHO nwobno 1ebs. Tonbko
paHbLLE S 3TOro He NOHMMana, — BOCK/IMKHY/1a COBa M CMYLLIEHHO
LeNIKHY/1a KJ/TI0BOM.

— Tbl owmnbaewsbcs, Xeaam, — DppPoS C HEXHOM FPyCTbiO
nocMoTpen Ha noapyry. — Tebe Hago HaWTu Koro-Hubyab
rnomosnoxe. 1 CIMWKOM cTap Ang Tebs, AeBoyka.

— A A He X04y NOMONOXe, — CepaAnTo yxHyna Xeasura. —
W noTtom, rae xe s Hahay Takoro, Kak Tel. [la n He 6yay s HMKOro
nckaTb. BoT ewe! MHe HyXeH Tbl, Dppor.

— W Tbl He Byaelwb HM 0 YeM xaneTb? — Dppon 3amep, boscb
yCnbiWwaTtb OTBET.

— §1 xanew TONbLKO O TOM, YTO TaK AONr0 HWUYEro
He NMoOHuUMana, — pewunTenbHO oTBeTuMna Xeasura. —
[a v Tl TOXe xopow! HeT, 4To6bl MOMOYb MHE.

— Xepau, A Beab 6051Cs Aaxe HafeaTbCs, — CHACTIMBO
YXHYyn 3pporn.

— Hy v rnyno, — Xeasura HakoHeL-TO obpena yBepeHHOCTb
B NPaBUJIbBHOCTW MPUHATOrO peLLeHnS.

CHapy»>kv NOC/bIWANNCE TOPOM/IMBbIE LLarv, 1 B3BOJIHOBAHHbIN
ManbyYNLLECKWUI FON0C CIPOCUI:

— Xarpwug, Tbl He Bugen Tpesopa?

— Het, HeBunn, — oTBeTun BenukaH, KOJOBLUMI BO ABOpe
ApoBa. — A Tbl CHOBa noTeps CBOK xaby?

— [a, — B3goxHyn HeBunn. — Monay, nouwy Tpesopa elle
roe-Hubyab.

Xensura nepenetena Ha NOAOKOHHWK, CeB pPSAAOM
C akBapnyMoM MakHeripa 1, BbIrSHYB Ha ynuLy, pa3gpaXeHHo
CKasana:
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— Tak. OnATb HaumHaeTca! — n, pa3BepHYBLUMCb B CTOPOHY
KOMHaTbl, pelumTensHo notpebosana. — aHa! BuHpu! HemeaneHHo
HanauTe 31O npbiratowee 6e3o0bpasuve n npuHecuTe croga!

CBMHpUHCTENb M [laHa Cc pafoCTbi0 MOBWHOBANWUCH,
CTPEMUTENIbHO BbIJIETEB B OKHO. KpoMe TOro, 4to OHM BCeraa
roToBbl 66K BbINOMHATE Nt06ble yKa3aHus XeaBuru, coBaTam
KakK pas 3axoTenocb NobbITb HaeaMHe Apyr C ApyroM. MNosTomy
OHUW, HABEPHOE, HE C/IMLLKOM TOPOMNUANChL, obnetas TeppuTopmio
XorsapAca B noMckax HeyroMoHHOro xaba.

XeaBura Hadana yxe 6ecrnokomntbcsl, korga BuHpu n [laHa
BEPHYJ/INCb B XMXWUHY. TpeBopa C HUMUK He 6bl10, 1 BbirNaaenm
coBsiTa crnerka obangeswmnmm.

— Yrto cnyuunoce? — 6pocunack K HUM Xeasura. — Fae oH?

— 3-3, Hy-y, TpeBOp y 03epa, — HeyBepeHHO Hauan
CBUHpPUHCTENb.

— W uyTO OH Tam fenaeT? — CepAUTO YXHyna Xeasura.

— Hy, 3-3, OH HEMHOr0 3aHAT, — OTBETU/1 COBEHOK.

— lMoHnMaewb, — ckasana [laHa B OTBET Ha He0yMeBatoLLmi
B3rnsaa Xeasuru, — lMaHcy MapkuHCOH kynuna cebe xaby...
BuoneTtTy...

— Hy n ut0? — HeTepnenusBo nepebuna ee Xeasura. —
Kakoe MHe geno o MaHcu MapkMHCOH u ee xabbl?

— [Jeno B TOM, — nocnewun Ha Bbipydyke [aHe
CBUHpUWHCTENb, — 4YTO TpPEeBOp celvac pacckasbiBaeT e O TOM,
Kak OH Apascs C TMraHTCKUM KasibMapoM, XMBYLLMM B HalleM
o3epe.

— BuoneTTe pacckasbiBaeT, — BHeCNa ACHOCTb [lasgHupa, —
a He lMaHcwn.

— A npo T0, Kak oH nobeaun BongemopTta, TpeBop ycnen
pacckasaThb ele A0 Toro, Kak mMbl npunetenu, — obasmn CBuH.

— W OH pelwmTenbHO 0TKasancs natn ¢ Hamm, — ckasana [ana.

CoBsATa nepernsgHynmMcb U XOPOM 3aKOHUYNIIN:

— XeaBura, Tbl Xe NMOHMMaeLllb, Mbl HE MOI/IM HacTaneaTb!

XepBura 6eccmnbHO onycTuiacb Ha CO6CTBEHHbIN XBOCT
M B3MaxHyJ1a KpbIJIbSIMU.

— BbI uTO, XOTUTE CKa3aTb, 4YTO TpeBOp BNOO6MACA? — UyTb
C/bILLIHO CMpOCKa OHa.

— BoTt umMeHHO! — noaTtBepannu faHa n CBMH ee foraaky.

— Tak, — T9Xeno B340XHyna Xeasura, — MNOXoXe, 4To
Tenepb y Hac HaYHYTCA HacToswue Nnpobnemobl.
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